
 Newsletter Friday 5th December 2025 

Headteacher News 

Despite some colder weather this week, the children have continued to shine in their learning. 

Every class has been applying themselves and demonstrating our school values each and every 

day.  The values of creativity and determination have been on show during rehearsals for the 

Nativity and Christmas performances.  It has been magical hearing the songs being sung around 

the school.   

This week Mrs Phillips took teams to take part in a Boccia tournament at The Marlborough 

School.  The children represented the school well and played brilliantly, with one team making it 

through to the next round.  Well done Team WF.   

May I wish you a restful weekend 

Mrs Martin  

 

School uniform reminder 

 

 

Please ensure that your child comes to school wearing the correct uniform every day.  A 

reminder that PE kits and trainers is MUST only be worn on days when your child has PE. 

A reminder of the full school uniform can be found on the school website. 



A further reminder that jewellery is not allowed in school - this includes bracelets, necklaces 

and hooped/large earrings 

We are very proud of our school unform and it helps promote unity and school identity. 

Thank you for your cooperation.  

Star of the Week 

 

Congratulations to the William Fletcher Star of the Week. 

Maths - Edith in Kahlo Class 

Reader- Nicole in Baker Class 

Writer - Divine in Johnson Class 



 



Attendance 

 

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 1st December was 92.7% attendance. 

School Values 

 

The value of the month for December is Respect 

Respect is such an important part of our school and we encourage children to use good 

manners from their first day at William Fletcher. From the time they start in Foundation Key 

Stage, children are encouraged to take turns, share resources and to listen to each other. As 

they move through school we ensure the children have respect for all of the adults they 



encounter at WF. It is also important that they also respect their peers and children value other 

peopleΩs opinions. This value is closely linked to kindness. Children are also expected to show 

respect for the school environment and resources, for example picking items up that have fallen 

onto the floor. 

How can children demonstrate the value of Respect? 

  

ω Remembering manners ς ΨPleaseΩ, ΨThank youΩ etc. 

ω Treating people how they would like to be treated 

ω Listening to others ς adults and children 

ω Being honest 

ω Following instructions 

ω Looking after belongings, both inside and outside the classroom 

ω Looking after our school, both inside and outside 

ω Keeping the classroom and cloakroom tidy 

ω Remember that we may all be different but we are all equal 

I look forward to awarding dojo points to those children who have shown the value of respect.  

 



 

 



Simmonds Class 

 

This week we have been learning about advent, marking the start of December and our 

Christmas preparations.  We have decorated the classroom by making tree decorations, paper 

chains and snowflakes, as well as advent wreaths.   It was lovely that so many families joined us 

for the first open classroom event. 

Nativity Rehearsals are in full swing and we are getting very excited about sharing our 

performance for an audience.  A reminder to please bring in any requested costume pieces on 

Monday if you havenΩt already done so. We hope lots of you are able to join us on Thursday 

morning when we share the story of 'The Star was Bright'. 

Learning at home - we have noticed some children are needing support with scissor grip and 

manipulation. Making snowflakes by cutting is a fun activity for all at home, and can make easy 

decorations for the home!  IΩve also attached fun scissor control Christmas activities which they 

make like to try. Thank you as always for your support.  



Create a Colourful Christmas Tree 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Seacole Class 

 



This week in Maths we have started an exciting new topic all about shape! We began by 

exploring 3D shapes, many of which the children were already familiar with. We had a brilliant 

lesson identifying different 3D shapes and then searching around the classroom to see if we 

could spot any real-life 3D objects. 

In English, we have also begun a new topic: Poems. We have been focusing on poems that use 

alliteration. After discussing what alliteration means, the children had lots of fun creating their 

own alliterative poems about winter and Christmasτtheir ideas were fantastic! Why donΩt you 

ask your child if they can remember what alliteration means? (Alliteration is when two or more 

words starting with the same sound are used in the same sentence or phrase i.e. seven sizzling 

sausages) 

The children have also been working really hard practising for their Christmas play, and their 

enthusiasm is shining through. 

It was wonderful to see so many parents at the Open Classroom on Wednesday. We hope you 

enjoyed looking through your childΩs booksτthey were very excited to share all the fantastic 

work they have done since starting Year 1. 

We hope you all have a lovely, restful weekend, and we will see you on Monday!  



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



Attenborough Class 



 



This week it has been a whole lot of play rehearsals! It is coming closer and closer and we can't 

wait to show you. Please do continue practicing lines with your child as this will really help their 

confidence for the real thing. Please could you also bring in the parts for your child's costumes 

in a labelled plastic bag by Wednesday 10th. We have a dress rehearsal to the school on Friday 

12th so we would like to be prepared. Thanks again to those who have already brought theirs in.  

In English reading this week we sadly finished our book of Paddington, safe to say this is 

probably our favourite one of the year so far! Next week we move onto The Christmas Pine, a 

poem by Julia Donaldson. In our writing lessons we have begun to explore stories from other 

cultures. Our chosen story is Lila and the secret of rain, a book based in Kenya exploring the 

issue of drought. If you would like to listen to the story with your child, here is a link 

https://youtu.be/04gRXlPnEeo?si=0UPN_dHE0AEzs82g  

In Maths we have looked at subtraction, some that are easier and some which require us to do 

some exchanging of tens for ones. If you would like to practice any of these at home that would 

be excellent to keep this in their short term memory as we continue to move on. 

https://youtu.be/ZAhDXUsJZIc?si=TmGOREQI7oOKkZys  

As we approach the end of term everyone is definitely getting more and more tired however 

everyone is still working hard as ever! 

