Newsletter Friday 10th October 2025

Headteacher News

As we approach the halfway point of this term, | want to take a moment to reflect on the energy
and enthusiasm that continues to fill our school each day. From the classroom to the
playground, it's been another busy and rewarding week of learning, creativity, and community.

This week,®e had the pleasure of visiting several classrooms and have been so impressed by
the focus and curiosity of our pupils. Year 4 and 5 have been exploring persuasive writing with
real flair, while our youngest learners in Reception have been busy investigating autumn
through art and storytelling. & always a joy to see our students engaged and excited about
their learning.

On Friday all the children in Year 1 to Year 6 walked to the church to celebrate our Harvest
Festival and to share their learning. Each class took a turn in sharing how Harvest is celebrated
around the world. The standard of the work was very high and children spoke with confidence
and knowledge. Thank you to Reverend Oliver for his words (and help with the microphone)
Thank you for the generous amount of food items that were donated for the foodbank.

Good attendance is vital for every clduccess at school. Thank you for your efforts in
ensuring children arrive on time and ready to learn. If your child is unwell or unable to attend,
please remember to contact the office before 9am.

Good luck to the children and staff taking part in the Oxford Half Marathon Schools Challenge
on Sunday morning.

As always, thank you for your continued support.

Wishing you a restful weekend.













School uniform

If you are purchasing new uniform, please check the schools uniform policy. It is available on
our website.

Main Uniform
w Navy, grey or black skirt or pinafore dre€kirt should be knee length
w Grey or black trousers or shorts0 leggings
w White or blue poleshirt or white shirt/blouse
w Navy blue jumper or cardigan
w Black shoes or black boots in winter
w Navy blue checked summer dress
PE
w White plain tshirt
w Navy blue or black shorts or skort (no branding)
w Plain navy blue or black sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms/leggings (no branding)
w Trainers
The school will provide a separate PE kit for pupils when participating in sports tournaments.
Hair, Jewellery and accessories

w No jewellery allowed except for a watch and only small, plain studs if children have
pierced ears.These need to be removed during PE.

w Watchesc to be analogue or digital, no SMART watches.
w Long hair should be worn tied up

w Make up should not be worn in school by any pupils including nail varnish.



A reminder that PE kits are only to be worn on days when the children have PE.

Our PTA run an exchange uniform shop where parents can purchase second hand uniform or

exchange uniform that their child has outgrown. Please contact the school office if you would
like access to the uniform exchange.

Many thanks

Star of the Week
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Congratulations to the William Fletcher Star of the Week.
Reader Sophie in Attenborough Class
Maths- Evangeline in Baker Class

Writer - Milly in Seacole Class



Excellence Is not a skill,
itis an attitude.
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Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 6th October was 97.24% attendance.



School Values
The value of the month for October is leadership.

Leadership is valuable becausdetvelops essential life skills like confidence, communication,
problemsolving, and teamwork in children, helping them to become active, responsible
citizens.lt fosters a sense of ownership and pride in the school community by empowering
pupils to contribute to policies, initiatives, and events, ensuring their voices are HEagl.
approach prepares them for future success by instilling values and providing practical
experience in decisiemaking and collaboration.

Benefits for Children:

w Skill DevelopmentChildren gain confidence, learn creative probisaiving, and
develop strong communication and collaboration skills.

w Active CitizenshipThey learn to contribute positively to their community and
understand the importance of their voice in school life.

w Responsibility and Ownershigdpportunities to lead foster a sense of responsibility and
ownership, enhancing sedfsteem.

w Preparation for the FutureDeveloping leadership skills early sets children on a path for
future academic and personal success.

| look forward to awarding dojo points to children for showing the value of leadership.



Simmonds Class

Well that week whizzed by! We emersed ourselves in the story of The Little Red Hen this week.
We talked about the process of growing wheat, which ties into our learning about Harvest. We
then developed this learning further by baking our own bread. The children took turns to weigh,
mix and knead and our school cook kindly baked the rolls in the oven. They made a tasty
afternoon snack! In Maths, we have been learning to represent the numbers 1,2 and 3. Finding
1, 2 and 3 objects from around the classroowrtieg and matching numerals and objects to

the amounts of 1,2 and 3. We continue this learning into next week where we will be recording
ways to represent 1, 2 and 3. As we start to think about Harvest we invited Reverend Oliver in to
speak to the children. He spoke about how people celebrate Harvest and how we give thanks
for our harvest goods. We are grateful for his time in coming to speak with the children and we
love making links with our local community. Next week we will be listening to the stery T
Squirrels who squabbled by Rachel Bright and Jim Field. Here is a link to the story if you'd like to
share it at home beforehand:he Squirrels Who Squabbled read by Ross Kemp | CBeebies
Bedtime StoryHave a lovely weekend when it arrives.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3U-mVnMD2fE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3U-mVnMD2fE







Seacole Class

[tQ been another wonderful week in Seacole class.

