
 Newsletter Friday 6th February 2026 

Headteacher News 

 

This week has been a truly wonderful one across our school, and I am incredibly proud of our 

pupils and staff. There has been a real sense of joy and enthusiasm in classrooms, with children 

showing curiosity, creativity, and a genuine excitement for learning. It has been a pleasure to 

see pupils trying their best, persevering when things feel tricky, and taking pride in their 

achievements, big and small. 

I have been especially delighted by the kindness and care our children have shown towards one 

another. From thoughtful words and helping hands to excellent manners and teamwork, our 

pupils continue to demonstrate the values that make our school such a happy and welcoming 

place. These everyday moments of positivity are what truly make a difference and help our 

children grow both academically and personally. 

Ahead of their AGM, I would like to share my thanks to the members of the PTA for their hard 

work and commitment to WFPS.  Their contribution makes a direct impact on the children and 

staff at William Fletcher, and we are very lucky to have such a dedicated team.  The 

shelter/canopy over the courtyard is being built over the next few weeks which is an exciting 

development, made possible by the valuable funds raised by the PTA. Thank you for everything 

you do to support us. 

I would like to wish you a restful weekend 

Mrs Martin  



 



World Book Day 2026 

 



We are looking forward to celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 5th March and wanted to 

share our plans with you. 

We are excited to enjoy a day celebrating reading and authors. 

Throughout the day, pupils will take part in a range of book-themed activities, including shared 

reading, creative writing, and class discussions focused on fostering a love of reading. 

We will not be asking children to dress up.   

Thank you for your continued support. WeΩre excited to celebrate the joy of books with the 

children! 

Canopy Installation  

We are pleased to inform you that a new canopy will be installed on the school site over the 

coming weeks. 

The canopy will provide additional covered outdoor space for pupils, offering shelter from the 

weather and allowing learning and activities to continue comfortably throughout the year. 

The installation work will take place during school hours. We would like to reassure you that this 

will be carefully managed to minimise disruption, and all work areas will be securely cordoned 

off to ensure the safety of pupils, staff, and visitors at all times. 

I would like to say a huge THANK YOU to the PTA who have contributed a vast amount towards 

the shelter - we could not have done it without you! 

We look forward to sharing the benefits of this new addition with the school community. 

Solar Panels - article from OCC 

 



Pupils at three Oxfordshire primaries are set to benefit from brighter and more environmentally 

friendly classrooms after their schools applied successfully for energy efficiency loans from 

Oxfordshire County Council. 

Action on Carbon and Energy in Schools (ACES), an energy efficiency support service funded by 

Oxfordshire County Council, has been supporting schools with applying for a loan. 

William Fletcher Primary School at Yarnton near Kidlington, St SwithunΩs CE Primary School in 

Kennington, and St EbbeΩs CE Primary School in Oxford have each secured interest free funding 

through the councilΩs loan scheme. 

The scheme has been running since July 2023 to help maintained schools reduce energy use 

and cut operational costs. 

The loans support the installation of a range of energy saving measures including rooftop solar 

photovoltaic (PV) panels, battery storage and energyȤefficient LED lighting. 

Councillor Sean Gaul, Oxfordshire County CouncilΩs Cabinet Member for Children, Education 

and Young PeopleΩs Services, said: άThis is great news for the environment and for the children 

who will have an opportunity in their early years to not only experience the benefits of energy 

efficiency in their classrooms, but also to learn about why reducing carbon emissions is good for 

the planet. 

άThereΩs more to come too, with eighteen further schools having successfully applied for energy 

efficiency loans and details of their plans will be released in coming months.έ 

William Fletcher Primary School has secured around £70,000 to install both solar PV and LED 

lighting. 

Claire Martin, Headteacher at William Fletcher Primary School, said: άWe are delighted to have 

installed solar panels and LED lighting at our school. This is an important step in reducing our 

environmental impact and shows our commitment to creating a more sustainable future for our 

pupils and community. 

άThe project gives our pupils a real life example of how renewable energy works and why 

sustainability matters. ItΩs an exciting opportunity to link learning with positive action.έ 

St SwithunΩs CE Primary School has been awarded nearly £60,000 to introduce solar PV, battery 

storage and LED lighting. 

Amanda Giles, School Business Manager at St SwithunΩs CE Primary School, said: "By having 

the solar panels installed we have lowered our carbon footprint and we are meeting our 

sustainability targets as a school. Our eco council is becoming a great role model by sharing 

knowledge on the importance of clean energy with fellow students." 

https://ace-schools.org/


St EbbeΩs CE Primary School is also benefiting, having received just over £14,500 for a whole 

school upgrade to LED lighting. 

Star of the Week 

 

Congratulations to the William Fletcher Stars of the Week. 

Writer-  Bonnie & Holleigh Ann in  Weir Class 



 



Attendance 

 

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 2nd February was 95% attendance. 

School Values 

 

The value of the month for February is honesty. 

