Newsletter Friday 26th June 2026

Headteacher News

It has been another wonderful and busy week in school, filled with a real sense of community
across all year groups.

| would patrticularly like to commend the children (and staff!) for how well they have coped
during the recent period of extreme heat. Despite the challenging conditions, pupils have
continued to show excellent focus, resilience and positivity in their learning. Classrooms have
adapted routines thoughtfully, making use of shaded outdoor spaces where possible, ensuring
regular water breaks, and prioritising every@aevellbeing. It has been lovely to see children
supporting one another and demonstrating such maturity.

Across the school, there has been plenty to celebrate this week. From enthusiastic participation
in lessons to creative work displayed in classrooms and corridors, the children continue to
impress us with their hard work and pride in what they achieve. Staff have also gone above and
beyond to ensure that learning remains engaging and purposeful, even in the warmer weather.

Playtimes and lunchtimes have been a joy, with children enjoying more relaxed activities in the
shade and showing kindness and consideration towards each other. These moments really
highlight the strong, caring ethos we are so proud of in our school.

Thank you to families for your continued support this week, particularly in helping children
come prepared with water bottles, sun hats and appropriate clothing. Your cooperation makes a
real difference.

We are incredibly proud of how everyone has pulled together and maintained such a positive
atmosphere in school. We look forward to another fantastic week ahead.
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School lateness

Please ensure that your child arrives at school by 8.45 am. It is very disruptive for staff and
pupils when a child arrives late as much key work is covered during the first half hour of
teaching time. Punctuality and general good timekeeping are disciplines for life. Please ensure
that children arriving late to school are signed in at the office by a parent.

Please note that persistent or extreme lateness (after 9.15am) counts as unauthorised absence,
and this will also be monitored by the Educational Welfare Officer (EWQO) and penalty notices
can be issued following regular lateness.

Many thanks for your support in this matter.
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Star of the Week
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Excellence is not a skill,
itis an attitude.

Congratulations to the William Fletcher Stars of the Week.

Writer - Abelia in Simmonds, Ellie in Weir Class & Daniel in Kahlo Class



Attendance
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Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 22nd June June was 87.9% attendance.

School Values

The value of the month June is curiosity.



We believe curiosity helps children to become excited about learning, ask thoughtful questions
and develop a deeper understanding of the world around them. We promote curiosity by
encouraging pupils to explore new ideas, investigate problems, talk about their thinking and
learn through firsthand experiences such as practical activities, discussions, visitors and trips.
By nurturing curious minds, we help our children to grow into confident, independent learners
who enjoy discovering new things.

Fostering Curiosity at Home

Parents can support this value by modelling inquisitive behaviour and giving children the time
and space to wonder.

w Answer a Question with a Question: When your child asks why something happens, try
responding with;'What do you think?6r "Let's find out together!"

w Explore Together: Watch documentaries, listen to podcasts, or visit museums to spark
new interests.

w Use Everyday Items: Allow your child to engage in imaginative play with simple
household items, encouraging them to figure out how things work.

| am looking forward to awarding Dojos for children showing the value of curiosity.

Curiosity

Problem solving
Creativity

Resourcefulness
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Simmonds Class

A very hot week this week! The children managed well considering how hot it was. Thank you
for being flexible with the change to our school days, it has helped to keep the children safe and
well during the week. Plenty of learning still took place this week! We took advantage of plenty
of water play in the shaded areas of the garden. We did a quiet hour first thing in the morning
before it got really warm in the water trays, the shaded mud kitchen, log stepping in under the
trees and calm role play withotls and dressing them under the shaded canopy. Time indoors
was spent making farm crafts, completing puzzles, practising our letter formation and drinking
plenty of water. In Maths we introduced odd and even numbers. We understand that odd
numbers, when paired up leave 'a spare' (an odd number) and even numbers pair up equally.
We'll take this learning into next week too to really consolidate our learning. There was still
plenty of talk about the farm park trip. We are going to be writing a recount otrquisoon. In
Phonics we continued to learn new phase 5 souals, ey for example. The children are
beginning to see these sounds within a word and remember the unit of sound that it produces
to then blend it correctly. Keep practising the sounds from the sheets that are sent home to
really consolidate these new sounds. Next Wednesday (1st) will be our EYFS Sports Day. This
starts at 9.15 and usually lasts about 1 hour. Join us on the field to watch! On this day the
children will just need to wear theirBPkit and trainers. Please send in a hat and apply suncream



before school like you do anyway. The children do not need to come to school in a house
colour/team colour. This starts when they are in Year 1.










|

-




Seacole Class




Seacole children have shown great resilience and perseverance this week as we've managed to
carry on with our learning even though it has been quite hot!

