
 Newsletter Friday 9th Janaury 2026 

Headteacher News 

Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 

I would like to take this early opportunity to wish you a very Happy New Year. I sincerely hope 

that you had a restful and rewarding break over the Christmas period, and we are all very 

excited to welcome the children back to school this week. I remain incredibly impressed by the 

excellent politeness, resilience and community spirit shown by students at the end of last term, 

and I am so excited to continue our journey of academic excellence with inclusivity for all in 

2026. 

Please remember that school attendance really matters! We expect excellent attendance from 

all of our students and would like to continue to thank you for all of your support in helping 

students to attend school punctually every day. Do contact the school if you would like any 

advice or support. 

We are so proud of the way that students have responded to our high expectations around 

uniform. We would like to remind you that full school uniform is expected every day apart from 

PE days when school PE uniform can be worn.  Trainers are only to be worn with PE uniform. We 

have a large stock of spare uniform and want to do everything we can to support students to be 

included in our community by wearing their uniform with pride. 

Finally, please remember that if you have any concerns or queries at all as the term progresses, 

do contact the school office.  Your childΩs class teacher will usually be your first port of call and 

are very happy to deal with any concerns you may have. 

Best wishes for 2026 

 



School uniform 

 

If you are purchasing new uniform, please check the schools uniform policy.  It is available on 

our website. 

Main Uniform 

ω Navy, grey or black skirt or pinafore dress.  Skirt should be knee length 

ω Grey or black trousers or shorts - no leggings 

ω White or blue polo-shirt or white shirt/blouse 

ω Navy blue jumper or cardigan 

ω Black shoes or black boots in winter 

ω Navy blue checked summer dress 

PE Uniform  

ω White plain t-shirt 

ω Navy blue or black shorts or skort (no branding) 

ω Plain navy blue or black sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms/leggings (no branding) 

ω Trainers 

The school will provide a separate PE kit for pupils when participating in sports tournaments. 

Hair, Jewellery and accessories 

ω No jewellery allowed except for a watch and only small, plain studs if children have 

pierced ears.  These need to be removed during PE. 

ω Watches ς to be analogue or digital, no SMART watches. 

ω Long hair should be worn tied up 

ω Make up should not be worn in school by any pupils including nail varnish. 



A reminder that PE kits are only to be worn on days when the children have PE. 

Our PTA run an exchange uniform shop where parents can purchase second hand uniform or 

exchange uniform that their child has outgrown.  Please contact the school office if you would 

like access to the uniform exchange. 

Many thanks 

Attendance 

 

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 6th January was 96.2% attendance. 

School Values 

The value of the month for January is compassion. 

We teach children that their attitudes and actions must reflect kindness and compassion. 

Compassion is much stronger than sympathy; if you have compassion you step into someoneΩs 

shoes, share their experiences and sufferings and want to support them or act on their 



behalf.   It is not just feeling sorry for someone but actually doing something about making their 

life or situation better. 

  

Compassion is about Ψstanding in someone elseΩs shoesΩ when they are having a hard time. In 

other words, trying to understand how they might be feeling and doing our best to try to 

help.  Talk together about: 

ω how we can show compassion and kindness to one another at home 

ω recognising when friends at school need us to listen and act with compassion 

ω stories in the news demonstrating how strangers show compassion in times of natural 

disasters 

ω how nations show compassion to other nations at times of disaster or need by sending 

money or volunteers to help 

I look forward to giving out dojo points to children showing compassion.  

 



 

 



Dogs on and around the school site 

 

We are writing to kindly remind everyone about our school's policy regarding dogs, primarily for 

the safety and comfort of all our pupils and staff. 

Key Points: 

No Dogs on Site: Please remember that dogs are not permitted on school grounds, even if 

carried, unless they are registered assistance dogs. 

Away from Gates: Dogs should not be tied up or left unattended near the school gates, as this 

can pose risks to the dog and children. 

Safety First: Even well-behaved dogs can become unpredictable in the busy, noisy, and crowded 

school environment, potentially causing fear or stress, especially for younger children or those 

with allergies. 

Cleanliness: If any dog fouls near the school or on pathways, please ensure it is cleaned up 

immediately. 

