Newsletter Friday 12th September 2025

Headteacher News

Welcome back to the start of a new academic year and the first newsletter of 2025/2026. Our
aim is that all children enjoy their learning, and grow in confidence anehveeth so that they
thrive in our everchanging world. We are excited for all the opportunities that await our
current pupils this year. Whether you are already a William Fletcher family or joining us for the
first time, we want to ensure that you are fully informed of these opportunities.

Looking ahead to this year, our commitment remains simple: to provide the best possible
education for every child. We want all students to be academically successful, contribute
positively to the community, and grow into webunded, confident young people. We will
continue to hold high expectations for all students. This is not about perfectionism or holding
students to unrealistic standards; it is a message of hope. We believe every child has the
potential to achieve and even exceed their goals, and we are here to support them on that
journey. We will also maintain our focus on attendance, a consistent presence in the classroom
is essential for both academic success and wellbeing.

Working together with you as partners is an essential priority. Your insights into your child's
learning, individual needs, and life outside of school are invaluable to us. When we listen and
respond to your feedback, it helps us create a more complete picture of your child, allowing us
to better support them in the classroom. By collaborating, we can create a powerful and unified
support system that helps your child thrive both in and out of school.

Our weekly newsletter is an excellent source of information about school events, activities and
student achievements and we hope that you will find time each week to browse the stories. You
can also see all the information and class updates on Class Dojo so please make sure you are
registered.

| wish you and your family a happy and successful year ahead, and thank you again for your
continued support.




School uniform

If you are purchasing new uniform, please check the schools uniform policy. It is available on
our website.

Main Uniform
w Navy, grey or black skirt or pinafore dre€kirt should be knee length
w Grey or black trousers or shorts0 leggings
w White or blue poleshirt or white shirt/blouse
w Navy blue jumper or cardigan
w Black shoes or black boots in winter
w Navy blue checked summer dress
PE
w White plain tshirt
w Navy blue or black shorts or skort (no branding)
w Plain navy blue or black sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms/leggings (no branding)
w Trainers
The school will provide a separate PE kit for pupils when participating in sports tournaments.
Hair, Jewellery and accessories

w No jewellery allowed except for a watch and only small, plain studs if children have
pierced ears.These need to be removed during PE.

w Watchesc to be analogue or digital, no SMART watches.
w Long hair should be worn tied up

w Make up should not be worn in school by any pupils including nail varnish.



A reminder that PE kits are only to be worn on days when the children have PE.

Our PTA run an exchange uniform shop where parents can purchase second hand uniform or
exchange uniform that their child has outgrown. Please contact the school office if you would
like access to the uniform exchange.

Many thanks

Reading Raffle

LA

This year we will continue with our reading raffle. For every 25 nights your child reads at home,
they will receive a raffle ticket to be entered into a prize dathe raffle tickets will have their
name and class written on it and your child will put it in a box in the school library. At the end of
each half term, we will draw out 5 winners from the raffle. The more your child reads at home
and fills in their reading diary, the better their chance of winning a pki¥ays you can help

w Listen to and encourage your child to read as much at home as possible (7 days in a
week, so they could get their first raffle ticket in a few weeks).



w Choose a variety of textsfiction, nonfiction, comics, newspapers, etdhey all count
and can be written in the reading diary.

w In EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2, the parents/carers can fill in the diary (in-&¢laes 3
children can do this more independently).

w Although teachers will be counting up the nights in the reading diary, encourage your
child to count their own nights and let their teacher know when they have reached 25!

In EYFS, they will still do a reading raffle however, this will be run slightly differently. They will
get a raffle ticket every 7th read, and it will be put in their own box in the Sim®atassroom.
They will choose 2 winners for a prize every 2 weeks. The teachers will tally up the nights.

“The more you r’ead

the more 71 5 you know.
The morethatyou | @ 2 11

the morep ACESyouligo”

-Dr. Seuss



Attendance
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Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 7th July was 95.84% attendance.

School Values

The value of the month for September is excellence.

We have high expectations of our children and we want them to strive for excellence in all areas
of the curriculum. Our curriculum encourages this by being aspirational and it gives our children
authentic opportunities to show excellence across the curriculum.

Children are encouraged to try their best, not be afraid of mistakes, and persist in the face of
challenges to achieve their goals.

Excellence is seen as a result of working together, with children, staff, parents, and the
community collaborating to achieve shared goals.

I look forward to giving out dojo points for children demonstrating the value of excellence.



what we repeatedly do.

Excellence then,
is not an act,
but a habit.

-Aristotle




“Excellence
is not being
the best; it is
doing your
best.”

Simmonds Class

We have really enjoyed welcoming all of our new children and their families to Simmonds Class.
They have settled in and are picking up the new routines well. Children who have joined us from
private day nurseries are already making friends with others and we can already feel that sense
of belonging. We will continue to get to know each other over the next few weeks. A reminder



that Mrs Haynes teaches in Simmonds Class on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Mrs Sale
teaches the children on Thursday and Friday. The children are also supported by our wonderful
Teaching Assistants; Mrs McEneaney, Mrs Weeks, Mrs Gardner and Mrs Davies.

In our Reading Lessons we have been listening to different stories about 'starting school'. The
children recognised that the characters had similar feelings as they did when they came to
school for the first time. We talked about having a feeling of excitement, nervousness and
anticipation. We told the children that even the grown ups get these feelings too!

