Newsletter Friday 6th March 2026

Headteacher News

As we come to the end of a vibrant and joyful week at school, | want to share some of the
highlights that have made the last few days particularly special.

The standout event, of course, was World Book Day, which filled the school with colour,
imagination, and excitement. It was wonderful to see pupils and staff alike embracing the spirit
of the day sharing books and stories, and celebrating the power of reading. Oudbeoked
activities, from storytelling sessions to creative writing challenges, showcased just how much
our children value books and the adventures they bring.

Alongside the celebrations, learning across the school has continued with enthusiasm and
energy. Classrooms have been filled with curiosity, thoughtful discussion, and impressive work
that reflects the hard effort pupils put in each day. | am continually proud of the kindness,
resilience, and teamwork they show.

| hope everyone enjoys a w&leserved rest this weekend. We look forward to another exciting
week of learning ahead.

Mrs Martin

School uniform




If you are purchasing new uniform, please check the schools uniform policy. It is available on
our website.

Main Uniform

w

w

w

w

Navy, grey or black skirt or pinafore dre€kirt should be knee length
Grey or black trousers or shorso leggings

White or blue poleshirt or white shirt/blouse

Navy blue jumper or cardigan

Black shoes or black boots in winter

Navy blue checked summer dress

PE Uniform
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White plain tshirt
Navy blue or black shorts or skort (no branding)
Plain navy blue or black sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms/leggings (no branding)

Trainers

The school will provide a separate PE kit for pupils when participating in sports tournaments.

Hair, Jewellery and accessories
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No jewellery allowed except for a watch and only small, plain studs if children have
pierced ears.These need to be removed during PE.

Watchesc to be analogue or digitaho SMART watches
Long hair should be worn tied up

Make up should not be worn in school by any pupils including nail varnish.

A reminder that PE kits are only to be worn on days when the children have PE.

Our PTA run an exchange uniform shop where parents can purchase second hand uniform or
exchange uniform that their child has outgrown. Please contact the school office if you would
like access to the uniform exchange.

Many thanks



Star of the Week

Congratulations to the William Fletcher Stars of the Week.
Writer - Alexandra in Attenborough Class

Writer- Keziah in Kahlo Class



Creativity
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Excellence is not a skill,
itis an attitude.
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Attendance

School Attendance

175 Non School — 175 days to use for
Days Each Year family time, visits,

holidays, shopping,
household jobs and

19 DAY ABSENCE other appointments

10 DAY ABSENCE

’ 29 DAY ABSENCE
171 Days
of
education

This equates to 209
days of absence
over 11 years of
schooling, more

than ONE YEAR of
school missed.

90% ‘

Percentage Attendance

GOOD WORRYING SERIOUS CONCERN

Best chance to succeed Less ct of celebrating

38 DAY ABSENCE

47 DAY ABSENCE

Celebrating success very difficult
Celebrate Success Makes it harder to make progress Possible COURT ACTION

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 2nd March was 94.8% attendance.



School Values

The value of the month for March is resilience

Resilience is the ability to bounce back from challenges, adapt to change, and keep going even
when things are difficult. & not something children are simply born watiit Q@ a skill that grows

over time with the right support. When schools and families work together to nurture resilience,
children become more confident, independent, and emotionally healthy.

A resilient child tends to:
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Keep trying even when something feels hard

Accept that mistakes are part of learning, not something to fear
Solve problems or ask for help when needed

Calm themselves after feeling upset

Adapt when plans change

Show confidence in tackling new things

Resilience helps children:



Build emotional wellbeing

Develop a growth mindseti(can improve with practic®

€ € ¢

Handle pressure, change, and setbacks

€

Become more independent
Strengthen relationships by communicating needs and feelings
Learn that difficulties are opportunities to grow

| look forward to awarding dojo points to those children who are demonstrating the value of
resilience.
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willingness to od g from problem
* B overcome stakes sohing skill

difficulties

self-esteem

abllity to
recognise own
and others
emations
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Simmonds Class

This week saw us dive into a wonderfully imaginative story called The Story Orchestra: Carnival
of the animals. A wonderful story about two brothers who start off bored at home and soon

find their own adventure. Ask your children about some of the animals they saw! The exciting
element of this book is the 'press the button' icon on each page. When you press it, music is
played by different instruments which match the movement and scene that we have just visited.
This book inspired some sentence writing and under water printing!

We used the music from the origin&arnival of the Animal®y SaintSaens to inspire some
dance movements at the start of our PE lesson this week, and also in our music lesson. We



listened to how different instruments are used to portray different animals within the piece, and
then used our own percussion to try to create the sounds of a snake, a monkey etc, thinking
about pulse and pitch, as well as working with others on compositions.

In Maths we continue to explore composition of 9. We used double sided counters to show
ways to total 9 (6+3=9 etc). An easy way to practice this concept at home is to take 9 objects
and 2 plates/trays. How many different ways can you arrange/show/total 9 (across the 2
plates/trays). Have a go at home and send us a photo.

On Thursday afternoon we enjoyed a carousel of book week activities, including making our
own zig zags books, creating bookmarks and a story scavenger hunt, as well as sharing books
with Baker class.

Thanks to everyone who took the time to attend our progress meetings this week, and for all
the positive feedback.
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Seacole Class

The children have been super busy this week and have worked incredibly hard across all of their
learning.

In English, we have been planning our own stories. We first read a similar story together and
used it to help us think about how stories are structured. The children then created their own
story plans based on the story we read, thinking about the characters, setting and what might
happen in their story. They are very excited to begin writing their own stories next week and we
car@wait to see all of their wonderful ideas come to life!

In Maths, we have continued learning about numbers up to 50. The children have been
practising how to partition numbers into tens and ones. We have been using the sentence:

GThere are tens and ones, my number i .

This helps the children to understand place value and how numbers can be broken down. The
class produced some fantastic work and their books were beautifully laid out. We were very
impressed with the effort they put into presenting their work neatly.

The children were very excited for Science this week. Before the holidays, we planned our own
investigation to create a waterproof house for the Three Little Pigs. As part of our topic on
materials, we thought about which materials might work well and which might not. Together,

we chose materials that we could easily get hold of, including tin foil, cling film, paper,

cardboard, leaves and twigs. Working in pairs, the children built a base using a small Lego house
and then worked together to create a roo$ing the different materials. They had great fun and



worked brilliantly as teams! However, Miss Goodson made the mistake of allowing sellotape,
which meant that most of our roofs ended up being very waterproof! Next time, we will be sure
not to use sellotape so we can test the materials more fairly.

The children also had a fantastic time in Music this week. They learned to play a new song using
instruments and followed along brilliantly.

On Thursday we enjoyed sharing all things books! We loved having Khalo class visit us with
books to share. They had taken the time to choose a book they enjoyed when they were in year
1. In the afternoon we continued to read the book Look Up. We found out more a meteor
showers and used paint, chalk and collage to make our own meteor shower pictures! If you
have a chance you could read the book together and have a go at drawing one of the characters
using the link below.

https://youtu.be/oSkihS5mnrt?si=VI U4nPMJP3PXN5F

It was lovely to see so many parents this week and to share the ch@dsemk, as well as
discussing how they have been getting on. We are all incredibly proud of our wonderful Year 1
children.

We hope you all have a lovely weekend!



https://youtu.be/oSkihS5mm-c?si=Vl_U4nPMJP3PXN5F










by Nathan Bryon illustrated by Dapo Adeola





