Respect Boundaries: Keeping dogs away from entrances ensures that all children and adults can 

enter and exit the school safely and choose their level of interaction with animals. 



We understand dogs are part of many families, but these rules protect our students and ensure 

a positive, safe environment for everyone as they arrive and leave. 

Thank you for your continued support in keeping our school community safe. 

Simmonds Class 

 

The children returned to Simmonds Class full of enthusiasm. It was lovely to be reunited! We 

welcome Iona and her family and look forward to getting to know them.  The next couple of 

weeks will focus on bringing our classroom routine back into play, all of which supports our 

readiness to learn. Children (and adults) thrive off routine, it reduces the cognitive load and the 

demands on children's brain so that they can focus on the task at hand.  

This term we explore traditional tales, including The Three Little pigs, Goldilocks and The 

Gingerbread Man. We will really start to develop our reading and writing skills in this term too 

by sequencing stories and writing captions.  

This week the children have listened to the story Goldilocks and the Three Bears. The children 

used role play to act out the story, this helps to develop their speaking and listening skills. It also 

supports their ability to sequence a story.   



In Maths we have been comparing sizes, linked to our story of Goldilocks, matching and 

ordering items by size. 

In Music we sang a Goldilocks song and chose instruments appropriate for Daddy, Mummy and 

Baby bear. 

We explored oats in our outdoor tuff tray and then made porridge for snack today, with some 

yummy topping choices! 

We have changed PE and book change day to Thursdays this term. PE will start next week and 

children will still need to come to school dressed in their PE kit on this day. Your child's reading 

books were changed yesterday so new books and phonics sounds are there to share through 

this next week. 

Next week we listen to the story of The Gingerbread Man. We have added a link here if you 

would like to share the story beforehand: Bing Videos 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=gingerbread+man+story+cbeebies&adlt=strict&mid=4FF4375F01BA69BBEFD34FF4375F01BA69BBEFD3&FORM=VAMGZC


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Seacole Class 

 

WeΩve had a super start to the new term in Seacole class. ItΩs been cold and wet outside, but full 

of enthusiasm and great learning indoors! 

In our reading lessons, we have been enjoying The Tale of Peter Rabbit. The children have loved 

this classic story and are beginning to talk about the characters, make predictions and retrieve 

information from the text and illustrations. 

In Maths, we have been focusing on the teen numbers, exploring how these numbers are made 

and showing them in different ways. The children have been using different visuals to help them 

begin to understand the place value. 

In RE, our learning has been all about leaders, followers, and teachers. We have discussed what 

makes a good leader and thought about people we look up to, both in school and beyond. 

In Art, the children have been creating sketches inspired by flora and fauna. WeΩve been looking 

closely at pictures by Rousseau and Berger, carefully explaining what we can see and will use 

these to inspire our own art work, 

Well done, Seacole class, for such a positive start to the term. Have a lovely weekend!  



 

 



 

 



Attenborough Class 



 



It has been so lovely to see all of the lovely faces back into the classroom again and the buzz on 

Monday was great, sharing all of their stories about their Christmas holidays. We have been 

straight back into our learning this term by continuing our learning on shape. We have looked at 

keys words such as vertices, sides and symmetry, the children have done great at remembering 

these words and using them throughout our Maths lessons. On Thursday we were trying to 

work out which shapes have a vertical line of symmetry. It was pretty hard to start with but 

once we got the hang of it, we were flying through the shapes. 

In English we have been looking at a poem called 'The Quangle Wangle's Hat' by Edward Lear. If 

you would like to listen to this poem with your child at home here is a link 

https://youtu.be/eT8ydY4UhBo?si=bEYIV6FC6groFq6khttps://youtu.be/eT8ydY4UhBo?si=bEYIV

6FC6groFq6k . The poem uses lots of nonsense words and the children did a great job at 

spotting them throughout and trying to workout what they could be! We debated whether 

bibbons were ribbons with buttons on or buttons with ribbons on for a good 10 minutes! 

 In our writing part of English, we have also been looking at humorous poems. At the end of the 

week, we began writing our own funny poems about school.  

