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There are 258 pupils on roll. 31.43% of pupils are eligible for free
school meals, 18.21% receive SEN support, 11.24% speak English as
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13 children from the Article 12 Committee, 9 children from KS1 and
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5 adults including teachers, parents and governors
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REACCREDITATION OUTCOME

Qutcomes for Strands A, B and C have all been achieved.

William Fletcher Primary School continues to meet the standard for
UNICEF UK's Rights Respecting Schools Award at

Gold: Rights Respecting.




1. STRENGTHS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This report is based on a virtual reaccreditation visit. The assessor would like to thank the children,
the Senior Leadership Team, and staff for their warm welcome to the school, for the opportunity to
speak with adults and children during the assessment and for the detailed evidence provided to
support the process. Prior to the accreditation visit, the school completed a comprehensive School
Evaluation: Gold form and provided a good range of digital evidence.

It was evident that children’s rights are embedded across the school and underpin every facet of
school life.

Strengths of the school include:

Rights learning that is fully embedded across the curriculum, in a way that enriches the learning
for all children with clearly planned progression in knowledge and understanding.

The extent to which rights and rights respecting language are embedded in the day-to-day life of
the school.

A strong commitment to children's rights and to RRSA from leaders at all levels tied into the
vision and values of the school. Quality training and support for staff has been sustained.

A caring and inclusive ethos that places positive relationships based on mutual respect ensuring
that everyone feels supported and fully involved in school life. Senior leaders spoke passionately
of a desire to develop a school environment which helps every child to succeed. Policies and
practise appeared to be geared to realise that ambition.

Pupil voice is valued highly, and the range of pupil voice groups gives ample opportunities for all
young people to put their suggestions forward and for these to be acted upon.

Children are actively engaged in raising awareness of children’s rights in the community and
supporting children globally to access their rights.

Our experience has shown that there are actions that have proven useful in other RRSA
schools and settings in helping them to maintain and build on their practice at Gold level.
Here are our recommendations for your school:

Continue to ensure that rights are explicitly linked to the curriculum, activities and events
throughout the school year. Continue the good practice around rights that has become embedded
across the school. Ensure that all new initiatives are related back to rights.

Support parents/carers and families to learn about and understand the CRC and engage further
with the school’s Rights Respecting journey.

Continue to create opportunities for children and young people to be at the heart of decision-
making, influencing and shaping the life and work of the school, recognising the role of children
in helping adults understand problems and develop achievable solutions.

Strengthen the impact of pupil voice by closing the feedback loop; perhaps a “You said, We did’
approach, showing how the voice of pupils has brought about meaningful change.

Continue to act as ambassadors for rights and the RRSA through your networks and in
collaboration with the LA and local schools.
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2.

VISIT HIGHLIGHTS

STRAND A

Highlights and comments

The United Nations
Convention on the
rights of the Child
(CRC) is made known
to children, young
people and adults who
use this shared
understanding to work
for improved child
wellbeing, school
improvement, global
justice, and sustainable
living.

Children talked about a wide range of rights, one child sharing, " We learn about
all of them because they are all equally important.” Children said it was
important to learn about rights, “So we can grow up knowing that we have
them.” Another shared, " Duty bearers are people over 18 and they make sure
your rights are respected. ” Children knew that, "...all children get them once
you are born,” but they have also learned about situations across the world
where rights aren’t met, adding, “I/n wars, children’s rights aren’t respected, ”
and, “Parents sometimes don’t have enough money to pay for things.” A
teacher said, " If we watch Newsround, we talk about rights... they think really
carefully about what they can do to make a change. It builds empathy and
understanding of what is going on in the world and helps us to have tricky
conversations about things.” Since the last Gold accreditation, the school has
undertaken a curriculum audit and created a progression map which clearly
outlines how pupils knowledge and understanding of articles and rights
vocabulary will develop as they progress through the school. CRC articles are
clearly linked across the curriculum and made explicit to children during
lessons, and rights are visible on displays across the school. The RRSA lead
said, "/ didn’t want the progression map to be a tick box exercise, | wanted it
to be meaningful, for people to see that rights are everywhere in the
curriculum.”