We have been learning about how harvest is recognised here in the UK. We have explored the
different crops that grow here and the many types of food produced across the country. The
children especially enjoyed making their own scarecrows to share during our Harvest
celebrations at church. We walked to St Bartholon@®@hurch, where we shared our learning
with the rest of the school. It was lovely to hear what the other classes had been working on
too. Walking to the church together was lots of fun, and théddren represented Seacole class

beautifully!



In English, we have started reading the classic dtdngre the Wild Things Algy Maurice
Sendak. The children have loved meeting Max and the Wild Things and are beginning to explore

the storyQ imaginative setting and exciting language.

In Geography, we have continued our map work, designing our own pirate maps and using the
symbols from our keys to show different features. The creativity and attention to detail have

been fantastic!

Well done, Seacole class, for another brilliant week of learning and teamwork. Have a lovely

weekend!










Attenborough Class






This week has been full to the brim of learning! We began the week by starting a new story
book for our reading lessons called 'Mrs Noah's Pockets', a story book relating to Noah's Ark.
The children have worked hard picking out key information and learning how to answer multiple
choice questions.

In Maths, we have begun our addition and subtraction topic. We have looked into number
bonds to 10 through using shuffle boxes. We had 10 cubes in a tray, we shuffled them around
and it gave us sums to 10. It was definitely loud but so much fun! The children then wrote down
all the sums they created as they went along.

Throughout this week we have also been doing lots of learning ahead of our church visit on
Friday. Our class chose to look at how Harvest is celebrated in China. We had learnt lots of
interesting facts about it and also created our own lanterns and dragon masks to take with us.
The children did amazingly on our church visit, walking sensibly on the way to the church and
back and showed excellent listening to the other classes sharing their learning.

Just a little reminder to please book parents evening if you haven't already. The website stops
allowing bookings after the 17th so do get it booked in before. Parents evening is Wednesday
22nd (Virtual) and Thursday 23rd (face to face).
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Weir Class

The children have been busy creating story maps in our writing lessons this week in readiness
for writing first person narratives based on the the book, The Hunter, which is about a young girl
going into the African bush with her grandfather, getting lost and finding a baby elephant.

In Maths, we have been using our place value knowledge in learning to add and subtract 1s, 10s
or 100s to a three digit number. The children have used diennes to help them by making the
numbers then adding or taking away the given amount to answer guestions on their worksheets.



They have been very creative in Science, making posters about staying safe from the harmful UV
light rays from the sun. On Friday they enjoyed sharing their learning and artwork about
Harvest festival celebrations in Australia as part of the school Harvest Around the World
celebrations at the church. We all got very messy last week making our printed pieces of art to
represent the huge orange sculptures which are displayed as part of the Renmark Orange Week
festival. A huge thank you to the parents whelfred supervise the children on the walk to and

from the church.
















Curie, Kahlo & Baker Class

The highlight of the week for Years 4 and 5 has been going to Bletchley Park. We were lucky
with the weather which stayed dry for both days. We have been learning in class how the British
Airforce defended our shores well during the Battle of Britain and how technology helped us by
using RADAR so that the Germans could not surprise us with any attacks. This was then added
to by our visit to Bletchley where the invention of the Bombe machine made decrypting the
German codes so much quicker, shortening the lma2 years and saving many thousands of

lives in the process.

Each group had time to explore the grounds of Bletchley Park and the huts where Alan Turing
and his team worked which are still kept the same today with blackout blinds pulled down, old
fashioned typewriters and telephones. There were lots of video clips to watch and interactive
displays to explore which the children found interesting.

We took part in a Secret Codes workshop where the children encountered lots of different
ways to decipher messages, working together and helping each other to crack the codes. We
listened to morse code and worked hard to try to hear the different letters that were being
made. At the end of the workshop, the children were shown a real Enigma machine and were
allowed to press the keyscarefully!

A guide also gave us an informative tour of Bletchley Park, explaining how things would have
been organised in war time and who was asked to work there. The secrecy of the place was

paramount and we found out that people died long after the war was over without ever telling
their loved ones the truth about their contribution to the war effort.



All three classes behaved really well and we were very proud of our children. People
commented on their historical knowledge and understanding and the children showed good

engagement over a long day. | would recommend giving Bletchley Park a visit with your family
and taking your own little Guide with you!



