Newsletter Friday 17th April 2026

Headteacher News

Welcome back to the start of the summer term! | hope you all had a restful and enjoyable break
and were able to spend some quality time together as families. It has been a pleasure to see the
children return to school with such enthusiasm, positivity, and readiness to learn.

This term is always a particularly exciting one, filled with opportunities, new experiences, and
memorable events. Our classrooms are already buzzing with energy as pupils settle back into
their routines and engage with their new topics. We are especially looking forward to May Day
celebrations, Year 4 residential trip and Sports Days that make the most of the warmer weather.

For our Year 6 pupils, this term also brings important milestones as they prepare for
assessments and transition to the next stage of their education. We are incredibly proud of their
hard work and resilience, and we will continue to support them every step of the way.

Congratulations to our Boccia team and girls football team who have competed at tournaments
this week showing excellent sporting attitudes and demonstrating our school valilel done
children.

We are really excited to hear about the PTA 2026 challenges that the children have been doing
some of the classes are doing really well. Keep going! | wonder which class will be the winner
and raise the most money??

As always, we greatly value the support of our families. Your encouragement at home plays a
vital role in your chil@ success in school. Please do keep an eye on upcoming dates and events,
as we have a busy and exciting term ahead.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mrs C Martin






School lateness

Please ensure that your child arrives at school by 8.45 am. It is very disruptive for staff and
pupils when a child arrives late as much key work is covered during the first half hour of
teaching time. Punctuality and general good timekeeping are disciplines for life. Please ensure
that children arriving late to school are signed in at the office by a parent.

Please note that persistent or extreme lateness (after 9.15am) counts as unauthorised absence,
and this will also be monitored by the Educational Welfare Officer (EWQ) and penalty notices
can be issued following regular lateness.

Many thanks for your support in this important matter
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Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 13th April was 95.4% attendance.

School Values

The value of the month for April is determination.

The value of determination is defined ast giving up when tasks are difficult, working hard,
and trying again after setbacks. It encourages a growth mindset, motivating pupils to rise to

challenges, aim high, and achieve personal g

oals. This core value builds resilience,

independence, and a lasting motivation to learn.

Showing determination at school:

w PerseveranceEncouraging children to keep trying even when they feel stuck or face

challenges.



w Goal SettingMotivating students to work towards personal goals and academic
excellence.

w ResilienceTeaching children to overcome mistakes and learn from them to become
better learners.

w Active EffortEmphasizing hard work, motivation, and active participation in learning.

| look forward to giving dojo points to those children who are showing the value of
determination.
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Simmonds Class

It has been a busy start to Term 5. The children have returned with enthusiasm and are ready to
continue their learning. We started with the story of Noah's Ark. The children named and
painted pairs of animals and we created a lovely bright display in the classroom. With
knowledge about who Noah was we then read the story of Mrs Noah's Garden. Mrs Noah was
saddened by the dull surroundings in which the Ark had settled so set about growing and
developing a beautiful, calm garden with the help of others. The children created some
collaborative art and painted garden scenery which became the background for our display.

In Maths We have been finding ways to total 6. We used numicon pieces to piece together pairs
that total 6. The children were quick to see the pairs. Later on in the week we explored addition.
The children rolled two dice and added the spots together. They then had a go at recording the
addition sum using the + and = symbols.

The May Dance is under way! We will be dancing to the song Patter Cake Polka! We hope you
can join us on May 1st for the performance on the playground. On this day the children will be
invited to wear dresse/skirt/smart trousers/shorts/tops and a flower corsage to school.

Can we ask that you sned in a bag of spare clotlespare uniform, pants, socks, jumper
please. Children sometimes get their clothes wet during play, spillages at lunchtime or toilet



accidents. It is useful to have a spare set of their own clothes that they can chaange into if
needed. Please send these in on Monday please. It might be good to pop a sunhat and a named
bottle of sunbcream in too in anitcipation of the warmer weather to come.

Finally, CHALLENGE 2026............... In place of the school fete this year (Yarton village are hosting
a fete this year) we are running several events to raise school funds. The PTA have launched
Challenge 2026. The link is here and on our dojo. We are asking all children to try #26ise

each to go towards school funds by completing 26 things...Can you support your child by finding
26 little things they can do? make their bed 26 times, run a lap of the garden for 26 days over

the course of a month? Eaarage family and friends to sponsor too! Donations are made

through the link. Let's get Simmonds Class to the top of the fundraising ctalitbm Fletcher

School PTA | SuperKind
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School Screener

TO ACCESS YOUR CHILDS VISION
SCREENING RESULTS PLEASE
CREATE ASCHOOL SCREENER
ACCOUNT

Please scan the QR code or click the link in
the email about your child’s screening.

Letters will be ready for viewing within a
week



https://superkind.org/pta/william-fletcher-school-pta
https://superkind.org/pta/william-fletcher-school-pta
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Seacole Class

We hope you all had a lovely, restful break! It has been wonderful to welcome our Year 1
children baclg they have returned full of enthusiasm and ready to learn.

This week, we have been exploring the features of poetry. Previously, we focused on language,
but this week we looked at patterns and syllables. The children did a fantastic job identifying
how many syllables are in different words. You might like to try this at home by giving your child
a word and asking them to clap out the syllables. We then created our own short poems,
making sure they followed a syllable patterisome of them even included rhyming words! The
children were very proud to share their pms with the class.

In Maths, we have been learning about measuring, with a focus on capacity. The children really
enjoyed this topic, especially our hands water activities. We explored how many cups of
water different containers could hold, making predictions and testing them out.

We have started an exciting new topic: Light! The children were already able to name many
different light sources, and some even remembered the meaningsaislucent and
atransparent from our previous learning. We are looking forward to carrying out investigations
and discovering more about light in the coming weeks.

Have a lovely weekend, and we look forward to seeing you all again on Monday.
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