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Headteacher News 

"Cherish the natural world, because you're a part of it and you depend on it." Sir David 

Attenborough  

What a wonderful week we have enjoyed here at school, with plenty of reasons to celebrate 

and reflect on the values that make our village school such a special place to learn and grow. 

Last week, the children thoroughly enjoyed our May Day celebrations. It was lovely to see the 

school community come together to mark this traditional occasion with such enthusiasm. 

Events like these help our children connect with local traditions and create lasting memories of 

their primary school years. Thank you to all the staff and families who supported the 

celebrations and helped make the day such a success. 

This week, we have also been recognising the birthday of the remarkable naturalist and 

broadcaster, David Attenborough. His lifelong dedication to exploring and protecting our planet 

continues to inspire people of all ages around the world. Across the school, children have been 

learning more about wildlife, habitats and the importance of caring for the environment. It has 

been wonderful to hear thoughtful discussions in classrooms about how even small actions can 

make a positive difference to the world around us. 

We would also like to wish our Year 6 children the very best of luck as they begin their SATs 

assessments next week. They have worked incredibly hard throughout the year and we are 

immensely proud of the determination, perseverance and positive attitudes they have shown. 

SATs are simply an opportunity for the children to demonstrate all that they have learned, and 

we know they will approach the week with confidence and resilience. Most importantly, we 

hope they remember just how proud we already are of each and every one of them 

As always, I continue to be incredibly proud of the kindness, resilience and curiosity shown by 

our pupils each day. Whether in lessons, on the playground or during our special events, the 



children consistently demonstrate the caring values that are at the heart of our school 

community. 

We hope you all enjoy the weekend ahead and, hopefully, some sunshine too. 

Mrs C Martin  

 

 



 

 

 

School lateness 

 



Please ensure that your child arrives at school by 8.45 am. It is very disruptive for staff and 

pupils when a child arrives late as much key work is covered during the first half hour of 

teaching time. Punctuality and general good timekeeping are disciplines for life. Please ensure 

that children arriving late to school are signed in at the office by a parent.  

Please note that persistent or extreme lateness (after 9.15am) counts as unauthorised absence, 

and this will also be monitored by the Educational Welfare Officer (EWO) and penalty notices 

can be issued following regular lateness. 

Many thanks for your support in this matter. 

 



Attendance 

 

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 5th May was 94.6% attendance. 

School Values 

 

The value of the month for May is cooperation. 



Why Is Teamwork Important? 

By working together as a team, we can: 

ωachieve something we cannot do alone; 

ωcomplete something more quickly; 

ωnegotiate and compromise with others; 

ωsupport those who are finding it difficult.  

What an important value to learn!    

In school, the children will be given opportunities to practice this value and really see the 

benefits of cooperating with others.   

After all, Teamwork makes the Dreamwork! 

 



 

 



 

Simmonds Class 

 

The children engaged well with their writing this week. We have started working in smaller 

groups for writing now which works well. The children are working hard to think about the 



sentence they want to write (based on a picture they are shown) and to then sound out the 

words in that sentence. We have been using out word mats (the one in the video on Evidence 

me and the one you have at home) to locate the words and spell them. It all helps to develop 

children's reading and spelling.  What we have noticed as a result of focusing on spelling words 

and writing in smaller groups is that children are writing more in the environment. Children are 

writing cards, books, labelling pictures and recording scores and names in games that are being 

played outside. Confidence with writing is definitely rising this week!  

In Maths we have been naming and matching 2d shapes. We have been using 2d shapes to build 

shape rockets too! Most of us can now recognise circle, triangle, square and rectangle. Keep 

looking out for these shaped objects at home and naming them. 

In our Reading lessons we listened to the story Bear-Shaped. It is about a little boy called Jack 

who loses his favourite bear. This is based on a real story where the search for the bear went 

viral. It shows how his beloved bear makes him brave in his world and how kindness helps him 

hold the love of his bear in his heart.  Here is the link if you would like to  share it again with 

your child again: Bing Videos 

In PE we have started athletics. This will lead on nicely to our Sports Day next term. We are 

enjoying being outside for our PE lessons where possible and practising our running, throwing 

and jumping.  

On Friday, we learnt some facts about David Attenborough and watched some clips from his 

amazing documentaries. The children took part in a nature walk around the playground to 

forage different objects to create a giant 100. We also made animal collages and birthday cards 

to post. The children wrote messages wishing David Attenborough a happy birthday and 

thanking him for his work helping our world.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Seacole Class 

 



What a fab day we had at the end of last week. Mayday is a real highlight of the calendar and 

the children loved showing off their dancing and watching the other classes. 

Following the lovely long weekend we started the week with some RE. In RE we have been 

finding out about belonging. We have thought about groups and communities that we belong to 

and how we show we belong. We have then gone on to look at how people show they belong to 

faith communities. We looked at  how Muslims choose to have calligraphy in their homes. And 

why these words are important. We practiced drawing these shapes in our books and in chalk 

on the playground. 

In History we continue our work on The Great Fire of London. We have been looking at the 

different materials used to construct houses at this time and how this caused the fire to spread 

so quickly. This also links in with our art work on architecture. 