In Maths, we have been learning how to line up and touch counters as we count them. We
count slowly and touch each one as we say the number name. We are impressed by the
children's number recognition already!

In PE this week we focused on listening to instructions and perseveratgiving up! We

rode our imaginary bikes and stopped on a signal. Again, really impressed by the children’'s
enthusiasm and good listening. A reminder that PE and book change day is on Wednesday.
Send the reading folder into school on Wednesdays for now please.

Most of you have signed up to our school dojo. This is where reminders and school news gets
posted. Evidence Me is our learning app in EYFS where we will send group/individual snapshots
of the children's learning. If you need help getting set up with either dojo or Evidence Me then
come and see Mrs Haynes.
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Seacole Class

ItQ been a fantastic start to the new school year in Seacole class, and we are so pleased with
how well everyone has settled in! The children have already shown super enthusiasm and focus.

We have began by finding out about Mary Seacole. The children have enjoyed ordering the key
events of her life and painting careful portraits of this inspirational figure. In Engliste Wween
readingThis is Our Houssnd writing our own sentencesalways remembering those

important finger spaces, capital letters, and full stops!

Maths has been goedve have been recognising numbers and counting groups of objects,
working carefully and showing great focus. Our Geography lessons have introduced us to the



different continents of the world, and the children were especially excited to learn a song to
help remember them all. Why don't you ask them to sing it for you?

Well done to everyone for such a positive stawvhat a brilliant first two weeks! Have a lovely,
restful weekend.



















Attenborough Class






What a start we have had in year 2, rest assured the children have adjusted and settled well into
year 2 life. Last week we spent a lot of time talking about school expectations, thinking about
what is expected and unexpected behaviour for inside the classroom to ensure we are working
our best. We also had a session learning about David Attenborough and understanding why we
are named after him. The children were amazed by all of his work and all wrote down their
favourite fact about him to go up onto our display outside of the classroom. Feel free to take a
peek at all the amazing work at drop off! Finally, last week we looked at the rights of the child
for our class charter, the children drew pictures to show what they though the rights we chose
looked like.

This week we have begun all of our amazing topics and units of work. In English we have started
a brilliant book called ‘Grandad's Island' by Benji Davies. We have all loved this book so far and
can't wait to find out what happens next. In Science, we have begun our topic of animals
including humans by labelling the main body parts. Everyone did an excellent job and could
name so many. Finally in Geography, we have started our topic of Water Worlds. We started this
by exploring the continents and the oceans through listening to our favourite songs. | have

linked the songs here if you wish to play this with your child (they really do love it!)
https://youtu.be/K6DSMZ8b3L E?feature=shared

https://youtu.be/X6BE4VcYngQ?feature=shared

Today, the children will bring home their homework folders, these need to be brought back in
on Monday. Some children may not have any homework set yet due to the different work
completed in spellings/phonics. Please do not worry about this as it will be sent home in the
coming weeks. Please also keep reading with your child, every 25 nights they get, the will get a
raffle ticket into the reading raffle with the chance to win prizes.

| hope you all have a restful weekend and | look forward to what the rest of this term brings.



https://youtu.be/K6DSMZ8b3LE?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/X6BE4VcYngQ?feature=shared







Weir Class

The children been thinking about how we can stay calm and cope with our worries, with the
leap to year 3 from KS1 and decided on the rights we would like on our class charter. Why not
ask your children about our marvelous mistakes and being a Yeti! They have been earning lots
of dojo points as they have been settling in and getting to grips with the expected behaviour in
class, in assembly, on the playground and moving around the school.



The children having been showing great determination and resilience when getting used to
learning in year 3. In writing, we have been learning about the poetic devices alliteration,
assonance and rhyme, using each of them to write a short poem about a birthday party.

In maths, we have been focusing on place value and partitioning numbers in different ways. We
have talked lots about how many ones are in 10, how many tens are in 100 and representing
numbers up to 1000We have also been practicing our counting in 2s, 5s and 10s to help us
work out the numbers shown on a number line.

We learnt about things that are important to each of us and to Hindu children as we began our
learning in RE, working in groups to create a jigsaw of the important things influencing the life
of a Hindu brother and sister.

Lastly, today the children will have brought home their spellings, the homework sheet is to help
them learn the spellings which we test on the Thursday of the following week. Rleass

send the sheets back to schqdhey are for the children to spend whatever time they and you

feel is appropriate to learn the words. They have login details for EdShed, which gives them
access to games they can play on Spellingshed to help them learn the words, an optional fun
way of learning their spellings. They also have a login for TTRockstars, which again is an optional
fun games based activity to help them learn their times tables.

As stated in the parent letter given to the children after their transition day at the end of year 2,
the homework expectation in year 3 is as follows;

Reading diaries

Please read at home as often as you can with your ch@niportant to continue hearing them

read aloud even if they can confidently read independently, this is to enable you to discuss with
them what they are reading and talk about new vocabulary that they come across, all of which
helps to develop their comprehension skills. The children should use the Reading Diary to record
reading completed at home and any comments. Send it into school every day please.

Homework

Spellings to learn are sent home weekly. There will also be a printed activity which is usually
vocabulary focused, this is included to help them understand the meaning of the words. Tests
happen weekly to check they have learnt their spellings and to support them with any they are
still unsure on. Games will be set on Spelling Shed to help them learn the words. Your child will
be given login details for Spelling Shed at the beginning of the year.