The school’'s new headteacher said that it was clear straight away that
children’s rights underpin the school’s ethos and approach, “...it drew me to
the school.” Children were involved in the appointment process and the
headtecaher added, “/ could see the importance and priority that pupil voice
had been given. | want to support the team to continue our journey.” The
RRSA lead said, “We're constantly looking for ways to evolve and improve.
Every year when we write the action plan, we think about how we can make
it better and build on what is already there.” Newsletters and letters to parents
feature links to rights and there is a section on the website for parents to find
out more information. A parent shared, “My children regularly talk about this,
there is so much self-respect and they look out for each other.” A governor
said, "It permeates through the school... it underpins everything the school
does and is an important element in decision making. It is something we build
into policies and children are involved in this.”

STRAND B

Highlights and comments

Actions and decisions
affecting children are
rooted in, reviewed and
resolved through rights.
Children, young people,
and adults collaborate
to develop and
maintain a school
community based on
equality, dignity,
respect, non-

Class charters are created at the start of each year which highlight chosen
articles and what rights holders and duty bearers will do to respect and protect
these rights. Children refer to charters regularly, saying, “ Our teacher reminds
us we have a right to an education on our charter,” and, "In our assemblies
they give us challenges to learn about the rights on our class charter.” A
teacher shared, "If there is a problem in the playground, they know everyone
is listened to. It's become something that is now generally known and
expected.” Children have explored the concepts of equity and dignity and how
they are brought to life in their school. One child explained, ” Equity is where
everything is fair... it might not be the same but it’s fair. In lessons, there are
always some children who struggle more, and the adults will always help
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discrimination and
participation; this
includes learning and
teaching in a way that
respects the rights of
both educators and
learners and promotes
wellbeing

them.” Another child added, “Dignity is about everyone being treated with
respect and kindness and being listened to; everyone has their voice heard in
our school.”

“Wellbeing is a priority,” stated one teacher, with children adding, “We have
circle time, and we do activities to be calm and talk about our feelings,” and,
“There are quiet places in the classrooms to calm down.” A safe space has
been created to run nurture sessions for identified children. The RRSA lead
explained, " The nurture group had been learning about respect. When you can
hear harder to reach children using the language, it's very rewarding.” The
headteacher talked about the use of rights language, reflecting, “/t's making a
difference... It's the consistent approach which is very important.”

" Making sure that every child has a place in our school is my moral compass,”
shared the headteacher, discussing the importance of inclusion and belonging.
“"We've looked at making sure our curriculum meets the needs of all our
children, and by curriculum, | mean from the moment we open the gates to
the time we send them home.” The assistant headteacher said, “Our
headteacher talks about being a champion for all of the children in your class,
to make sure that every child is included and valued.” The headteacher added,
“They need to feel safe and to feel heard.” A teacher pointed out that, “As a
staff, we are good at picking up on children who aren’t getting experiences at
home and ensuring they get those opportunities. All children have equal rights,
and everyone is included here.”

STRAND C

Highlights and comments

Children are
empowered to enjoy
and exercise their
rights and to promote
the rights of others
locally and globally.
Duty bearers are
accountable for
ensuring children

experience their rights.

" Pupil voice is very important,” shared one child, “ There are lots of groups
where children can get involved with the school and help out and we talk about
rights a lot." The groups include: Article 12 Committee, Eco Committee,
Sports Crew, Library Crew, Anti-bullying Crew, and Building Learning Power
Committee. The RRSA lead said, “"Where | see impact the most is our
commitment to pupil voice... it's given a real priority.” The Article 12
Committee has developed a plan to involve more children in decision-making
next year, responding to feedback that children want more opportunities to
share their views. Some children said, " WWere going to get tables out at break
and listen to people and what they want. ” Pupils write to the headteacher and
governors with ideas and the headteacher reflected, “/t's not tokenistic... the
children’s voices are absolutely heard, and they have an impact on decision-
making. The children know their voice has value and power.”

A teacher shared, " The children do feel that they can make a difference in the
world,” and they do this in many ways. Children said, “We’ve done a Soccer
Aid football match; people brought in donations and this supports children’s
rights, ” and members of the Article 12 Committee have, “...written articles
for the newsletters, ” including a weekly Rights Respecting blog and articles
for the local parish newsletter which is distributed to local villages. The school
runs an annual Children’s Rights Conference for local schools, the RRSA lead
saying, “It's getting bigger and bigger!” This year the focus is on children’s
rights and literature. The RRSA lead added, “/'ve worked with our literacy lead
and the children. We’ve picked seven different texts to use across each key
stage. ” The school has global links, with children working with pupils from a
school in India on a project linked to sustainability and the environment,
children sharing, " We teach each other about endangered birds; it links to the
right to a clean and safe environment.”
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