
 Newsletter Friday 13th March 2026 

 

Headteacher News 

What a wonderful week it has been at William Fletcher! It has been fantastic to see our pupils 

fully engaged in their learning and showing such enthusiasm for all the exciting activities taking 

place across the school. 

This week, we celebrated Young Carers day with an author visit.  Rab Ferguson talked to the 

children and shared parts of his stories which all feature young carers as the main characters.  It 

was a really inspiring and thought provoking day.  

Our assemblies this week focused on the value of the month which is resilience, and it has been 

lovely to see children demonstrating these values both in the classroom and on the playground. 

A reminder that children should stay home from school for 48 hours after experiencing 

symptoms of vomiting or diarrhea to prevent the spread of infection. Thank you for your 

understanding in this matter. 

Looking ahead, next week we will be inviting you all to the school for our open classroom event 

where the children will be sharing their homework projects that they have been completing 

over this term. This event will be on Thursday 19th at 2.30pm. We canΩt wait to see the children 

shine! 

I would like to also remind parents that all communication to class teachers must come via the 

school office (office.2354@william-fletcher.oxon.sch.uk)  Class dojo messages are not 

monitored or checked by staff so please do not use this as a way of communication.  Many 

thanks for your support in this matter. 

I would like to wish you a very restful weekend. 

Mrs Martin  

mailto:office.2354@william-fletcher.oxon.sch.uk


School uniform 

 

If you are purchasing new uniform, please check the schools uniform policy.  It is available on 

our website. 

Main Uniform 

ω Navy, grey or black skirt or pinafore dress.  Skirt should be knee length 

ω Grey or black trousers or shorts - no leggings 

ω White or blue polo-shirt or white shirt/blouse 

ω Navy blue jumper or cardigan 

ω Black shoes or black boots in winter 

ω Navy blue checked summer dress 

PE Uniform  

ω White plain t-shirt 

ω Navy blue or black shorts or skort (no branding) 

ω Plain navy blue or black sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms/leggings (no branding) 

ω Trainers 

The school will provide a separate PE kit for pupils when participating in sports tournaments. 

Hair, Jewellery and accessories 

ω No jewellery allowed except for a watch and only small, plain studs if children have 

pierced ears.  These need to be removed during PE. 

ω Watches ς to be analogue or digital, no SMART watches. 

ω Long hair should be worn tied up 

ω Make up should not be worn in school by any pupils including nail varnish. 



A reminder that PE kits are only to be worn on days when the children have PE. 

Our PTA run an exchange uniform shop where parents can purchase second hand uniform or 

exchange uniform that their child has outgrown.  Please contact the school office if you would 

like access to the uniform exchange. 

Many thanks 

Star of the Week 

 

Congratulations to the William Fletcher Stars of the Week. 

Writer -  Samar in Baker Class 

Well done to the tag rugby team who won 3 of their games in the West Oxfordshire tournament. 



 

 



Attendance 

 

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 9th March was 95.5% attendance. 

School Values 

The value of the month for March is resilience 

Resilience is the ability to bounce back from challenges, adapt to change, and keep going even 

when things are difficult. ItΩs not something children are simply born withτitΩs a skill that grows 

over time with the right support. When schools and families work together to nurture resilience, 

children become more confident, independent, and emotionally healthy. 

A resilient child tends to: 

ω Keep trying even when something feels hard 

ω Accept that mistakes are part of learning, not something to fear 

ω Solve problems or ask for help when needed 



ω Calm themselves after feeling upset 

ω Adapt when plans change 

ω Show confidence in tackling new things 

Resilience helps children: 

ω Build emotional wellbeing 

ω Develop a growth mindset (άI can improve with practiceέ) 

ω Handle pressure, change, and setbacks 

ω Become more independent 

ω Strengthen relationships by communicating needs and feelings 

ω Learn that difficulties are opportunities to grow 

I look forward to awarding dojo points to those children who are demonstrating the value of 

resilience.  

 

 



 

 

Simmonds Class 

 



A wonderfully creative, curious week in Simmonds Class this week. We used the story called 

Martha Maps it Out to inspire some map work and 3d art work. In the story Martha maps 

herself in the big wide universe and then zooms in on her place in the world, the city she lives in, 

her village, her flat, bedroom, body and in her mind; mapping it all out as she goes.  The 

children understand that the city we live in is Oxford and the village that our school and some of 

our houses are in is Yarnton.  

