Newsletter Friday 1st May 2026

Headteacher News

What a wonderful week it has been at our school! The classrooms have been filled with

curiosity, kindness, and a real sense of joy in learning. From impressive classroom achievements
to thoughtful acts of friendship on the playground, our pupils continue to make us proud every
single day.

Today® May Day celebrations were a true highlight. Bathed in glorious sunshine, the school
grounds came alive with colour, music, and laughter. It was a delight to see the children taking
part so enthusiasticalty dancing, celebrating, and enjoying this special tradition together.
Moments like these capture the spirit of our school community so perfectly. Thank you to the
children, staff and families for making the morning such a wonderful event.

IQe also been delighted by the creativity on display this weekether through imaginative
writing, vibrant artwork, or enthusiastic participation in lesson& dtear that our children are
not only working hard but also embracing every opportunity with positivity and confidence.

As we head into a new week, | hope everyone enjoys a restful and happy bank holiday weekend.
We look forward to more exciting learning ahead!

Mrs C Martin






School lateness

Please ensure that your child arrives at school by 8.45 am. It is very disruptive for staff and
pupils when a child arrives late as much key work is covered during the first half hour of
teaching time. Punctuality and general good timekeeping are disciplines for life. Please ensure
that children arriving late to school are signed in at the office by a parent.

Please note that persistent or extreme lateness (after 9.15am) counts as unauthorised absence,
and this will also be monitored by the Educational Welfare Officer (EWQO) and penalty notices
can be issued following regular lateness.

Many thanks for your support in this matter.
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Star of the Week

Congratulations to the William Fletcher Stars of the Week.
Maths- Theo in Simmonds Class

Writing- Amelia in Simmonds Class
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Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 27th April was 94.6% attendance.

School Values

The value of the month for May is cooperation.



Why Is Teamwork Important?

By working together as a team, we can:
wachieve something we cannot do alone;
acomplete something more quickly;
wnegotiate and compromise with others;
usupport those who are finding it difficult.
What an important value to learn!

In school, the children will be givepportunities to practice this value and really see the
benefits of cooperating with others.

After all, Teamwork makes the Dreamwork!

| look forward to giving out dojo points to children who are showing the value of cooperation.




Cooperation

Working together;
teamwork




Simmonds Class

This week we saw the arrival of some real live caterpillars (in a pot!) to the classroom! The
children have been watching them grow each day. We'll keep you updated! The caterpillars tie



in perfectly with our topic about the lifecycle of a caterpillar. There is no greater hands on
experience than watching real ones grow! We listened to the story The Very Hungry Caterpillar
which helped us understand the cycle of growth. We have learned words such as egg, cocoon
and crysalis, caterpillar and butterfly.

In Maths some of us have been continuing to recognise numbé& We have been counting

out different amounts (to 10) onto our tens frame. This helps us to ensure accurate counting

and it helps us to see the value of each number and it's make up (composition) for example, on
my tens frame | can see 7 as being 'a full 5 and 2 more'. | can see 9 as being 'a full 5 and 4 more'.
In our other groups children have been building teen numbers using numicon, tens frames (x2)
and cubes. On our tens frames we can build 13 by filling one full ten frame and 3 more. We can
build 17 by filling one full ten and 7 more.

On Tuesday afternoon Mrs Rowlands (Amelia's mum) came in to do some gardening with the
children in small groups. The children loved planting seeds and potting fresh pansies. They
understand that the seeds and plants need sunlight and water to help them grow. We
appreciate Mrs Rowlands taking the time to join us in the classroom.

In Phonics the children continue to review Phase 3 sounds. We are working hard to read and
write more independently now too. Please continue to go through the sounds and words that
have been sent home every day. Little and often helps these to 'stick’. We are going to be
developing sentence structure too, showing the children how to start a sentence with a capital
letter, use finger spaces between words and full stops at the end. If children want to write about
their weekend, a special time at home likeighday or visitors or just make up their own
sentences please do encourage this and send it in to school or pop a photo on Evidence Me.















Seacole Class




This week in English, we have been learning how to write informal letters. The children had
some fantastic ideas and really enjoyed seeing their thoughts come to life in their writing. We
began by planning who we were going to write to, what we wanted to say, and why we were
writing. The children thought of some brilliant questions to include and practised using the
pronoun<in their sentences.

We shared our ideas on whiteboards first before writing our final letters. After finishing, the
children worked hard to edit their own writing, checking that it made sense and included capital
letters, finger spaces, full stops, and question marks in the correct places. To finish, many
children read their letters aloud to the class, and we were so proud of how confident and
accomplished they felt!

