Newsletter Friday 19th June 2026

Headteacher News

Our children have continued to impress us with their commitment to learning. Whether tackling
tricky maths challenges, producing imaginative pieces of writing, or exploring new topics across
the curriculum, it has been a pleasure to see such determination and pride in their work. We
have also seen some fantastic teamwork, with pupils supporting one another and celebrating
each othe® achievements.

A particular highlight this week was a truly inspiring visit for Key Stage 2 from the author Som
Holliday. The children were captivated as they listened to her stories and gained an insight into
the writing process. It was wonderful to see their excitement and enthusiasm for reading and
writing grow even further, and we are very grateful to Som for sharing her passion with us.

Wednesday afternoon brought another special moment for our school community with the
Festival of Voices concert. It was a joyous celebration of music, and our pupils performed with
great confidence, energy and pride. They were a credit to the school, and we are incredibly
proud of their effortg it was a memorable afternoon for everyone involved.

We would also like to celebrate our fantastic didscket team, who achieved a superb win in
last weel@ tournament, winning every game and have now progressed to the County Finals.
This is a brilliant achievement, and we are incredibly proud of their teamwork, determination
and sporting spirit well done girls!

Beyond the classroom, the week has been just as exciting. There have been opportunities for
creativity, sport and exploration, with pupils showing great resilience and positivity. It has been
especially lovely to see so many smiles and to hear the laughter during playtimes and activities
¢ a true reflection of our happy school community.

We look forward to another fantastic week ahead!

Mrs C Martin
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Warm Weather

With the warm weather forecast over the next week, our priority is keeping everyone safe and
comfortable. We are monitoring temperatures and have adapted our daily schedule to keep
children out of direct sunlight during peak hours.

To help us, please ensure your child arrives with the following items daily:
w Water Bottle: Clearly named, so they stay hydrated. (We will provide refills).
w Sun Cream: Please apply this at home before the school day begins.

w Sun Hat: A cap or widerimmed hat for outdoor time



During hot weather, we will adjust our daily routines. We are limiting strenuous outdoor
physical activities and ensuring children have access to shaded areas and quiet, indoor spaces
during lunch

Attendance

School Attendance
s — 7

holidays, shopping,

10 DAY ABSENCE household jobs and

DAY ABSENCE other appointments

29 DAY ABSENCE

171 Days
of
education

This equates to 209
days of absence
over 11 years of
schooling, more

than ONE YEAR of

school missed.

90%
| Percentage Attendance

GOOD WORRYING SERIOUS CONCERN

Best chance to succeed Less chance of celebrating success  Celebrating success very difficult
Celebrate Success Makes it harder to make progress Possible COURT ACTION

38 DAY ABSENCE

47 DAY ABSENCE

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 15th June was 95.2% attendance.



School Values

The value of the month June is curiosity.

We believe curiosity helps children to become excited about learning, ask thoughtful questions
and develop a deeper understanding of the world around them. We promote curiosity by
encouraging pupils to explore new ideas, investigate problems, talk about their thinking and
learn through firsthand experiences such as practical activities, discussions, visitors and trips.

By nurturing curious minds, we help our children to grow into confident, independent learners
who enjoy discovering new things.

Fostering Curiosity at Home

Parents can support this value by modelling inquisitive behaviour and giving children the time
and space to wonder.

w Answer a Question with a Question: When your child asks why something happens, try
responding with;'What do you think?'or "Let's find out together!"

w Explore Together: Watch documentaries, listen to podcasts, or visit museums to spark
new interests.

w Use Everyday Items: Allow your child to engage in imaginative play with simple
household items, encouraging them to figure out how things work.

| am looking forward to awarding Dojos for children showing the value of curiosity.



“When you're curicus,

you find lots of

interesting
things to do”

Wikt Ditaey

Y 3

"The future belongs to the
curious. The ones who are *
~ not afraid to try it, explore
it, poke at it, question it,
and turn it inside out."
- Unknown °

ittleyellowstarteaches com
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Simmonds Class

This week we have completed some of our termly assessments. Given the age of the children,
these are completed in a pldyased, hands on way. We have been impressed by the children's
progress and they continue to soak up new learning. The children are enjoying learning the new
phase 5 sounds in Phonics. The pneumonics for each sound helps us remember them and we
are getting good at applying the new phonics sounds when spelling new words. Please keep
practising the sounds at home that are sent home on Thays@he children will revisit phase 5
sounds when they go into Year 1 so it is important that they make a good start on them in these
last few weeks. In Maths we have been learning about sharing and grouping. We have been
sharing objects into groups and seeing if the amount is shared equally or not. This leads on to us
learning (next week) about odd and even numbers. Even numbers can be shared out fairly and
equally and odd numbers can't. The children learnt to use the 'one for you, one for me' concept
whensharing objects out.

As part of water safety week, we spent some time discussing how much we enjoy playing in
water as well as the importance of staying safe. We watched some videos of children around
water and had to decide if they were being safe or unsafe. Key messages were to always stay
close to an adult when near the water, and not to follow your pet into the water (even if it looks
like your pet is in trouble). We learnt about the different emergency services, including the



coastguard, and how they can help us. See if your child can remember the emergency number
to call 999 or 112.

