Newsletter Friday 17th October 2025

Headteacher News

As we reach the end of another busy and exciting week at William Fletcher, | wanted to take a
moment to share some of the highlights and important updates with you all.

ItQ been wonderful to walk through the school and see so much brilliant learning taking place.
The children are demonstrating enjoyment and engagement towards their learning. We are all
very proud of how hard they are working.

A particular highlight this week was the UNICEF Rights Respecting Conference attended by our
Article 12 pupil voice group. This took place at Blenheim Palace alongside children from our
partnership schools. The day is arranged and led by Mrs Lancaster. Thank you to all the staff
and children who attended such an important event.

On Thursday the school had a visit from firefighters who parked their fire engine on our
playground! The team allowed classes in Reception and KS1 to visit the engine and look around,
spending time talking to the children about fire safety as well as answering their questions.

A reminder that school closes next Friday 24th October at 3pm for the half term break and will
reopen on Tuesday 4th November

A Reminders

w Please make sure athool uniform is clearly labelledespecially coats and jumpers as
the weather turns colder.

w A reminder that children should not bring toys or personal items into school unless
requested by their teacher.

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable weekend.

Warm regards,



If you are purchasing new uniform, please check the schools uniform policy. It is available on
our website.

Main Uniform

w

w

PE

w

w

Navy, grey or black skirt or pinafore dre€kirt should be knee length
Grey or black trousers or shor®0 leggings

White or blue poleshirt or white shirt/blouse

Navy blue jumper or cardigan

Black shoes or black boots in winter

Navy blue checked summer dress

White plain tshirt
Navy blue or black shorts or skort (no branding)
Plain navy blue or black sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms/leggings (no branding)

Trainers

The school will provide a separate PE kit for pupils when participating in sports tournaments.

Hair, Jewellery and accessories

w

w

w

w

No jewellery allowed except for a watch and only small, plain studs if children have
pierced ears.These need to be removed during PE.

Watchesg to be analogue or digital, no SMART watches.
Long hair should be worn tied up

Make up should not be worn in school by any pupils including nail varnish.

A reminder that PE kits are only to be worn on days when the children have PE.

Our PTA run an exchange uniform shop where parents can purchase second hand uniform or
exchange uniform that their child has outgrown. Please contact the school office if you would
like access to the uniform exchange.

Many thanks

Mrs C Martin



Attendance

School Attendance

175 Non School — 175 days to use for
Days Each Year family time, visits,

holidays, shopping,
household jobs and

19 DAY ABSENCE other appointments

10 DAY ABSENCE

’ 29 DAY ABSENCE
171 Days
of
education

This equates to 209
days of absence
over 11 years of
schooling, more

than ONE YEAR of
school missed.

90% ‘

Percentage Attendance

GOOD WORRYING SERIOUS CONCERN

Best chance to succeed Less ct of celebrating

38 DAY ABSENCE

47 DAY ABSENCE

Celebrating success very difficult
Celebrate Success Makes it harder to make progress Possible COURT ACTION

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 13th October was 94.10% attendance.



School Values

The value of the month for October is leadership.

Leadership is valuable becausedetvelops essential life skills like confidence, communication,
problemsolving, and teamwork in children, helping them to become active, responsible
citizens.It fosters a sense of ownership and pride in the school community by empowering
pupils to contribute to policies, initiatives, and events, ensuring their voices are hHasl.
approach prepares them for future success by instilling values and providing practical
experience in decisiomaking and collaboration.

Benefits for Children:

w Skill DevelopmentChildren gain confidence, learn creative probtsoiving, and
develop strong communication and collaboration skills.

w Active CitizenshipThey learn to contribute positively to their community and
understand the importance of their voice in school life.

w Responsibility and Ownershidpportunities to lead foster a sense of responsibility and
ownership, enhancing se#fsteem.



w Preparation for the FutureDeveloping leadership skills early sets children on a path for
future academic and personal success.

| look forward to awarding dojo points to children for showing the value of leadership.

Important Safeguarding Notice

MPORTANT

We want to make you aware of a recent issue affecting some popular cr@dreoks by
Andrew Cope, including the Spy Dogs, Spy Cats, and Spy Pups series.

Some editions of these books include a printed web address at the back. This link used to direct
readers to the authd® website, but the domain is no longer under his control. It has since been
taken over by another party and now leads to inappropriate adult content.

Puffin has paused sales and distribution of these titles and is working with schools, libraries, and
retailers to remove affected copies from circulation. They have stressed that the website has no
connection to the author or publisher.