In Maths we have been learning number bonds to 10. We understand that this is when two 

numbers are added together to total 10. We used Numicon tiles to find two numbers that piece 

together to total 10. We then used part, part whole models to record the bonds to 10. For 

example '6 is a part of me, 4 is a part of me and the whole of me is 10'.  

We found a lovely way to celebrate the Mummies this week in honour of Mother's Day! 'Guess 

which Mummy' required us to draw our mum, with enough clues to allow it to be guessed 

correctly! Did you spot yourself?? We spoke about how we are grateful for our families 

EVERYDAY! 

In PE we continued our gymnastic sessions, perfecting our straight and star jumps - this time 

from benches. In Music we continued making our own compositions for different animals.   

Next week we will carry out some simple, age appropriate Phonics, Writing and Maths 

Assessments. This will help us to continue to review the children's progress and allows us to 

plan for the remainder of the Spring term and into the Summer term. Reading and Phonics 

flashcards need to be shared at home daily where possible, it has a huge impact!  

Last reminder, Homework projects are due to be shown at the Open Classroom next week on 

Thursday 19th March. Please can we ask that projects are sent into school by TUESDAY so that 

we can start to think about how to display them. Thank you! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Seacole Class 

 

Again, we come to the end of another fabulous week in Seacole class! And we have, yet again, 

crammed in so much!  

In our english reading we have started looking at poetry - We have loved watching Michael 

Rosen perform his peom Chocolate Cake. 

https://www.facebook.com/BrightonandHoveCityLibraries/videos/library-top-picks-for-little-

ones/1181304505589380/ Perhaps you could share some of your favourite poems at home? 

In maths we have moved onto measuring and this week we have been looking at length and 

distance. We have measured using cubes and been introduced to the standard unit centimetres. 

We have been able to accuratly draw lines of specific lengths and measure all sorts of items 

around the classroom! 

In history we have been finding out about the history of flight and the significance of the Wright 

brothers. We have also been drawing careful, step by step diagrams of the design on the Wright 

Flying Machine. 

in art we have been using the skills we have learnt this term to produce fine and careful 

observational water colour paintings of a daffodil and linked this to the how we can 

acknowledge the people who love and care for us. (watch this space on this one....) 

Next week, we would like to take the children on a walk around Yarnton. This will conclude our 

geography work on maps, our locality and transport. Do let us know if you are available to 

accompany us next Friday afternoon. 

https://www.facebook.com/BrightonandHoveCityLibraries/videos/library-top-picks-for-little-ones/1181304505589380/
https://www.facebook.com/BrightonandHoveCityLibraries/videos/library-top-picks-for-little-ones/1181304505589380/


Have a lovely weekend :-) 

 



 

 



 

 



Attenborough Class 



 



Already at the end of week 3 with 2 more weeks to go! The children have been working very 

hard this week showing us some of their best learning.  

In our English this week we have been writing non-chronological reports for a mythical creature 

we created. Each child got to create their own creature by mixing 2 already existing animals 

together, we had dogophants, lunnies (lion and bunnies), fox leopards and so much more. The 

children really let their creativity flow with their learning this week! From this, the children 

created some amazing reports all about their animal.  

In Maths this week we have moved onto measuring, starting with length and height. We have 

talked about units of measurement being cm and m and also where is appropriate to use each 

unit. We had a big discussion on why we wouldn't use cm to measure the playground. Later in 

the week we practiced drawing lines of exact measurements carefully in our books using rulers. 

This took a little bit of practice but eventually they were looking great.  

In Science we looked at the inventor John Macadam who was the inventor of the roads we use 

today. The children found it hilarious how he named many of his inventions after himself such 

as macadamisation and tarmacadam! The children could think of many others things he would 

name after himself too! This lesson also inspired lots of discussion about his work and why he 

did the roads a certain way.  

Finally, this week we have started our May Day dancing and it is already looking lovely! Lots of 

the children are already very excited for it coming up! 

Reminder that Thursday 16th is open classroom for our homework projects! This will start at 

2:30 and you will be able to wander around any of the classrooms to see all the hard work. 