In maths, we've continued to think about the numbers 50 to 100. We can order numbers, find 1,
2 and 3 less and more. This has really helped us to develop our understanding of the number
system as we prepare to think about bigger numbers in year 2.

In DT we are making bread this week. We've tried lots of different types of bread and described
the texture, appearance, smell and taste. We then planned and designed and made own bread
rolls.

Next week we have our activity day on Friday. We have lots of fun things planned. Please can
you make sure you have changed your child's lunch order to a packed lunch so we can enjoy a
picnic at lunch time or send a lunch in from home if you prefer. Also don't forget we're asking
for a£2 donation towards the day (and our bread making activity this week.)

Have a lovely weekend.







Attenborough Class






What a week it has been! The children have coped so well with the heat and still have powered
on through with getting some work done. Earlier in the week we explored telling time in 5
minute intervals, this can be a very tricky thing to master so any extra practice at home will be
really beneficial! The children even practiced drawing and laying out clocks on their whiteboards
and then practiced drawing different times on their clocks.

In English, the children did start their plan for their assessed writing which is a character
description of an animal of their choice. We had all sorts of animals including giraffes, crocodiles
and dogs. Next week we will write our character descriptions when the weather has cooled!

Finally, at the end of the week we did our DT project of making bread. We started by taste
testing different types of bread including seeded bread, white bread, fruit bread and chocolate
brioche. We then rated the bread out of 10 on appearance, texture, small and taste. Once we
tasted all the bread, the children then designed their own bread roll to make. Friday morning
was then filled with bread making using and practicing important skills such as hygiene and
safety as well as cooking skills of mixing Endading.

Reminder that next Tuesday is our new sports day so please come in PE kits and celoured t
shirts if you have them. Also, Friday 3rd is our day of fun activities! Our aim is to have a picnic
outside for lunch so please ensure you have ordered a packed lunch through the school on
ParentPay or provide a packed lunch for your child on that day.










Weir Class

Phew, what a week! Hope you have all enjoyed the sun, we have been impressed by the
children's resilience to continue their learning this week even with the unusual levels of heat.
We have tried our best to stay as cool as possible, opening all the doors and windows, closing
the blinds, sitting in the shade during morning break, not going outside at lunchtime and
keeping our water bottles at our seats.

Given the heat we have not had any assemblies or PE lessons this week and with having half
days for most of the week have been focusing on our maths and literacy lessons in the morning.



In maths the children have been getting to grips with types of angles, horizontal, vertical,
parallel and perpendicular lines. We have been reminding ourselves of how to punctuate
speech using inverted commas in our writing lessons which we will apply to a historical story
writing activity based around the Romans in the coming weeks.

The children continued their learning in French on Monday, learning the vocabulary for different
types of transport and working together to compose a pictogram of how everyone travelled to
school.
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Curie, Kahlo & Baker Class

Wow! What a week!



The children have coped so well in the heat and have continued to try hard in our morning
lessons. We have finally finished our class book, which we have really enjoyed and has
produced some very interesting discussions. It also made us realise that there are some children
in our own classes right now that maybe we haven't got to know well yet so we have had the
opportunity to find out some things about each other. We talked about this also being possible

if we move to new classes or new schools. In writing we have had the tricky job to learn about
possessive apostrophes with plurals!! | know many adults who struggle with this concept! We
are working towards writing our own adventure story based on children who have got into
difficulty in water. It is definitely worthwhile having a discussion with your children about water
safety.

We are still ploughing through our maths lessons. The Year 5 has completed their maths
assessments and are 'enjoying' seeing where they could have dropped a couple of extra marks
here and there unnecessarily. Everyone has done very well in their assessments and we are
proud of the effort they have put in.

Last Friday, the children enjoyed a fantastic STEM workshop led by a visiting specialist. They
began by exploring what STEM stands for (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics),
where these subjects fit within our curriculum and the exciting range of careers that use STEM
skills every day. The highlight of the session was working with Micra:bitg pocketsized

computers packed with a variety of sensors, connectors and inputs. The children discovered that
the micro:bits can detect light, movemeand sound through features such as an LED display,
accelerometer, microphone and speaker. The children were challenged to investigate the
different components of the Micro:bit and identify which parts acted as inputs and which acted
as outputs. They showed excellent curiosity, problsoiving skills and teamwork.

Playtimes have been a calm and quieter time this week but it has been lovely to see how the
children have cooperated well and played nicely together. We are very proud of them all.



