Simmonds Class

The highlight of our week was a visit from the Kidlington Fire Service. They gave us a talk and
showed us the equipment that they carry on their fire engine. The children even had a go at
holding and spraying the hose. A delightful sight seeing the children in awe! The team of
firemen helped to highlight some important fire safety messages and we are grateful to them
for visiting. In our reading lessons this week we read the story The squirrels who squabbled. A
story with the message about working togethkstening to others and helping each other

instead of working against one another. We learnt some big words with this text: spontaneous
(doing things without planning too much), Squabble (argue) and cease (to stop). In Maths we
completed our unit of recognising and combining to show 1,2 and 3. We understand that three
ones are the same as the number 3 numicon tile. We know that 2+1 = 3 also. We have been
using dice and domino sets to help support children's ability to subitise.

Theterm subitiserefersto the ability to perceivethe numberof itemsin a groupat a glancewit

hout countingthem. Dice and dominoes are a very simple way for children to 'see' a number at
a glance. Have you got a set of dominoes at home? Dominoes are great for simple addition and
recognising number doubles too when the time comes to learning them. Next week we will
share the story Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert. Here is the link should you wish to share it before next



https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=2ee339bdb14825f0430ebb4f3c6cd9a290b1005e653b69f4dd2e0be45f8ddd4aJmltdHM9MTc2MDY1OTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0f66dfdd-f958-623d-2867-ce7ff8b863e3&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZGljdGlvbmFyeS5jb20vYnJvd3NlL3N1Yml0aXpl&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=2ee339bdb14825f0430ebb4f3c6cd9a290b1005e653b69f4dd2e0be45f8ddd4aJmltdHM9MTc2MDY1OTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0f66dfdd-f958-623d-2867-ce7ff8b863e3&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZGljdGlvbmFyeS5jb20vYnJvd3NlL3N1Yml0aXpl&ntb=1

week:Read Aloud: Leaf Man by Lois EhiSee you all next week. It's amazing to think how
much learning your child has completed in their very first term of school!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Q6asTLJ1wQ

w
=1
=1
a
o
=
]







Review

B TR







Seacole Class

ItQ been a busy and exciting week in our classroom!

In Maths, w&e been exploring paipart-whole models. The children have really enjoyed
figuring out what two parts can be combined to make a whole numb@rbien wonderful to
see their problerssolving skills in action!

In English, w&e been learning all about imperative vetber as we like to call them, bossy
words! As part of our focus on instructional writing, the children impressed us with how many
bossy words they could come up with. Why not ask your child what bossy wordgeHssen
using in class?

To tie into our English work, we also got creative this week and made our own undersea
puppets. The children had a great time designing and crafting them. Next we@kbevevriting
instructions on how we made them!

This week in Science, We been learning all about the four seasons! The children explored

when each season occurs and enjoyed discussing the changes we see throughout the year. We
focused especially on Autumrtalking about the colours we notice during this time and the
animals we might see as the weather begins to chan@béen a colourful and curious week

of learning!

On Thursday this week Year 1 and 2 had an exciting visit from the fire engine service, where
they took part in fun activities and learned all about fire safety and who to call in an emergency.



And finally, just a gentle reminder that the Dance Festival is taking place on Wednesday 22nd

October. We will be back at school in time for lunch. Please ensure you have given permission
for your child to attend thank you!

Have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you all on Monday for our last week of
term! :)






















Attenborough Class






What a week! We are definitely all feeling more tired as the term goes on but all the children

are working so hard. In our English this week, we have finished our story of Mrs Noah's Pockets
where we had learnt she snuck some of the troublesome creatures to their new land. The
children had made great predictions about this and found out their predictions were correct! In
our writing lessons we have been looking at retelling a narrative. We had chosen The hare and
the tortoise, a very well known story from Aesop's fables. This week they had created their own
story maps and had began writing the story. Super well done to everyone so far.

In Maths this week we have continued our addition and subtraction by looking at fact families,
number bonds to 20 and adding by making 10. Adding by making 10 was quite a tricky concept
so we all worked by using blocks and tens frames to help us. This will be revisited later in the
year as well as in later years.

We have also done our PTA Christmas cards! It does feel very early however we did have a very
festive Friday afternoon. The cards are looking fab and we can't wait for you to see the proofs of
them.

To top off our week we had a visit from the firefighters at Kidlington Fire Station! Fireman Chris
and Fireman Sam came to teach us about the importance of fire safety, what we should do if
there is a fire and what firefighters have to wear when they go into a fire. We also learnt that
they do a lot more than just fires! See if your child can remember some of the other things they
do? After a chat inside, we got to go outside and see the fire truck and some more firefighters.
The children got to see whatiisside the truck and because they did so well, they even got a go
on the fire hose. The firemen sent the children home with some homework to see how many
fire alarms they had in their house and if they work but also to remember their address incase
they ever had to call for 999.

It has been a busy week so have a lovely, restful weekend and | look forward to seeing you for
out last week of this term.