Please could you bring in homework projects on Monday so we can have them safely in the 

classroom ready for Thursday. Many thanks for all your help on these projects, it does not go 

unnoticed the extra work you have to put in at home!  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Weir Class 

 

This week we were lucky enough to have a visit from the author Rab Ferguson who gave an 

assembly for the children in Key Stage 2 about his books and what inspires him to write. The 

children had the opportunity to buy copies of the authorΩs book, and it was inspiring to see the 

children excitedly queue up to have their newly purchased books signed by the author and to 

see so many of the children reading the books in class this week. 

 



In English, we have revisited our class book from last term, Sam Wu is Not Afraid of the Dark, to 

take inspiration for our assessed piece of writing. The children demonstrated fantastic creative 

writing skills to describe an exciting rainforest camping trip where something strange went 

bump in the night. 

 

In science, we continue our investigations into the different states of water, and how it changes 

between a liquid, a solid and a gas. This has seen us experiment with ice, steam andΧdamp 

sponges! 

As we battle the wind, rain and colder temperatures again this week, May Day seems a very 

long way off. However, preparations have begun for our special spring celebration as the 

children start to learn this yearΩs dance. The first walk through this week went well and we are 

encouraged by the childrenΩs focus and enthusiasm. 

As well as country dancing, we have also been developing our basketball skills in PE, working on 

dribbling, passing and working together in team games to practice these skills. 

And finally, the research and planning have come together this week as the children began 

building their Roman villas. As you can see, we have some budding architects and builders in the 

class as our Roman structures take shape, featuring some very creative design features. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Curie, Kahlo & Baker Class 

 

The weeks are flying by in Curie, Kahlo and Baker! Preparations for our spring performance of 

Wind in the Willows are becoming more and more established each day. The children have been 

enthusiastically practising their songs and we are excited to share our performance with you 

soon. Costume letters will be sent home today, so please keep an eye out for them in your 

childΩs bag. 

In Science, we have been exploring sound pollution. Using a decibel reader, the children 

measured sound levels at different points throughout the school day, including during lunchtime, 

on the playground and during partner talk in class. We discovered that sounds measuring above 

65 decibels can be classified as noise pollution. The children also learned the difference 

between sound and noise: sound is created when an object vibrates and sends sound waves to 

our ears, whereas noise is sound that is unpleasant or unwanted. 

In Maths, we have been preparing for our upcoming assessments next week. The children have 

been revising key strategies and refreshing their knowledge so they can confidently 

demonstrate everything they have learned this term.  

During PE, the children have been developing their teamwork and coordination through passing 

games, counterbalance activities and gymnastics. It has been wonderful to see them supporting 

one another and improving their skills each week. 

On Tuesday, we enjoyed a brilliant assembly from visiting author Rab Ferguson, the writer of 

The Late Crew series. He shared extracts from his books, which feature young carers and 

highlight the important roles they play in supporting their families. Inspired by his storytelling, 



we worked together to create our own imaginative story featuring a rather peculiar alien 

creation! 

 

 



 

 



 



Johnson Class 

 

We have had another busy week in Johnson Class. In English, we have been exploring 

explanation texts with a view to writing our own all about volcanoes! We have learnt about 

volcanoes in our geography lessons so it's a good opportunity to do some cross-curricular work. 

The children have learnt all about how to organise their text effectively and how to link ideas 

together across paragraphs. We will be continuing to work on these in the coming weeks.  



We have started to practise May Day dancing and have listened to the music we will be using. 

We are practising skipping in time to the beat and also coordinating our movements around the 

May Pole. We can't wait to show you our final performance at our May Day celebration.  

In maths, we have started to investigate area, perimeter and volume. We have reminded 

ourselves of the difference between area and perimeter and how to calculate these, before 

moving on to finding the area of triangles. We enjoyed being creative with how we could draw 

triangles with different areas. The children will be moving on to learning how to calculate 

volume of 3D shapes and also investigate the properties of parallelograms.  

We completed a reading assessment this week and we were very impressed with the children's 

focus and determination. We will be completing our maths assessments next week.  

In Science we looked at the relative size of the planets and how far they are away from the Sun. 

We used different fruits to represent the different planets and then measured out the distance 

from the sun using toilet paper. The children loved this activity and found it extremely 

fascinating! 

In French, we are looking at different types of houses (detached, flats, etc) and then the rooms 

inside them. The children learnt the different rooms by moving around the classroom to match 

up the pictures with the words.  

 



 

 


