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Headteacher News 

What a wonderful week it has been in school! It has been a pleasure to walk around the 

classrooms and see such enthusiasm for learning across all year groups. From creative writing 

and problem-solving in maths to scientific investigations and artistic projects, the children have 

shown great determination and pride in their work. 

This week, our Reception children have been exploring their new topic with curiosity and 

confidence, while Key Stage 1 pupils have impressed us with their growing independence. In Key 

Stage 2, I have been particularly proud of the resilience shown during some challenging learning 

tasks ς the children are demonstrating our school values every day. 

We also came together for a lovely celebration assembly where we recognised pupils for their 

achievemets and positive attitudes. It is always a highlight of the week to celebrate these 

achievements as a school community. 

Thank you for your continued support with reading at home and ensuring children arrive 

punctually and ready to learn. Your partnership makes a real difference. 

Wishing you all a restful weekend, and we look forward to another exciting week ahead. 

Mrs Martin 



School uniform 

 

If you are purchasing new uniform, please check the schools uniform policy.  It is available on 

our website. 

Main Uniform 

ω Navy, grey or black skirt or pinafore dress.  Skirt should be knee length 

ω Grey or black trousers or shorts - no leggings 

ω White or blue polo-shirt or white shirt/blouse 

ω Navy blue jumper or cardigan 

ω Black shoes or black boots in winter 

ω Navy blue checked summer dress 

PE Uniform  

ω White plain t-shirt 

ω Navy blue or black shorts or skort (no branding) 

ω Plain navy blue or black sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms/leggings (no branding) 

ω Trainers 

The school will provide a separate PE kit for pupils when participating in sports tournaments. 

Hair, Jewellery and accessories 

ω No jewellery allowed except for a watch and only small, plain studs if children have 

pierced ears.  These need to be removed during PE. 

ω Watches ς to be analogue or digital, no SMART watches. 

ω Long hair should be worn tied up 

ω Make up should not be worn in school by any pupils including nail varnish. 



A reminder that PE kits are only to be worn on days when the children have PE. 

Our PTA run an exchange uniform shop where parents can purchase second hand uniform or 

exchange uniform that their child has outgrown.  Please contact the school office if you would 

like access to the uniform exchange. 

Many thanks 

Attendance 

 

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 23rd February was 92.9% attendance. 

School Values 

The value of the month for February is honesty. 

Honesty is: 

ω Always telling the truth, never stealing or cheating 



ω Not hiding the truth about something, being sincere 

ω Being able to share honestly how you feel 

Some examples of behaviours that demonstrate this value are: 

  

ω Being able to own up fairly 

ω Speaking the truth, even if it is difficult for you 

ω Sensitivity 

ω Knowing that sometimes telling the truth, even though we have been told not to tell, is 

the best thing to do  

ω Not covering up the truth 

ω Integrity/ being true to yourself 

ω Courage to tell the truth 

ω Responding to and growing own conscience 

ω Having the sensitivity to know how and when to speak the truth 

ω Sharing insightful understanding of possible consequence to not telling the truth 

ω Being honest about how you feel 

ω Being honest enough with yourself to accept constructive criticism. 

Please could you discuss ΨHonestyΩ with children at home, and explore ways to reinforce it.  

I look forward to giving out dojo points to children showing compassion.  

 



 

 



Simmonds Class 

 

Welcome back to Term 4! The year is certainly flying by quickly. We started the week with the 

story of The Three Billy Goats Gruff. We listened and joined in with the story; particular gusto 

was given to the part where the troll bellows 'Who's been trip trapping over MY bridge?' We 

have used puppets to re-tell the story and used block play and material to design story scenes.  

In preparation for pancake day in school we listened to the story Mr Wolf's Pancakes! A new 

story for some with a rather unpredictable (and greedy) ending! We listed the ingredients using 

our phonics skills and very much enjoyed eating the pancakes provided by the PTA (Thank you!). 