The highlight of our week has to be our trip to Fairytale Farm! The children had a wonderful day
walking around the farm, engaging with the sensory garden, play park, ride on Alice in
Wonderland snalil, feeding the pigs, walking the Alpaca and petting the guinea pigs. A really
lovely day had by all.
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Seacole Class

This week, the children have shown fantastic resilience and perseverance while completing their
summer assessments. They have all worked incredibly hard, and it has been wonderful to see
their confidence and enthusiasm shine through. Many children were excited to demonstrate
what they have learned, and some were even looking forward to the assessments!

As part of the assessments, the children independently wrote their own letters. They were free
to choose who they wanted to write to and what they wanted to write about, resulting in some
wonderfully creative pieces of writing. We are so proud of the effort everyone has put in, and it
has been lovely to reflect on just how much progress the children have made since the start of
Year 1.

In the afternoons, we have tried to keep the school day as normal as possible. The children have
had great fun practising for Sports Day, which will take place on Tuesday 23rd June from
9:00ant10:30am. The weather forecast suggests it will be very warm, so we will do our best to
keep the children shaded and out of direct sunlight where possible. Please ensure your child
comes to school with sun cream applied, a water bottle, and a sun hat.

In PSHE, the children have been learning about how they have grown and changed since they
were babies. We spent time discussing all the things babies can and cannot do, and the children
were eager to share the many things they can do now, as well as what they hope to be able to
do when they are older. They drew pictures of themselves and wrote about their current

abilities. The children have thoroughly enjoyed learning about themselves and particularly loved



taking part in &Guess the Teachéguiz, where they had to identify members of staff from
photos taken as babies, toddlers, children, and teenagers!

In Science, we have been learning about sound. The children have explored the difference
between loud and quiet sounds and have learned about how sound travels to our ears. Last
week, we went on a sound walk around the school, taking time to be as quiet as possible so we
could focus on the sounds around us. Some children even closed their eyes to help them
concentrate. We were amazed by how many different sounds we could hear. This week, the
children worked in pairs to take part in a sound quiz. They ksterarefully to audio clips

containing a variety of sounds and tried to identify as many as possible. Some of the sounds
were surprisingly difficult to recognise without being able to see what was making them, which
led to some excellent discussions. The children have really enjoyed this topic, and we are
looking forward to continuing our learning about sound in the coming weeks.

The weather is expected to be very warm next week. Please remember to send your child to
school with sun cream already applied, a water bottle, and a sun hat each day.

We hope you have a wonderful weekend and look forward to seeing everyone on Monday!
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Attenborough Class






Week 3 completed and we have finished our final maths, reading and SPaG assessments of year
2! Next week we will complete our writing assessments. The children have demonstrated great
resilience and perseverance with their assessments this term and have put all they know to

great practice. These tests can be quite overwhelming and tricky but they really have taken it in
their stride.

In the afternoons this week, we have tried to take the opportunity for calm and relaxing
activities after a busy morning. On Monday we completed our PSHE lesson on life cycles, this
term our focus is around 'the changing me' and understanding how life changes and how our
bodies change. Later in the term there will be discussions around boys and girls' bodies and
understanding how they are different.

On Tuesday we completed our RE lesson on the synagogue, a religious, holy place for jews. The
children were very respectful and carefully labelled the different things you might find including
a bimah, Ner Tamid (the everlasting light) and the different seating for men and women.

In Science we completed a quiz on identifying common sounds we hear, but only by listening.
The children were very surprised by how similar some sounds can be!

A key takeaway from this week though has all been about water safety. Coming up to summer
time we all enjoy going into water to help cool down. The children learnt they key things to do if
they were to find themselves stuck in cold water and how to help their body recover from cold
water shock thanks to an assembly from some local swimming instructors. On Friday, we spent
some more time identifying potential risks at different locations and exploring what the children
can do to keep safe, and what to do in an emergency.

Reminder that next Tuesday (23rd) is sports day! Please can children come in their-abliour t
(if you already have one, please do not go and buy any new ones!), we will provide some
coloured stickers for those who do not have-stirt. It is looking very sunny and warm so
please provide a water bottle and ensure sun cream is applied before school.

We hope you have a lovely, warm weekend enjoying the sunshine!



If you are in and around the water
ALWAYS REMEMBER TO:

STOP AND THINK \

—

STAY TOGETHER \

et

FIND MORE FUN

AND SAFETY TIPS AT

RNLl.org

Red and yellow flags tell you where
it's safe to swim and bodyboard
They mark out the lifeguarded area.

Black and white chequered flags

tell you where to surf

This area is for surfboards, stand-up
paddleboards, kayaks, kitesurfers and
windsurfers. Never swim or bodyboard here.

A red flag means danger
Never go in the water under any
circumstances when the red flag is flying.

Orange windsocks mean strong winds
Never use inflatables when the
windsock is flying.
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Weir Class

We have been impressed by the resilience of all the children this week as they have remained
focused and all have tried to do their best to complete our summer assessments. Well done to
all the children for completing their reading and maths papers.

This week we had lots of fun on Wednesday afternoon when we went to the Marlborough
School in Woodstock to take part in the Year 3 rnmkills event. All of the children showed
excellent team working and sportsmanship skills throughout the afternoon.



Mrs. Moore was very impressed with the designs for a static electricity game the children
created at the end of last week in DT. Please can all children bring a box to school, preferably a
shoe box or shoe box size (no cereal boxes please) to enable them to make their games in the

coming weeks.

We are all looking forward to sports days next week, if you are not sure of the team colour for
your child there is a poster on the classroom door. On Thursday the children were very excited
to complete qualifying races ready for sports day. This week was water safety week when the
children enjoyed a special assembly and did some water safety related activities.