In Maths, we have continued learning about multiplication. We have been focusing on arrays
and equal groups, helping us to understand how multiplication works. The children learned
aboutcolumnsandrowsand came up with actions to help remember them:

w Columns stand ufarm pointing up)
w Rows lie dowifarms stretched out flat)

We are also continuing to practise our 2, 5 and 10 times tables. The children have really enjoyed
singing along to times tables songs in class, here is the link as many of the children wanted to
listen to these at home!

Multiply by 10's! | Multiply By Music | Jack Hartmann

Multiply by 5's! | Multiply By Music | Jack Hartmann

Multiply by 2's! | Multiply By Music | Jack Hartmann

In Science, we have been learning about light sources. This week, we carried out an
investigation to see whether light can travel through different objects. Using a torch, we tested
items to see if they were:

w Opaque(no light passes through)
w Transparen{all light passes through)
w Translucen{some light passes through)

We also learned about shadows and discovered that objects that create shadows usually block
light.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCK8_DVuZ-g&list=RDLCK8_DVuZ-g&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VffLLb-dz8&list=RD7VffLLb-dz8&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8lpZI3sU0w&list=RDH8lpZI3sU0w&start_radio=1

As mentioned on Dojo, we have sent home some words to practise in preparation for the
phonics check in June. The children have been doing really well in class, and any extra practise
at home will really help build their confidence with both real &#lienCvords.

We hope you have a lovely long weekend, and we look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday!
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Attenborough Class






We have had a lovely week this week! In our core subjects this week we have been writing our
non-chronological reports that we planned last week. The children have taken so much care for
their work and have focused so well on making their writing the best it can be. Many of the
children tried to include lots of the elements we had discussed together such as questions to
ask the reader as well as exclamation marks and conjunctions.

In Maths this week, we have been focusing on finding and recognising quarters. This was a
tricky concept when moving on from halves however they all smashed it! Later in the week we
also began looking at thirds!

In our afternoon sessions this week, we began by doing PSHE with a focus on relationship with
friends. The children had lots of discussions on how to resolve friendships if their is a problem
and they came up with some great ideas. For PE, as the children enjoyed cricket so much last
week, we decided to do a little more! The children are such great team players and it is lovely to
hear them chanting for each other and supporting them.

In Science, we focused on the hours of sunlight in a day and how this changes throughout the
seasons. We were very excited with Summer being our next season!

On Friday, we had our May day celebrations! Thank you to anyone who was able to make it, we
understand how hard it is during working days but it is always appreciated and the children
loved showing you their dance they have been working so hard on.

Next Friday it is David Attenborough's 100th birthday!! As we are named after the man himself,
we have made a card to send to him for his birthday. Fingers crossed we get a response... The
children all made a lovely picture and wrote a kind message to him to thank him for all of his
work in looking after our world.

Thank you for all of your continuous help, it is really appreciated!

We hope you have a lovely long weekend and we will see you on Tuesday :)









Weir Class

The children have clearly been inspired by our science topic of Habitats, and making use of the
glorious sunshine at playtime. This week a group have been busily building a fantastic bug hotel
and finding lots of insects and creatures to host amongst the logs, sticks and leaves that they
have collected from around the playground. It is so lovely to see them playing so nicely together,
being creative and showing an interest in, and care for, the environment around them.



In science this week the children continued to look at living things, in particular plants and how
they can be sorted. They started by looking at similarities and differences of living things and
grouping them accordingly, and then went on to research interesting facts about plants.

In English we are starting work on a third person narrative which the children will go onto plan
and write over the coming weeks. We are using an animal story as our inspiration and they
children have produced some fantastic descriptive writing this week using features such as
adjectives, adverbs and expanded noun phrases.

We continued to enjoy the sunshine on Friday morning for a brilliant May Day celebration. The
children had done a great job learning and practising their May Day dance and did a fantastic
job performing on the morning. Well done to them all.
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Curie, Kahlo & Baker Class




In writing this week, we began a new unit focused on news reporting. They had lots of fun
reading different newspapers and used the features they identified to help them create their
own front page about a rare Angl®axon artefact that has been unearthed in Suffolk. As well as
writing an article, they will be filming their own news reports later in the term. Lots of them
really enjoy watching Newsround when we have the opportunity and it's a great way of
discussing world events with them at home and what it means to be a journalist.

In science, we have been building on what we learnt during our visit from Science Oxford last
term and exploring how animals adapt to their environment in greater depth. Some animals live
in more than one type of habitat, such as the scorpion, which lives in the desert and the
rainforest. We have looked in to how they have evolved to be in these two very different
environments and considered other animals that have been able to do this. The children have
also chosen a habitat to research independently, Whitey are going to create an information
booklet for.

Our new history topic of Crime and Punishment is proving to be an interesting one! We have
started to learn about Roman laws and how you could be thrown to the lions if you did not
worship the emperor! And they had to make sure the front of their houses were clean and neat
or they would be in troublX¥I@n just off to have a little tidy up!