In PE this term we will be focusing on gymnastics.  This week we linked this to The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff by practicing straight, star and tucked shapes when the troll appeared.  We also 

began learning good form for balances and jumps, which we will consolidate in coming weeks, 

before introducing the apparatus.  

In maths we have been learning the days of the week, number ordering and sorting pictures 

that show nine and ten. We also looked at ordinal numbers via the story of the Chinese new 

year, before celebrating with some dragon hand print art work, mandarin name writing, and by 

making a dancing dragon! 



Next week we will be sharing the story called 'The Story Orchestra - Carnival of the animals'. 

Here is the link if you would like to share it together before next week: KIDS READ ALOUD ~ 

The Story Orchestra - Carnival of the Animals 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Mh2PiFVUpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Mh2PiFVUpQ


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Seacole Class 

 

We've had a great week getting back into the swing of things after our week off. 

Just before half term we looked a different types of transport in our geography work. We were 

able to describe these and explain how and why different modes of transport might be used for 

different journeys. This led us to great discussion about journeys we had been on. We braved 

the wet weather and ventured outside to conduct a transport survey of Rutten Lane. We 

counted a number of cars as well as buses, vans, lorries and pedestrians. We were surprised not 

to see any bicycles. We discussed how the weather may effect the transport people choose to 

use. 

This week we have started to learn about the history of transport and made timelines showing 

different modes of transport from the past. 

On Friday afternoon we had the opportunity to share our work with the rest of the school in 

assembly. We talked about our work looking at flora and fauna in art and our careful studies of 

insects.  We also showed the school what we had learnt about compass points and direction. 

We finished by singing our doubles song! 

Earlier this week we very much enjoyed a slightly belated pancake day.  

We are particularly looking forward to meeting with you next week to share your child's 

progress.  

Have a lovely weekend - fingers crossed for some sunshine!  



 

 



Attenborough Class 



 



First week back and we are busier than ever! We started our week with a lovely treat from the 

PTA of an extra pancake day! The children all enjoyed a lovely pancake with a choice of toppings, 

even those who weren't too sure gave it a good try which is what we love to see! Thank you to 

those who managed to bring in a pound, the PTA really appreciate it and it really does help with 

all the great events we have throughout the year.  

In our Maths we have continued our learning on multiplication and division. We have looked at 

doubles and halves and finding the best methods for doing these types of questions. Lots of the 

children knew many doubles off the top of their heads which was amazing and helped us when 

working out halves. Later in the week we recapped odd and even numbers and how we know if 

they are odd or even. We used 10's frames so make it clear that odd numbers don't have a 

friend next to them. On Friday we began looking at the 10 times table.  

In English we started a very beautiful book called 'The Rhythm of the Rain' by Graheme Baker-

Smith. If you would like to listen to this story together at home here is the link 

https://youtu.be/8W_5OonyVyg?si=o7EynKCNHoHgsd0- . This story is of a young boy who 

wonders where his little jar of water will go when playing in his favourite pool on the mountain 

side. This is a non-fiction book which is told through a lovely story. In our writing, we are looking 

at stories from other cultures. We have read a book of Anansi goes to Lunch, a story about 

greed based on an African/Caribbean culture. Next week, we look to retell our own Anansi 

stories. To help your child get more familiar with the story, here is a retelling of it - 

https://youtu.be/eob6eU7hceI?si=NBFBRZRWtWv41H1f .  

We have also started our first chapter book together as a class of 'The Giraffe, the Pelly and me',  

a very funny story by Roald Dahl.  

It has been a busy week but we wouldn't have it any other way. We have loved hearing all of the 

amazing things everyone has been up to over the half term.  

https://youtu.be/8W_5OonyVyg?si=o7EynKCNHoHgsd0
https://youtu.be/eob6eU7hceI?si=NBFBRZRWtWv41H1f


 

 



 



Weir Class 

 

What a fantastic week we have had in class! 

