Newsletter Friday 23rd January 2026

Headteacher News

It has been another busy and rewarding week across the school, and | continue to be impressed
by the childrei® positive attitudes to learning. In classrooms, pupils have been working hard to
challenge themselves, showing resilience when tasks are tricky and pride in their achievements
when they succeed. These qualities are helping them to develop not only academically, but also
as confident and independent learners.

Beyond lessons, it has been lovely to see so many examples of kindness, cooperation and
respect between the children. Whether working together in group activities, supporting one
another on the playground, or representing the school in wider activities, they are
demonstrating our school values in meaningful ways. These moments are just as important as
academic success and contribute to the caring atmosphere we are so proud of.

As always, | would encourage you to talk with your child about what they have enjoyed or found
challenging this week. Celebrating successes and reflecting together helps children to recognise
their progress and set goals for the week ahead.

Thank you for your ongoing support, and | wish everyone a restful and enjoyable weekend.

School uniform




If you are purchasing new uniform, please check the schools uniform policy. It is available on
our website.

Main Uniform

w

w

w

w

Navy, grey or black skirt or pinafore dre€kirt should be knee length
Grey or black trousers or shorso leggings

White or blue poleshirt or white shirt/blouse

Navy blue jumper or cardigan

Black shoes or black boots in winter

Navy blue checked summer dress

PE Uniform

w

w

w

w

White plain tshirt
Navy blue or black shorts or skort (no branding)
Plain navy blue or black sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms/leggings (no branding)

Trainers

The school will provide a separate PE kit for pupils when participating in sports tournaments.

Hair, Jewellery and accessories

w

w

w

w

No jewellery allowed except for a watch and only small, plain studs if children have
pierced ears.These need to be removed during PE.

Watchesc to be analogue or digitaho SMART watches
Long hair should be worn tied up

Make up should not be worn in school by any pupils including nail varnish.

A reminder that PE kits are only to be worn on days when the children have PE.

Our PTA run an exchange uniform shop where parents can purchase second hand uniform or
exchange uniform that their child has outgrown. Please contact the school office if you would
like access to the uniform exchange.

Many thanks



School Vision

We have been working hard on a new school vision and aim. Please find the updated version
below...

School Motto

Inspire; Nurture; Achieve

School Vision Statement

We willnurture aspirationandhigh expectationgor learning toempowerevery child to
become a successful citizen of the world throwxeellencen all that we do, within a
supportive and inspiring community.

Article 28: Every child has the right to an education

School Aims

Yo create a nurturing community that promotesspect, honesty and compassion

¥ o create a learning environment that promotstermination, courage and resilience;
Yo celebrate high standards throughkcellence, creativity and curiosity

uYo create an environment that promotésadership, engagement andooperation.



Supporting Behaviour in the school

It may be helpful for us to share some of the updates to the school Behaviour Policy. Below is
an update regarding the vocabulary around supporting behaviour which you may hear or want
to use at home.

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all
staff and volunteers to share this commitment. We recognise that all behaviour is a method of
communication and that behaviours should be interpreted whilst taking into account age
appropriate responses and SEND.

We refer to behaviour using the termixpected behavioutand Unexpected behavio@We
define these terms as:

uExpected Behaviouithe things we do and say that are friendly, helpful and respectful to
others. Doing what is expected is based on where we are and who we areRuitlexample, it
is expected for a child to make a joke during playtime but not while in the middle of a test.

wdJnexpected behaviourThese are the things we do or say which make other people
uncomfortable and are not respectful or helpful to others. For example, it is unexpected for a
child to be excited and physically energised during a core lesson.

Unexpected behaviours are also different depending on who the child is with and where they
are.



Star of the Week

Congratulations to the William Fletcher Stars of the Week.
Maths- DaisyBelle in Seacole Class and Owen in Weir Class
Reader Ewan in Seacole Class

Writer- Freddie in Attenborough Class
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Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 19th January was 95.8% attendance.

School Values
The value of the month for January is compassion.

We teach children that their attitudes and actions must reflect kindness and compassion.
Compassion is much stronger than sympathy; if you have compassion you step into s@neone
shoes, share their experiences and sufferings\aadt to support them or act on their

behalf. It is not just feeling sorry for someone but actually doing something about making their
life or situation better.