Honesty is: 

ω Always telling the truth, never stealing or cheating 

ω Not hiding the truth about something, being sincere 



ω Being able to share honestly how you feel 

Some examples of behaviours that demonstrate this value are: 

  

ω Being able to own up fairly 

ω Speaking the truth, even if it is difficult for you 

ω Sensitivity 

ω Knowing that sometimes telling the truth, even though we have been told not to tell, is 

the best thing to do  

ω Not covering up the truth 

ω Integrity/ being true to yourself 

ω Courage to tell the truth 

ω Responding to and growing own conscience 

ω Having the sensitivity to know how and when to speak the truth 

ω Sharing insightful understanding of possible consequence to not telling the truth 

ω Being honest about how you feel 

ω Being honest enough with yourself to accept constructive criticism. 

Please could you discuss ΨHonestyΩ with children at home, and explore ways to reinforce it.  

I look forward to giving out dojo points to children showing compassion.  

 



 

 



Simmonds Class 

 

This week we have been learning about all things African, using a traditional Ghanian tale, 

Anansi and the Golden Pot as our starting point. We began the week creating an African home 

in our role play area and finding out where Ghana is, we made flags and some colourful African 

style clothing.  

On Tuesday we had an African dance workshop, as well as AmeliaΩs mum kindly visiting to tell us 

about her time in Ghana. We enjoyed looking at Photographs, fruits and traditional Ghanian 

clothing. The children asked some very good questions in order to find out more about the 

adventures they had whilst visiting Ghana.  

In Maths we have been learning how to combine two groups and find a total, an introduction 

into Addition! We were shown the plus/addition symbol and the equals/altogether symbol. I 

wonder if any of the children can write their own addition sum at home and use 

counters/sweets to work out the answer? Send us a photo if your child manages this at home! 

We have been recapping all the sounds and harder to read and spell words from Terms 1-3. The 

rest of the Spring Term is now spent reviewing all the sounds learnt so far. Please keep 

practising the sounds and words at home. Harry told us that he has played a really fun game 

where his words are hidden around the house and he has to find and read them! This is a great 



way to learn them! If you need fresh ideas for how to support your child with their reading at 

home then please come and see us.  

In Art we have made clay pots and also tried African mud painting. Music today included some 

African style drumming!  
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Seacole Class 

 

ItΩs been another busy and enjoyable week in Seacole class! 



In Reading, we have finished The Tale of Peter Rabbit and have now moved on to Look Up! by 

Nathan Bryon. It has been a fantastic new text and the children are absolutely loving it! We have 

been using our retrieval skills to answer true and false questions. 

In Maths, we have been learning about doubles, showing them in different ways using practical 

resources and pictures. We have also been learning these facts and using these to help us find 

near doubles, with the children showing a growning confidence and understanding. 

In Geography, we have continued our work on maps, learning about grid references and using 

them to locate different geographical features. The children have worked carefully and enjoyed 

following instructions to design their own maps. 

In RE, we have ordered the story of Moses, thinking about the key events and their importance 

within the story. 

In Art, the children have been closely observing and sketching insects and other creepy crawlies, 

using pencil and oil pastels to add detail, colour, and texture to their work. 

PE has been fun too; we have been practising making different shaped balances. We started off 

doing these on the floor and then tried them using some of the gym equipment. We then added 

the equipment which meant we had to change the way we made some of the shapes. This 

required super focus to keep our balance still when off the ground. We also realised we could 

create shapes under the equipment as well as on top of it! 

Well done, Seacole class, for another fantastic week of learning and effort. Have a lovely 

weekend! 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Attenborough Class 



 



It has been a week full of great activities and we are so grateful to those who helped to make it 

brilliant!  

First we had an African dance workshop. The children learnt a traditional African dance and 

joined in fantastically. Their listening was great and they followed along so carefully. We then 

also had a visit from the Marlborough sports leaders who came to do some exciting activities 

outdoors with us. The children from Marlborough had thought of these activities alone and we 

are so grateful to them and Miss Malloch for making it a lovely afternoon.  

On Thursday we conducted a Science investigation to help Cinderella with her broken mop! We 

needed to find a material which was the most absorbent, this meant it would be a good 

material for a mop. We discussed how we can make it a fair test for which the children worked 

out that there must be the same amount of water each time. We used a syringe to make sure it 

was an accurate amount of 10ml. We then used 4 different materials and tested them out. See 

if your child can remember the materials we used and which one worked best!  

In Maths this week we have continued our topic of Multiplication and Division by introducing 

arrays and the division symbol. Arrays have been a tricky concept so any extra practice at home 

will be great. Later in the week, we looked at grouping as a way of dividing and how we would 

write this into a division sentence.  

In English, we have been looking at a new book called 'The Street Beneath my Feet'. It has been 

an awesome book as it isn't like a usual one. Ask your child why it is different! We have also 

been looking again at formal invitations in our writing lessons. The children have remembered 

so much since our last time doing this topic so well done!  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


