
 Newsletter Friday 15th May 2026 

 

Headteacher News 

This week has been another wonderfully busy and positive one at our school. It has been a 

pleasure to see the children so engaged in their learning, showing enthusiasm, resilience and 

kindness in everything they do. From impressive classroom achievements to energetic playtimes 

and creative activities, there has been a real buzz of excitement around the school. 

A special well done must go to our Year 6 children, who have approached their SATs this week 

with maturity, determination and positivity. We are incredibly proud of the calm and confident 

way they have tackled the tests and the excellent attitude they have shown throughout. Thank 

you also to the staff team for all of their hard work, encouragement and support in helping the 

children feel prepared and confident. A special thank you to Budgens for providing the Year 6 

children with their breakfast before the SATS this week. 

We have also been delighted to see so many children demonstrating our value of the month τ 

cooperation. Across the school, pupils have been working together brilliantly, supporting one 

another in lessons, on the playground and during group activities. It has been wonderful to see 

children listening carefully, sharing ideas and encouraging their classmates to succeed. 

We are also very much looking forward to being part of the Yarnton Village Fete on Sunday and 

hope to see lots of our families there supporting the event. It promises to be a lovely 

community occasion and a wonderful opportunity to come together outside of school. 

We hope everyone enjoys a restful weekend 

Mrs C Martin 



 

 

 



Parent code of conduct 

 

A reminder that all adults are expected to model respectful and appropriate behaviour while on 

the playground before and after school. This includes speaking politely to staff, children, and 

other parents, supervising children responsibly, and helping to keep the playground a safe and 

welcoming environment for everyone. 

We ask that any concerns or disagreements are addressed calmly and directly with school staff, 

rather than on the playground or in front of children. More information about our Code of 

Conduct can be found on the school website.  

Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us maintain a positive school community. 

School lateness 

 

Please ensure that your child arrives at school by 8.45 am. It is very disruptive for staff and 

pupils when a child arrives late as much key work is covered during the first half hour of 

teaching time. Punctuality and general good timekeeping are disciplines for life. Please ensure 

that children arriving late to school are signed in at the office by a parent.  

Please note that persistent or extreme lateness (after 9.15am) counts as unauthorised absence, 

and this will also be monitored by the Educational Welfare Officer (EWO) and penalty notices 

can be issued following regular lateness. 

Many thanks for your support in this matter. 



 



Attendance 

 

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 11th May was 95.6% attendance. 

School Values 

 

The value of the month for May is cooperation. 



Why Is Teamwork Important? 

By working together as a team, we can: 

ωachieve something we cannot do alone; 

ωcomplete something more quickly; 

ωnegotiate and compromise with others; 

ωsupport those who are finding it difficult.  

What an important value to learn!    

In school, the children will be given opportunities to practice this value and really see the 

benefits of cooperating with others.   

After all, Teamwork makes the Dreamwork! 

 



 

 



 

Simmonds Class 

 

We saw lots of growth with our caterpillars this week! They have now spun their cocoons and 

are in the final stages of their lifecycle. We are pretty sure that we will be releasing them as fully 



grown butterflies next week! The children have really enjoyed this hands on, visual learning in 

the classroom. They continue to impress us by using the correct vocabulary to describe the 

stages of the lifecycle too. The children have coped well with the slight adjustment to our 

timetable this week. We had to be mindful of the Year 6 SAT's and respect the fact they needed 

quiet space around the school so we shifted more of our learning indoors in the morning and 

then made full use of the garden in the afternoons. The children adapted well and we felt it was 

important to show how considerate we could be. In Maths we have been using 'first, then and 

now' stories to complete addition sums. For example, first there are 5 people on the bus, then 2 

more got on, now there are 7 people on the bus. We have been using physical resources and 

'first, then and now' frames to help us with this concept. In Phonics we continue to revise the 

phase 3 sounds and spell CCVCC words like stand, slept, still. CCVCC words are words that follow 

the letter pattern consonant-consonant-vowel-consonant-consonant, helping children practice 

blending and decoding multiple consonant sounds. See if you can see any when you are out and 

about or in the books/leaflets/magazines that you read.  

We started a new RE topic today, exploring the concept of special stories. We will be finding out 

about stories that are special to Christians, Muslims and Jewish people. We aim to encourage 

thoughtful reflection, empathy and understanding of values. Today the children enjoyed 

discussing stories and books that are special to them. If your child would like to bring in a book 

to show the class that is special to them (or their family), please send in next Friday morning.  

Thank you for all of the generous donations to the PTA challenge. We are incredibly grateful. 

Well done to the children for completing challenges or donating pocket money.  

Can we remind you to label jumpers and fleeces please? As the hot weather approaches we are 

finding lots without names that are then very hard to return to the correct people. Please check 

all items of uniform over the weekend if you have chance. Thank you! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Seacole Class 

 

We have had a lovely week in Year 1! 



In English, we have been focusing on describing a rainforest setting. The children listened 

carefully to rainforest sounds and researched the different animals that live there. We then 

explored the nouns (people, places and things), adjectives (describing words) and verbs (doing 

words) we could use to create exciting sentences about the rainforest. The children came up 

with some fantastic ideas and many were eager to write as many sentences as possible! It was a 

real pleasure to read their wonderful descriptions ς they all did an amazing job. 

In Maths, we have been learning about fractions. The children have really embraced this new 

concept and are becoming very confident at recognising a half. We learnt that when we find a 

half of something, it must be split into two equal parts. The children enjoyed working with 

partners to test each otherΩs understanding, and many showed a fantastic grasp of the concept. 

Next week, we will move on to finding quarters! We also created our own fraction walls to help 

us visualise fractions, and the children were very proud to take these home to share with you. 

We are also coming to the end of our Science topic on light sources. We took part in a class quiz 

and earned ten Class Dojos by correctly identifying which objects were light sources and which 

were not! We also learnt about how we see things, discovering that light travels from a light 

source, reflects off an object and then enters our eyes. We have really enjoyed this topic and 

are looking forward to learning about sound next term. 

Last Friday, we had a wonderful time celebrating the life and work of David Attenborough. We 

practised our reading comprehension skills by reading about him and answering questions. We 

also planted sunflower seeds and learnt all about what plants need to grow ς we hope they are 

being looked after carefully at home! The children then had great fun searching for mini beasts 

around the school grounds and carefully sketching them. In the afternoon, we used clay to 

sculpt models of our chosen mini beasts. They look fantastic and we cannot wait for you to see 

them! We hope you have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you on Monday for 

our last week at school before May half term!  



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 