Compassion is abotiftanding in someone el&shoe§wvhen they are having a hard time. In
other words, trying to understand how they might be feeling and doing our best to try to
help. Talk together about:



w how we can show compassion and kindness to one another at home
w recognising when friends at school need us to listen and act with compassion

w stories in the news demonstrating how strangers show compassion in times of natural
disasters

w how nations show compassion to other nations at times of disaster or need by sending
money or volunteers to help

| look forward to giving out dojo points to children showing compassion.
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“Compassion”

Compassion means caring deeply for
others and wanting to help when
they're in need. It grows from
kindness, empathy and understanding.
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COMPASSION

Simmonds Class

This weel focus tale has been tHhree Little Pig@There is so much learning you can take
from this story- about the strength of different materials and planning strong foundations, and
also about the benefit of taking your time to make something as good as it can be. And of
course lots of work on the number three!

The children are getting really perceptive at discussing the similarities and differences between
different versions of each story, as well as enjoying role playing and retelling the story. We have
also tried planning and building our own strong houses, strong enough to withstand a hairdryer!



In PE we learnt a little pigs dance and in music a song retelling the story. The children created
some very detailed storymaps which they used to retell the story. Most were able to label their
maps with vocabulary from the story. We have seen some excellent teamwork as children
worked together to build houses using various large and small construction. In Maths the
children have continued their learning related to composition of 5. We have been using
counters/cubes/bears and five frames to show differerstys of making 5. The practical hands

on experience helps the Maths concepts 'stick'.

As the children begin to be able to decode simple words please can we ask you to support them
and us by going through phonics sounds and reading regularly at home. We appreciate
sometimes the children may be too tired at the end of a school day, but the more they read

Yittle and ofterCthe more fluent they will become. & rather like learning to drive, if you only

have lessons with an instructor it takes a lot longer than if you go out in your own time. We
really need the children to be practising their reading skills at home as well as with us in school.
If you are unsure how to do this please do catch one of us and we can go through this with you.

Many thanks.




























Seacole Class

Wow, we've come to the end of another fabulous week in Seacole class!

In our English, we continue to read The Tale of Peter Rabbit. This is such a classic story that
children and families have enjoyed for generations. We have also looked at poems and non
fiction texts linked to this.

In Maths we continue to learn about the teen numbers, representing them in different ways.
We have used number lines to find missing numbers and count on and back.

In our RE we have continued to learnt about leaders and followers . This week we have been
finding out about Abraham and his importance to religious people. This linked in with our
Geography work on direction. We looked at compass directions and followed directions around
the playground. We then looked at fictonal maps and described travel.

We also enjoyed looking at google maps online. We found the UK and Oxford and were able to
zoom in and find our school. If you have a chance at home, do have a look together and see if
you can find other significant places.

In Art we have been studying Flora and Fadoausing on vegetation and how artists represent
leaves and plants.
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Attenborough Class






What another fab week in year 2!

In Maths this week, we have continued our learning on money which is coming to an end. We
have been looking at making a pound and understanding there are 1@&Ip FPlease continue
practicing using coins at home for example, playing shops and setting certain prices.

In Geography, we have been looking at our compass directions. We discussed the importance of
a compass, especially before we had all of this technology to help us! We then had some
practice giving directions on our rug to get from one square to another using our technical
language such as left, right, forwards, backwards, north, south etc. They did so well that we

then had a go on our tables with a map.

In PE we did some dynamic balances, with balancing a bean bag on different parts of our body
and in Science, we have been exploring different materials and whether we are able to change
their shape. We looked at materials such as a plastic ruler, a stone, sortexiand tin foil.

With the tin foil, we worked out we are able to shape metal depending on how thin or thick it is.

Finally this week, we had our PANTS talk with our toy Pantosaurus from the NSPCC. We read a
story book with our toy Pantosaurus and went on to discuss where our private parts are, why
they are private and why we shouldn't be asking to touch or see anybody else's. Finally we
spoke about who our trusted adults are if something was to happen that we were not happy
with. If you would like to listen to the Pantosaurus song at home with your child here is the link
https://youtu.be/-ILO7JOGU50?si=7gQchIWzE|BXKPYS

It has been a busy week of learning and we are looking forward to so much more.



https://youtu.be/-lL07JOGU5o?si=7gQchIWzEjBxKPYS




