
 Newsletter Friday 14th November 2025 

Headteacher News 

Wow!  What an incredible week we have had at William Fletcher. 

It has been full of wonderful achievements and plenty of hard work in all of our classes.  We 

welcomed back the Year 6 children from their residential trip away and have really enjoyed 

hearing about their challenges and successes.  The children took on incredible activities each 

day including caving, abseiling and kayaking - helping each other to complete the tasks.  The 

staff reported that they were really well behaved and kind to each other.  We are all feeling very 

proud of the children. I would like to do a special 'thank you' to the staff who went with the 

children, supporting them all week.  We absolutely would not be able to run such a brilliant trip 

if we didn't have such enthusiastic and committed staff.   

To mark Remembrance Day, a group of children alongside Mr Austin and Revered Oliver went to 

the memorial in Yarnton to place a poppy wreath and pay our respects to those who have lost 

their lives in wars.  Once again, I was very proud of our children and how respectful and 

thoughtful they were.  

Despite the slightly dodgy weather this week, our children also took part in a cross country 

competition at The Marlborough School.  All of the teams completed the course and won 

overall. They will progress through to the next round where they will continue to show our 

school values of resilience and determination.  

On Friday the school came together to celebrate Children in Need by wearing pyjamas and 

spotty clothes.  Each class completed different activities, learning about the role of charities and 

how they support children and young people.  Thank you to everyone who donated and helped 

us raise money for Children in Need. 

I would like to wish you a restful weekend, I hope you all stay dry! 

 



School uniform 

 

If you are purchasing new uniform, please check the schools uniform policy.  It is available on 

our website. 

Main Uniform 

ω Navy, grey or black skirt or pinafore dress.  Skirt should be knee length 

ω Grey or black trousers or shorts - no leggings 

ω White or blue polo-shirt or white shirt/blouse 

ω Navy blue jumper or cardigan 

ω Black shoes or black boots in winter 

ω Navy blue checked summer dress 

PE 

ω White plain t-shirt 

ω Navy blue or black shorts or skort (no branding) 

ω Plain navy blue or black sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms/leggings (no branding) 

ω Trainers 

The school will provide a separate PE kit for pupils when participating in sports tournaments. 

Hair, Jewellery and accessories 

ω No jewellery allowed except for a watch and only small, plain studs if children have 

pierced ears.  These need to be removed during PE. 

ω Watches ς to be analogue or digital, no SMART watches. 

ω Long hair should be worn tied up 

ω Make up should not be worn in school by any pupils including nail varnish. 



A reminder that PE kits are only to be worn on days when the children have PE. 

Our PTA run an exchange uniform shop where parents can purchase second hand uniform or 

exchange uniform that their child has outgrown.  Please contact the school office if you would 

like access to the uniform exchange. 

Many thanks 

Star of the Week 

 

Congratulations to the William Fletcher Star of the Week. 

Reader - Kayden in Kahlo Class 

Maths - Zachary in Kahlo Class 

Writer - Pod in Wier Class 



 



Attendance 

 

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 10th November was 97.1% attendance. 

School Values 

The value of the month for November is courage. 

We learnt that it takes courage to admit that you are wrong. It takes courage to learn from your 

mistakes. It takes courage to make new starts. It takes courage to make new friends, start new 

clubs or activities, and it takes courage to make difficult choices like standing up for what it right. 

We agreed that it sometimes feels a bit scary to show courage. However, we remembered that 

it is ok to be scared as it often means that we are about to do something really brave and 

courageous. 

Courage is also about a life-long process of challenging ourselves to be the best that we can be ς 

even when times are hard. 

 For children at school, this means : 



  

- the courage to say ΨnoΩ when others want you to do something you do not want to do; 

- the courage to stick at a task even when it is difficult  

- the courage to stand by your beliefs even when people laugh at you.    

- the courage to overcome barriers to learning that prevent you from being the best version of 

you. 

- the courage to be ambitious in your aspiration 

I am looking forward to awarding Dojo points to those children who show courage. 

Cross County 

 

On Wednesday a team from our school went to patriciate in West Oxfordshire Cross Country 

competition.  This was held at Marlborough school and all the children performed to the highest 

standard, achieving a first position overall.  We are incredible proud of all of the children's 

achievements and are looking forward to the next round of competition!  Thank you to the staff 

and parents who helped with this event.  



 

 

 



Important Safeguarding Notice 

 

We want to make you aware of a recent issue affecting some popular childrenΩs books by 

Andrew Cope, including the Spy Dogs, Spy Cats, and Spy Pups series. 

Some editions of these books include a printed web address at the back. This link used to direct 

readers to the authorΩs website, but the domain is no longer under his control. It has since been 

taken over by another party and now leads to inappropriate adult content. 

Puffin has paused sales and distribution of these titles and is working with schools, libraries, and 

retailers to remove affected copies from circulation. They have stressed that the website has no 

connection to the author or publisher. 



Simmonds Class 

 

We started the week learning about Remembrance Day and why we wear Poppies as a mark of 

respect. On Tuesday the children respectfully marked the 2-minute silence; taking time to think 

about all the brave soldiers and their families. In our Phonics and Writing we have been 

segementing (breaking down) and blending simple cvc words, for example cat, dog, bin. We 

used wipeable boards to fill in missing sounds in cvc words and we used our cvc puzzles to copy 

and build words. Later in the week we listened to words, looked at pictures of them and write 

down the first (initial) sound that we could hear in these words. In Maths we have been learning 

how to find 1 more than a given number. We learnt a new song called '1 elephant went out to 

play' to help us grasp the concept of adding 1 more. Can your child remember the song and sing 

it to you? In their recordings in Maths the children were able to count an amount, draw one 

more and count the total. Some children could tell you what one more was without needing to 

count! A great week of new learning. We are seeing children becoming more independent with 

putting their coats and wellies on (we are encouraging wellies on in the garden most days now!). 