Have a lovely weekend 

from Year 2 team 

 

 

https://youtu.be/04gRXlPnEeo?si=0UPN_dHE0AEzs82g
https://youtu.be/ZAhDXUsJZIc?si=TmGOREQI7oOKkZys


 

 



 



Weir Class 

 

It's been another busy week in Weir class!  The children have been learning how to use inverted 

commas to punctuate dialogue in readiness for writing historical stories based during the Iron 

Age.  Over the coming weeks they will be using what they have learnt in History to help them 

plan and write stories about raiders trying to invade a settlement. 

This week they have been learning about Cheddar man, a 10,000 year old skeleton which was 

found in Somerset in the early 1900s.  We have been very impressed at the number of facts 

they could tell us. Why not ask them to tell you about Cheddar man. 



On Wednesday the children were very excited to welcome you into our class and enjoyed 

sharing their learning with you. Thank you to everyone who was able to come along. 

We have been impressed with the resilience shown by the children in their maths learning this 

week when they were completing their learning on addition and subtraction by using the 

inverse. For the remainder of this term the children will be focusing on multiplication and 

division.  If you would like to support their learning at home please encourage them to use their 

TimesTable Rockstars logins to practice their times tables.  It's a fun way for them to learn! 

The children have been working hard on rehearsals for their Christmas play all week.  Please 

continue to help with learning lines at home for those children with speaking parts, they are 

sounding fantastic. Their first performance will be the dress rehearsal in front of the whole 

school next Friday.  

 A letter went home last week with details of their costumes for the play. For the majority of 

costumes, the school will provide the necessary parts, however please do supply base layers to 

be worn underneath. Please could costumes be brought to school, in a labelled bag, by 

Wednesday 10th December, thank you.  

 



 

 



 

Curie, Kahlo & Baker Class 

 



Thank you for joining us for Open Classroom this week, it was lovely to see how proud the 

children were to show you their work.  

Lots were especially excited to read their adventure stories to you, which they have loved 

writing. They've thought carefully about how to create suspense and included really interesting 

vocabulary to paint a detailed picture of their jungle setting. We've been really impressed by 

descriptions such has "dense, dark undergrowth" and "moss covered gnarled branches".  

Everyone has also been brilliant at using dialogue to develop characters and have been 

replacing the word "said" with language such as "whispered", "squealed" and "stammered" to 

give a sense of how characters are feeling. We are now completing our final editing before 

moving on to our next unit, newspaper reports. If you have newspapers at home, it would be 

great to show your child how they're set out and to talk to them about why you buy them.  

In computing, the children have been looking at technology through the ages and have travelled 

back to the 1980s. They've been playing Frogger to see how the graphics and controls have 

changed over the past 40 years. As you can see from the photos, they've had lots of fun playing 

what they described as an 'old fashioned' game! 

Lastly, everyone in year 4 will be bringing home timetable packs to help them practise for the 

national test next year. If you have any questions about to best help them practise, please do 

not hesitate to ask.  

 



 

 

 



 



Johnson Class 

 

Johnson class braved the cold this week in PE to make the most of the winter sunshine! We 

used lots of different equipment to design and test out our own fitness circuits. The circuits had 

to include aspects of cardio, balancing, strength and a skill (such as skipping, juggling etc.) The 

children had great fun designing their circuits and got to demonstrate them to other groups.  

 

In art, we have (almost) finished our John Piper paintings. The children worked hard to select 

materials they felt would best create the effect they wanted. They used a combination or 



pastels, charcoal and water colours to create their paintings and enjoyed experimenting with 

different shades of colour.  

 

We started our Make do and Mend DT project this week. The children are working in small 

groups to design an outfit for a teddy bear. We began by learning about the rationing of clothing 

and material during WW2 and why this was important. We discussed how this is very different 

from today's "fast fashion" culture. The children then worked in groups to design the outfit they 

want to make. We will be making them next week and the teddies will be having their very own 

fashion  

 

In History, we learnt about the events leading up to and significance of VE Day. The children 

showed great maturity when discussing the topics and were very reflective about how different 

people would have felt about the end of the war. They then discussed why they feel it is 

important to learn about WW2 and how it's shaped our lives today. I am very proud of how the 

children have approached this topic. They have shown real respect and maturity when 

discussing serious themes.  

 



 

 

 



Christmas School Plays 

 

This Year we are holding Christmas School Plays for Simmonds, Seacole, Attenborough & Weir 

Classes.   

 

11.12.2025                  Simmonds Class Christmas Play at 9.15am   

16.12.2025                  Seacole, Attenborough & Weir Classes Christmas Play at 9.30am 

18.12.2025                  Seacole, Attenborough & Weir Classes Christmas Play at 1.30pm 



Advent and Christmas at St Bartholomew's Church 

 

Celebrate Advent and Christmas with St Bartholomew's Church, Yarnton!  Join us for our 

Activity Morning, Christingle and Crib Service. All welcome. 

If register your interest in these events, please use this online 

form https://forms.gle/7bd44DgUuzyg55Wy5 

https://forms.gle/7bd44DgUuzyg55Wy5

