
 Newsletter Friday 16th January 2026 

Headteacher News 

It has been another very positive and productive week of learning across our school. I have 

been delighted to see the enthusiasm and curiosity our children bring to their lessons each day. 

Across all year groups, pupils are developing key skills in reading, writing and mathematics, as 

well as enjoying a broad and balanced curriculum that includes science, the arts and physical 

education. 

Our children are being encouraged to think deeply, ask questions and persevere when learning 

feels challenging, and it has been a pleasure to see them growing in confidence and 

independence as learners. The high-quality teaching and care provided by our staff continues to 

ensure that every child is supported and challenged appropriately, allowing them to make 

strong progress from their individual starting points. 

The children in every class continue to show commitment to their learning and behaviour. 

I hope you all enjoy a restful weekend and I look forward to welcoming everyone back for 

another exciting week of learning. 

Mrs Martin 

 

School uniform 

 



If you are purchasing new uniform, please check the schools uniform policy.  It is available on 

our website. 

Main Uniform 

ω Navy, grey or black skirt or pinafore dress.  Skirt should be knee length 

ω Grey or black trousers or shorts - no leggings 

ω White or blue polo-shirt or white shirt/blouse 

ω Navy blue jumper or cardigan 

ω Black shoes or black boots in winter 

ω Navy blue checked summer dress 

PE Uniform  

ω White plain t-shirt 

ω Navy blue or black shorts or skort (no branding) 

ω Plain navy blue or black sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms/leggings (no branding) 

ω Trainers 

The school will provide a separate PE kit for pupils when participating in sports tournaments. 

Hair, Jewellery and accessories 

ω No jewellery allowed except for a watch and only small, plain studs if children have 

pierced ears.  These need to be removed during PE. 

ω Watches ς to be analogue or digital, no SMART watches. 

ω Long hair should be worn tied up 

ω Make up should not be worn in school by any pupils including nail varnish. 

A reminder that PE kits are only to be worn on days when the children have PE. 

Our PTA run an exchange uniform shop where parents can purchase second hand uniform or 

exchange uniform that their child has outgrown.  Please contact the school office if you would 

like access to the uniform exchange. 

Many thanks 



Star of the Week 

 

Congratulations to the William Fletcher Stars of the Week. 

Maths - Favour in Curie Class 

Reader- Oliver in Weir Class 



 



Attendance 

 

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 12th January was 95.4% attendance. 

School Values 

The value of the month for January is compassion. 

We teach children that their attitudes and actions must reflect kindness and compassion. 

Compassion is much stronger than sympathy; if you have compassion you step into someoneΩs 

shoes, share their experiences and sufferings and want to support them or act on their 

behalf.   It is not just feeling sorry for someone but actually doing something about making their 

life or situation better. 

  

Compassion is about Ψstanding in someone elseΩs shoesΩ when they are having a hard time. In 

other words, trying to understand how they might be feeling and doing our best to try to 

help.  Talk together about: 



ω how we can show compassion and kindness to one another at home 

ω recognising when friends at school need us to listen and act with compassion 

ω stories in the news demonstrating how strangers show compassion in times of natural 

disasters 

ω how nations show compassion to other nations at times of disaster or need by sending 

money or volunteers to help 

I look forward to giving out dojo points to children showing compassion.  

 

 



 

Simmonds Class 

 

This week in Simmonds everyone has been chanting 'run, run, as fast as you can....', as we have 

learnt all about The Story of the Gingerbread Man.  On Monday we read one version and then 

acted it out with some finger puppets, before sharing another two versions later in the week 

and discussing the similarities and differences.  We also watched a BBC Story world version with 

the London Philharmonic playing instruments to accompany each character, before having a go 

ourselves in Friday's music lesson. 



We also sequenced the story, recreated the bakers house in our role play area, made dough 

gingerbread men and then made real ones to end the week!  They are in the oven as I write this 

- lets hope you don't see them running down Rutten Lane at pick up time!! 

In Maths we have been working on using the words equal/more/less to compare amounts, 

perhaps over the weekend you could try and use the vocabulary at home.  Here are some ideas 

to try.  If you find time to complete any of them please let us know on 'evidence me' as we are 

creating a 'wow moments' from home wall. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Seacole Class 

 

It has been a lovely week this week in Seacole class, the children are continuing to settle back 

into school very well.  

In Maths, we have been learning about numbers from 11ς20. The children have been practising 

writing these numbers as words and exploring different ways to partition them. For example, 

they know that 17 is made from 1 ten and 7 ones. You could support this learning at home by 

asking your child to explain how a number is made or by practising counting from 0ς20. Next 

week, we will be learning about one more and one less, so being confident with our numbers to 

20 will really help. 

In English, we have started an exciting new topic on recounts, which are pieces of writing about 

events that have already happened. We have been recounting our recent school trip to 

Crocodiles of the World, and it has been wonderful to hear the children talk about their 

experiences and memories from the day. Before writing our recounts, the children learned 

about verbs (doing words) and how to change them into the past tense. Why not ask your child 

if they can tell you a past tense verb, such as walked, jumped or hopped? They are doing a 

fantastic job with this! 

In Science, we have been learning about different materials. The children were able to name 

many materials, including metal, wood, plastic and fabric. We carried out our own investigation 

to explore how materials can change. We looked at objects to see if they could be squashed, 

stretched, bent or twisted. The children really enjoyed exploring the classroom and recording 

their findings. 



We hope you have a lovely, restful weekend and we look forward to seeing you all on Monday 

morning!   

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



Attenborough Class 



 



This week we have settled back into our learning and got ourselves used to being back at school. 

In Maths this week it has been money, money, money. We have explored pence and pounds and 

also began trying to make different amounts of money. This can be such a tricky concept now 

that we use physical money less and less often than we used to. If you get the chance over the 

weekend, see if you can find some coins and play some games such as shops to make different 

amounts of money, perhaps even think about change giving! 

In English this week we have started our next writing topic of non-chronological reports. We 

have chosen to do one on winter as we know so much about it following our seasons lesson 

from last week. We have started learning about subordinating conjunctions such as when, if, 

because and that. The children have done so well at this, writing their own sentences with them 

in.  

In PE this week, we started our gym unit for indoor PE with Mrs Moore. Sadly due to the winter 

weather, our 2nd PE lesson did have to be brought inside where we did some dynamic balances 

in the classroom. We also talked about why warm ups and cool downs are good for our bodies! 

In RE we have also continued our topic of leaders, teachers and followers. In this we looked at 

the story of Abraham and discussed why he was an important person to Christians and Jews. 

From this, we discussed how Abraham was a follower and God was his leader, guiding him.  

What a busy old week as usual! We wish you a very restful weekend and look forward to seeing 

everyone again on Monday! 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Weir Class 

 

The children have been continuing their learning about multiplication in Maths, learning how to 

use different methods to complete calculations. Whilst in their writing lessons they have been 

learning how to use similes, metaphors and expanded noun phrases to add descriptive detail, in 

readiness for planning our animal stories. 

We have begun our Geography learning, this term we will be learning all about Italy as 

background and context for our History learning next term when we will be focusing on the 

Romans. The children have been putting their drama skills to use in RE, working in groups to 



create freeze frames representing the Ten Commandments. Whilst in Science we have been 

learning about the different states of matter (solid, liquid, gas) and the properties of the 

particles in each one. 

 