Keep developing this independence at home too please, allowing time for your child to put on 

coats, practice zips and put shoes side by side before sliding feet in. It can take a bit of practice 

and perseverence. See you all on Monday!  



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Seacole Class 

 

Another great week in in Seacole class- full of learning and excitement! 

In Maths, we have continued with our Addition and Subtraction unit. The children have been 

using part-part-whole diagrams to explore how numbers are related and learning about 

the eight facts in a fact family. ItΩs been great to see everyoneΩs growing confidence when 

making links between addition and subtraction! 

In English, we have been reading The Storm Whale by Benji Davies. The children have enjoyed 

retelling and summarising parts of the story, as well as practising how to find key words in the 

questions to help retrieve important information. 

In Art, our hunt for the perfect leaf continues! The children have been sketching and 

shading carefully, then using wax crayons to create beautiful wax-resist pictures inspired by the 

textures, colours and shapes of leaves. Their attention to detail has been wonderful to see. 

We have also begun to think ahead to our Christmas show! The children are starting to practise 

the songs and are getting to know the plot of the story. ThereΩs already a bit of festive cheer in 

the air! 

Well done, Seacole class, for another fantastic week of hard work and enthusiasm. Have a lovely 

weekend! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



Attenborough Class 



 



Although the weather hasn't been the best, the children have still brought in the sunshine in by 

all of the lovely big smiles greeting the adults in the morning and it is lovely to see. In English 

this week we have continued our learning of Paddington and the children have been so engaged 

with this book. Knowing the story so well already has really helped with deepening 

conversations and thinking more creatively about the story. On Tuesday we related Paddington 

to other characters we may know and thought about what their favourite foods may be. Lots of 

the children really used great prior knowledge to help them think of these for example Mickey 

Mouse would like cheese because he is a mouse! If you wish to listen to the story at home with 

your child to help with prior learning, here is a link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWeZSwjq9EA .  

In Maths this week we have continued our addition and subtraction unit. We have looked at 

adding on in 10's from any given number. This has been a tricky concept to grasp so any extra 

practice of this would be great! This is a great video for them to join in with to help this learning 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncgNKmESFLY . We have also looked at subtracting by 

exchanging, the children did great at swapping 1 ten for 10 ones to help them, we practiced 

using dienes but also by drawing dienes.  

In Science we have continued learning about animals and their habitats. This week our focus 

was the different animals groups. We looked at key works such as fish, bird, mammal, reptile, 

amphibian and insect to help organise a range of animals. We tried to remember key facts 

about each animals type to help work it out!  

Finally, on Friday we had our first proper practice of the Christmas play. We have sent home the 

lines on Thursday so please do continue to practice these at home as they will need to know 

them off by heart for the performance. Also, please can these be brought back into school for a 

Friday for when we have our practices.  

 

Many thanks for all of you support!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWeZSwjq9EA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncgNKmESFLY


 

 

 



 

 

 



 



Weir Class 

 

In assembly on Monday the children learnt about the meaning and purpose of Remembrance 

Day, they all then did an amazing job of honoring the event with a two minute silence in class 

on Tuesday. 

They were very excited to begin learning French this week with Mrs. Moore, they all enjoyed 

learning a variety of greetings such as bonjour and au revoir in their lesson.  In our history 

lesson the children were learning about the Celts and how they were responsible for bringing 



the skill of smelting iron to Britain, and how Iron Age people lived.  All of the children were 

amazed at the size of an Iron Age roundhouse! 

In maths the children have risen to the challenge of how to exchange using column addition 

when adding numbers which cross the 10s and 100s.  Whilst in our writing lesson we have 

moved on to learning about formal letters of complaint, their audience, purpose and features. 

This week they particularly enjoyed our science lesson which was a practical activity using 

drums, rice, water and tuning forks to learn what sound is and how it travels. Ask them all about 

what they learned. 

 

 

 



 

Curie, Kahlo & Baker Class 

 

This second week of term has seen us remembering the soldiers that have died through conflict 

in a respectful way. The children made a large circle on the playground and we bowed our heads 

to stay silent and thoughtful for two minutes. In History, we continue to study World War II by 

looking at the role of women and how this changed; by reading about  the events of D-Day; and 

also looking at artefacts from the war that have been borrowed from the Oxford museum.  

The children have now completed their war pictures in art and I am very pleased with their 

creativity and effort. They have used a range of media and experimented to create different 

textures, shades and patterns to complement their compositions very effectively.  



On a similar theme, the children have also finished editing their evacuee diaries in their writing 

lessons. The children have included good descriptions and have shown a good understanding of 

how the children must have felt and been affected by evacuation.  

In PE, the children are learning to find different ways to jump and land which will be useful 

when they begin playing netball in their sport lessons. As the weather is becoming colder and 

more unpredictable, please ensure your child has warm clothes to wear as part of their PE kit, 

such as black or navy leggings/tracksuit bottoms and a William Fletcher jumper over their PE T-

shirt. At least one lesson a week will continue to be outside.  

As our field is already too muddy to use, playtimes are all on the playground now so we are 

introducing a range of equipment to help the children stay active and have fun!  

 



 

 

 


