Newsletter Friday 20th March 2026

Headteacher News

It has been another sunny and positive week at William Fletcher school, with pupils showing
great enthusiasm in all areas of their learning.

This week, | have been particularly impressed by the chi@mmgagement in their lessons.
Classrooms have been full of curiosity, thoughtful questions, and a real determination to do
their best. It has also been wonderful to see pupils supporting one another, demonstrating
kindness and respect both in and out of the classroom.

We were also delighted to welcome so many parents and carers into school for our Open
Classroom event this week. It was a wonderful opportunity for you to see the chdremk

and experience the learning environment first hand. The pupils were incredibly proud to share
their homework projects, and the positive feedback from families was greatly appreciated.
Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make the event such a success.

A special congratulations goes to all of the pupils who took part in the recent cross country
event. We are incredibly proud of their determination, resilience and sporting attitudes. The
children represented the school brilliantly, and we were delighted to celebrate some fantastic
results. Well done to everyone involved!

Well done to the incredible rock stars who took part in the iRock concert this morgmg
were brilliant. It takes courage to stand up and perform to an audience and you did it really well.
Keep rocking!

A reminder that attendance remains a key priority. Every day in school really does make a
difference to your chil@ progress and confidence. Thank you for your continued support in
ensuring your child arrives on time and ready to learn.

Looking ahead, we have several exciting events planned over the coming weeks. Please keep an
eye on the newsletter and school communications for further details.



Wishing you all a restful weekend.

Mrs Martin




School uniform reminders

Please see below a few reminders about our school uniform

w No jewellery allowed except for a watch and only small, plain studs if children have
pierced ears.These need to be removed during PE.

w Watchesc to be analogue or digitaho SMART watches
w Make up should not be worn in school by any pupils including nail varnish.
A reminder that PE kits are only to be worn on days when the children have PE.

Trainers must only be worn on PE days.

Our PTA run an exchange uniform shop where parents can purchase second hand uniform or

exchange uniform that their child has outgrown. Please contact the school office if you would
like access to the uniform exchange.

Many thanks
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KeepCalmAndPosters.com

Star of the Week

Congratulations to the William Fletcher Stars of the Week.
Maths- Dylan in Johnson Class

Writing - George in Attenborough Class
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Attendance

School Attendance
e — 1751 0 v

holidays, shopping,

10 DAY ABSENCE household jobs and

SE— other appointments

29 DAY ABSENCE

171 Days

38 DAY ABSENCE
of

education

This equates to 209
days of absence
over 11 years of
schooling, more

than ONE YEAR of

school missed.

90%

| Percentage Attendance

GOOD WORRYING SERIOUS CONCERN

h

47 DAY ABSENCE
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Celebrate Success Makes it harder to make progress Possible COURT ACTION

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 16th March was 94.2% attendance.

School Values
The value of the month for March is resilience

Resilience is the ability to bounce back from challenges, adapt to change, and keep going even
when things are difficult. @ not something children are simply born witlit Q a skill that grows

over time with the right support. When schools and families work together to nurture resilience,
children become more confident, independent, and emotionally healthy.

A resilient child tends to:
w Keep trying even when something feels hard
w Accept that mistakes are part of learning, not something to fear

w Solve problems or ask for help when needed



w Calm themselves after feeling upset
w Adapt when plans change
w Show confidence in tackling new things
Resilience helps children:
w Build emotional wellbeing
w Develop a growth mindseti(can improve with practic®
w Handle pressure, change, and setbacks
w Become more independent
w Strengthen relationships by communicating needs and feelings
w Learn that difficulties are opportunities to grow

| look forward to awarding dojo points to those children who are demonstrating the value of
resilience.
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Simmonds Class




This week we started by sharing the book called 'Shu Lin's Grandpa'. It made us reflect on what
we would do to make new members of the class feel welcome. The children understood that
Shu Lin felt shy and nervous because she was new and hadn't made any friends yet. The
children said they would 'smile at Shu Lin', 'invite her to play' and 'say hello to her".

In Maths we have been revisiting some of our topics such as pattern and number formation.
The children have started some assessment activities this week which will carry on into next
week. This is helping us to measure progress and spot any gaps in learning. In Circle Time we
spoke about healthy and unhealthy foods. The children understand that some foods we try to
eat more of (fruit, vegetables, pasta) and some foods we have occasionally. The children did
smile when Mrs Haynes admitted to eating far moh@colate some days than was probably
recommended! The children already have an impressive amount of knowledge about ways that
we can stay healthyfrom eating a balanced diet, to exercising, to getting enough sleep. The
Jigsaw Unit (Circle Time) that we follow this term discusses all of these in detail.