The children have worked incredibly hard across all subjects and have shown great enthusiasm 

in their learning. In English, we have been focusing on developing our descriptive writing skills 

of settings in the 1st person, using powerful vocabulary to bring our ideas to life. In Maths, we 

have been building confidence with our current topic of fractions and the children have 

impressed me with their determination and problem-solving skills. During our reading lessons 



the children have been sharing the class text, reading about Roman invasion of Britain during 

the reign of Emperor Claudius discovering what made Roman legionaries strong. 

In our wider curriculum learning, we have enjoyed exploring our history topic through practical 

activities and discussion about the Roman invasion of Britain during the reign of Emperor 

Claudius discovering what made Roman legionaries strong. It has been wonderful to see the 

children asking thoughtful questions and making connections in their learning.  

I have been particularly proud of the way everyone has demonstrated our class values this week, 

especially kindness. The children continue to support one another and take pride in their work, 

which makes our classroom such a positive place to learn. 

Well done Weir class. 

 



Curie, Kahlo & Baker Class 

 

What a wonderful first week back! We have been treated to some glorious glimpses of spring 

sunshine, reminding us that the days are getting longer and (hopefully!) the warmer weather is 

on its way. The brighter mornings have certainly brought a positive energy into school. 

Preparations for our Spring performance of Wind in the Willows are well underway and 

excitement is building quickly. The children have been enthusiastically practising the songs in 

class and are already singing them with confidence and expression. We are very much looking 

forward to bringing everyone together to begin rehearsing as a full cast. 

On Tuesday, we celebrated Pancake Day in true school style! The children showed great 

patience as they waited for their turn to visit the wonderful PTA, who kindly prepared warm, 

delicious pancakes for everyone. There was much discussion about the best topping, lemon and 

sugar or golden syrup? Thank you to the PTA for making it such an enjoyable treat for the 

children. 

In reading, we have begun exploring our new class text, Young, Gifted and Black. This inspiring 

book introduces us to influential Black figures from history and the present day. So far, we have 

learned about Nelson Mandela and his campaigns for equal rights in South Africa. The children 

were fascinated to learn about segregation and the importance of standing up for justice and 

fairness. We also explored the work of Kofi Annan and discussed his belief in the transformative 

power of education τ a value that closely reflects our own school ethos.  

It has been a busy and productive start to the term, and we are looking forward to another 

exciting week ahead. 



 

 

 



 



Johnson Class 

 

We've had a busy first week back! In PE, we have started learning a new sport called Target Ball. 

The children enjoyed learning the rules and practising their invasion skills. It requires a lot of 

logical thinking and forward planning and the children have made great progress with this so far.  

We have started a new DT project during which the children we will designing and building their 

own Mars Rover! They loved learning about Mars and the different issues a rover would have to 

face during its mission. The children discussed how their rovers might be designed or adapted 



to cope with different situations and what technology would be needed. There were some 

fantastic (and very creative) discussions! 

Johnson class also had the chance to share learning in assembly this week. The class chose to 

share the 3 books they have read this year - Rooftoppers, Pig Heart Boy and Skellig. They gave a 

review of each book and shared information about the author with the whole school. 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



May Day 

 

As we approach May Day, we are looking forward to celebrating this traditional spring festival in 

school. May Day has long been a time to welcome the arrival of warmer weather and celebrate 

growth, community, and new beginnings. 

On Friday 1st May, the children will be taking part in a range of activities to mark the occasion 

by enjoying some traditional dancing. We are especially excited for our Maypole dancing, which 

is always a highlight and a wonderful opportunity for the children to work together and 

celebrate as a whole school community. 

Please ensure your child comes to school with appropriate clothing and footwear.  

We hope this celebration will be a joyful experience for the children and our wider community. 

Celebrations will take place on the playground and will start at approximately 9.15am.  We look 

forward to welcoming you all to join our celebrations.  

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 