In our wider curriculum we have started our PE topic of Gymnastics by exploring some balances 

and poses such as straddles, pikes and tucks. We explained how this will help us for when the 

bigger equipment comes out to ensure our safety. In Science we explored Winter as part of our 

seasons before moving onto our topic of materials next week. Finally next week we will start 

our overarching topic of 'We're Going on a Journey', looking at maps, human and physical 

features as well as famous men and women from history to do with transport.  

 

It really has been a pleasure to welcome everybody back this week. I feel this term is going to be 

a good one! 

 

https://youtu.be/eT8ydY4UhBo?si=bEYIV6FC6groFq6khttps://youtu.be/eT8ydY4UhBo?si=bEYIV6FC6groFq6k
https://youtu.be/eT8ydY4UhBo?si=bEYIV6FC6groFq6khttps://youtu.be/eT8ydY4UhBo?si=bEYIV6FC6groFq6k


 



Weir Class 

 

It has been lovely welcoming the children back to school this week.  They have been very bubbly 

and full of enthusiasm! We have been focusing on our 4 and 8 times tables in our multiplication 

and division learning in Maths this week.  If possible encourage your children to use their 

TTRockstars login in to help them with their times table learning. 

We have been thinking of precise vocabulary in our Writing lessons this week, making use of 

descriptive language to describe characters and settings with the aim of creating atmosphere, 

we will be using this work in the coming weeks to help us in planning and writing animal stories. 



In PE the children are focusing on gymnastics and balances during their indoor lessons and 

learning about different ways to pass the ball in netball skills during our outdoor PE lessons.  As 

a gentle return to school we have spent our afternoons focusing on Art, learning about still life 

and the works of Cezanne.  The children participated in interesting discussions about the way 

Cezanne used  composition in his paintings and discussed what the liked or disliked in a 

selection of his works. They then used their creative talents to recreate a small section of each 

of the paintings we looked at in their art books. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Curie, Kahlo & Baker Class 

 

Happy New Year! We've had a great start to the term. The children have really enjoyed starting 

our new text Varjak Paw. It's about a Mesopotamian blue cat that lives inside a ContessaΩs grand 

house, who becomes suspicious that something strange is happening when a gentleman visits 

with his own black cats. It has inspired us to explore Mesopotamia and its city of Bablyon.  Ask 

your child if they can tell you what this ancient civilisation was the first to invent!  

We have also travelled abroad to learn about Swedish culture, as part of our writing unit. We 

have been looking at a story that is set during Northern Sweden's midsummer festival. Similar 

to May morning in Oxford, it celebrates the beginning of summer. The children have been 

fascinated to learn that some parts of the world only experience darkness at times in the winter 

and daylight in the summer. This discovery has led us to investigate how day and night time are 

governed by the earth orbiting the sun. 

Lastly, we have been learning about African masks in connection with our Kingdom of Benin 

history topic. We have learnt about their different uses and analysed the materials and 

techniques used to make them. Some of the children have also found masks at home to bring in 

to show the class!  



 

 



 

 



 



Johnson Class 

 

WeΩve had a brilliant first week back in Johnson Class. We have some very exciting topics this 

term and the children are already enjoying their learning!  

In Computing, we looked at the Curiosity Mars Rover and discussed its mission to send data 

back to Earth. We investigated data transmission and how all data is transmitted in binary code 

which is then interpreted by computers to compile photos. We then used Google Sheets to 

make our own pixilated pictures.  



In Geography, weΩve begun our exciting topic about volcanoes, earthquakes and mountains by 

learning about the structure of the Earth and its different layers. The children enjoyed 

discussing their theories of how this might link to volcanoes and earthquakes.  

In Art, we are looking at the artists Peter Thorpe, who paints abstract pictures of space shuttles 

and space craft. We enjoyed looking at his paintings and discussing how he might make them, 

which materials he uses and how he achieves the different abstract effects for his backgrounds. 

The children will be creating their own Peter Thorpe inspired pictures during the term.  

For Science, we started looking at the solar system, planets and stars. The children understood 

the order of the planets and researched a planet in groups. They will then share their research 

with the whole school in an assembly. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