We enjoyed PE outdoors on Thursday with lots of team relay games. This was necessitated by
the older children using the hall for play practise, but the weather proved to be glorious and we
had great fun. This also helped us prepare the classroom for our open event, which was very
well attended. It was lovely to see you all, and to see the children explaining their learning with
such enthusiasm. In Music we continued our work on rhythm and had our first try with the
chime bars, playing a 'C' note in The &#ls on the bus, and a 'G' in Old Macdonald.

Next week is the last week of term. We will finish Assessments, explore signs of Spring and learn
about Easter. We say goodbye to Mrs Sale next Friday, as Miss White will be returning to
Simmonds from maternity leave at the start of next term. | will save my (huge) thanks to Mrs

Sale for next week's newsletter! | need more room! Have a good weekend when it arrives.
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Seacole Class

The children have shown tremendous courage this week while completing their spring
assessments. They did a fantastic job, and we are incredibly proud of them. As part of their
work, they each wrote their own storymany came up with wonderfully creative ideas, and it
has been amazing to read them and see the progress everyone has made.

On Tuesday, we enjoyed a fun and exciting visit from Science Oxford. The children explored
different materials to help Max create a waterproof umbrella. It was wonderful to see them
applying their learning from recent science lessons, where we have been investigating materials
and whether they are absorbent. Many children eagerly shared their ideas and made thoughtful
connections.

We also explored which materials are best for bouncing. The children experimented with a
marble, playdough, polystyrene, and a rock, before sorting them from most to least bouncy.
They had a fantastic afternoonso much so that many were chanting for Max to come back
soon!

In addition, we have been practising for our May Day celebrations. The children have been
learning a dance with Mrs Charlett and have really enjoyed rehearsing outside in the sunshine
this week.

We hope you have a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing you all on Monday for our final
week of term!





















Attenborough Class






We are nearing the end of the term and even though it is a short one, you can see the children
are becoming tired from all of their hard work, especially with those homework projects! This
week has been our assessment week and the children have been so resilient and focused on
their papers. It can be a real challenge doing these and we are so proud of each and every child
for their efforts.

To balance out from our assessments, we also had a visit from Science Oxford to do their
‘Inventing with Isobel' show, in relation to our topic of Materials. The children were fascinated
whilst watching and joining in and were able to integrate their previous learning into the
workshop. Again they did some great listening and asked lots of sensible questions.

Later in the week we had our open classroom for our homework projects! One thing | must say
is just how amazing each and every one looked. We cannot thank you enough for all of the help
and guidance your role played in this and seeing their faces light up getting to show everyone is
the true reason why we all do it so thank you so much! | love this project as we really do get to
see their creativity shine.

Throughout the rest of the week we have continued our foundation subjects such as PSHE
where we did a circle time for a reminder of how important our bodies are and why we should
keep them safe, in History we created lost person posters for Amelia Earhart and in PE we
continued our May day dancing practice. It is slowly but surely coming together and we can't
wait to show you after the easter holidays!

We hope you have a lovely, restful weekend and we look forward to seeing you on Monday for
our final week of term 4.
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Weir Class

The children have shown great focus and determination during our assessments this week. All
we ask is that the children try their best and they have certainly shown us their best efforts this
week, working steadily with a calm and positive approach.

In Reading, we are fast approaching the conclusion of our book Operation Gadgetman, and
hope to finish by the end of term. Many questions remain unanswered as we follow the
adventures of Beans and her friends and the children have made some great predictions about
the story plot and characters. We d@wait to see if they are right about a certain detective.



Interestingly, Operation Gadgetman was written and set in a time before we had mobile phones

and the internet at our fingertips. This has led to some interesting discussions about why Beans
and her friends had to use a phone box to call someone, or even use a paper phone directory to
look their number up | hope some of you remember those days too!

Finally, thank you so much to all the parents, grandparents, aunties and uncles that came along
to the Open Classroom this week. The children clearly enjoyed exhibiting and talking about their
amazing homework projects, inspiring us all with their creative and culinary skills. The class
even had the opportunity to sample some honey buns earlier in the week, courtesy of Ellie.

Many of the children took their inspiration from the Romans, who we are learning about this
term, to create some colourful and striking mosaics. We also took the opportunity to showcase
the Roman Villas that the children have been designing and making in Design Technology.