In our maths we have been sorting objects into equal groups and describing the groups. This will 

lead to our future work in multiplying and dividing. Next week weΩll start looking at simple 

fractions. Do keep practicing counting in 2s, 5s and 10s! 

Have a lovely weekend! 

 



 

 



 



Attenborough Class 



 



It has been another lovely week full to the brim of learning after a great bank holiday Monday! 

In our English this week, we had a strong focus on reading to make up for so much writing last 

week! We had finished our Fantastically Great Women Who Changed the World book by reading 

about Frida Kahlo, Gertrude Ederle and Coco Chanel. The children were so inspired by these 

amazing women and to end the week, we focused on Frida Kahlo's approach to her artwork, 

using symbols to convey different moods. We came up with a range of emotions and tried to 

come up with images that represented that emotion. They did a fab job of thinking of not just 

faces which show the emotion but other things as well, such as fire for anger, the ocean for 

calm etc.  

In Maths week continued our fractions work by looking at thirds, finding the whole number of a 

fraction and unit fractions. The children were surprised by the fact we had learnt all about unit 

fractions already without even realising! Next week, we move onto non-unit fractions.  

In PE this week we continued cricket as the children seemed to have loved doing it previously! 

All of the children have shown such great teamwork and sportsmanship in this game and have 

been playing so nicely.  

In Science, we looked into nocturnal animals and what animals they are. We then created 

woodland pictures comparing the same woodland at daytime to night time. They all created 

some lovely drawings! 

Our main highlight of the week was David Attenborough's 100th birthday!!!!! Being named after 

the man himself, it was only right that we used the day to celebrate him and the work he has 

done. We began the day reminding ourselves who he is and why we celebrate him, we then 

planted our own sunflowers to take home as well as some class plants or us to grow here! The 

children will take on the responsibility of watering them. Later in the day we created bird 

feeders using ice cream cones and bird seed followed by a nature scavenger hunt. In the 

afternoon we watched one of Attenborough's U rated programmes 'Life in Colour' to see for 

ourselves some of the work he has done. We ended the day with an assembly where every class 

got to share something they had done that day! 

What a great end to the week, fingers crossed our card to him gets a response... 

 

Thanks again to everyone who helped raise money for the PTA, we've not only reached the 

target, we've smashed it!! 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



Weir Class 

 

Firstly, well done to the class for a fantastic May Day celebration ς it takes a lot of courage to get 

up and dance in front of the rest of the school and crowd of parents, family and friends. The 

children performed brilliantly and represented the class and school perfectly. Thank you so 

much for coming along to support us. 

The children have continued to enjoy the spring weather this week ς despite some cooler days 

they are making great use of the field at play times, and it is fantastic to see so many of the class 

using the cricket equipment to play games and practice their skills. This enthusiasm has 



continued as they developed and practiced their batting and fielding skills during their PE lesson 

this week.  

In maths, we have been focussing on telling the time this week. We have been specifically 

working on telling the time to 10, 5 and 1-minute intervals using analogue clocks. We talked 

about how tricky it can be to read analogue clocks, particularly when we are often more used to 

seeing digital clocks. To help us practice, we have been using the clocks in the classroom to read 

the time throughout the day ς although it was interesting to hear most of the children say 

ΨlunchtimeΩ when asked the time at 12:00! 

In English, we have been planning our third person narrative which the children will start writing 

next week. They have been thinking about describing an encounter between a hungry eagle and 

an understandably nervous mouse. The children have also been building vocabulary banks of 

adjectives and adverbs to describe the predator and prey. Without giving too much away the 

story will end better for the mouse! 

Our work in science this week somewhat reflected our story writing as the children have been 

looking at food chains and understanding where plants and animals fit in various food chain 

sequences.  

Finally, another huge well done to the class ς this time for the fantastic fundraising the children 

have done as part of the PTA 2026 Challenge. As of this morning Weir class have raised £575.26 

- an amazing amount! As promised, weΩll arrange a little something to thank and congratulate 

the children. 

 



 

 



Curie, Kahlo & Baker Class 

 

We have had a fun week! In maths, Year 5 have been learning to measure angles accurately 

using a protractor. They have also learnt to use rulers and protractors carefully to draw shapes 

precisely. Budding architects and draughtsmen of the future maybe?  

As it is Sir David AttenboroughΩs 100th birthday this week, we have been thinking about his 

messages to take care of the natural world. Through our science work, we have been 

investigating how to classify animals in different ways, which has shown us how much the 

children know about different animals around the world. Some fascinating knowledge has been 

shared! We have also been researching what we can each do to protect different habitats and 

sharing what we have learnt in leaflets and posters that we've created. All of the classes have 

shown some work in a special Friday assembly.  

In PE, we continue to improve our batting, fielding and catching skills to help us be better 

cricketers. The children are enjoying the cricket a lot and many small games are being played 

during break times which is great to see. We are also honing our athletics skills by practising 

running, jumping and throwing. Please make sure your child is wearing appropriate clothing and 

has trainers in school on their PE days, with hair tied back and no jewellery. If it is sunny, please 

have sun cream and / or a hat to wear.  



 

 

 



 

 



 

 


