Newsletter Friday 11th September 2026

Headteacher News

As we come to the end of our first week back, | would like to say what a wonderful start we
have had to the new academic year. It has been a real pleasure to welcome our children and
families back through the gates after the summer break, and to see the school once again filled
with enthusiasm, laughter and a love of learning.

Our pupils have settled quickly into their new classes and routines, demonstrating positive
attitudes, excellent behaviour and a readiness to learn. We have also been delighted to
welcome new children and families to William Fletcher Primary School, and we hope they
already feel part of our caring and supportive school community.

Throughout the week, classrooms have been full of exciting learning opportunities, with
children getting to know their teachers, reconnecting with friends and beginning the journey of
discovery that lies ahead this year. We have been particularly impressed by the resilience,
kindness and confidence shown by our pupils as they have embraced new challenges and
opportunities.

| would like to thank our staff team for all of their hard work in preparing for the new term and
ensuring that every child has had a positive start to the year. | would also like to thank parents
and carers for your continued support and partnership. Working together, we can ensure that
every child thrives and achieves their very best.

We are looking forward to an exciting term ahead, filled with memorable experiences, enriching
learning opportunities and plenty of reasons to celebrate. Here's to a fantastic year at William
Fletcher Primary School!

Wishing you a restful weekend
Mrs Claire Martin

Headteacher



School lateness

Please ensure that your child arrives at school by 8.45 am. It is very disruptive for staff and
pupils when a child arrives late as much key work is covered during the first half hour of
teaching time. Punctuality and general good timekeeping are disciplines for life. Please ensure
that children arriving late to school are signed in at the office by a parent.

Please note that persistent or extreme lateness (after 9.15am) counts as unauthorised absence,
and this will also be monitored by the Educational Welfare Officer (EWQ) and penalty notices
can be issued following regular lateness.

Many thanks for your support in this matter.
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Attendance
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Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 7th September was 96.1% attendance.

School Values

The value of the month September is Excellence.



Excellence means encouraging all of us at William Fletcher to try their best, set personal goals,
and take pride in their learning

What Excellence Looks Like
w Trying your best: we learn to focus on effort rather than just perfection.
w Growth mindset: we see mistakes as a normal and helpful part of learning.
w High standards: we set clear and positive expectations across all subjects.
w Celebrating success: we reward hard work, progress, and personal milestones

| look forward to awarding Class Dojo points to children who are showing the value of
excellence







Simmonds Class

The children have had a good start to life at William Fletcher School. They are picking up the
new routines and we continue to get to know each other. We spend a lot of this first term

building relationships and learning the expectations for school. We are keen to work alongside
you to manage this together. This week we have been listening to stories about starting school.
The children recognised themsleves and their new routines in the books. They recognised that
characters felt a mix of excitement and mes, again, all relatable feelings. We listened to the

story 'Colour Monster' by Anna Llenes. This book explores feelings and the colours associated
with these feelings. We will explore this concept of colours and ‘'zones' that help us express our
feelings and emotions. We have been talking about our family and people who are familiar to us.
The children drew pictures of their families which we have displayed in the classroom. It helps
us all get to know each other more. In our other continuous provisioe {we call it ‘choosing

our learning') the children have enjoyed being imaginative with their 'cooking' in the outside
kitchen, being active with games of tennis and football and developing their communication
skills through role play and small world play (people and houses). We have sent a letter in
bookbags explaining the reading books and sounds to practice at home. Please come and see us
if you have any questions.















Seacole Class




It has been a great start to the year in YeaMle have spent time establishing new routines
and becoming familiar with the increased expectations that come with being in Year 1. The
children have risen to the challenge and are already showing themselves to be hardworking,
resilient and curious learners.

In English, we have been practising writing simple sentences, remembering to start with a
capital letter and end with a full stop. We have also enjoyed sharing a range efjindjty texts,
which have inspired discussion, developed vocabulary and helped foster a love of reading. In
Maths, we have been sorting and counting objects as part of our work on place value, helping
us to develop our understanding of numbers.

In PSHE, we have been exploring the Zones of Regulation. The children have been learning
about the Blue, Green, Yellow and Red Zones and identifying the feelings that belong in each.
We have discussed how no zone is more important than another, as each serves a purpose in
our lives. For example, being in the Yellow Zone can be helpful when we need energy,
excitement or determination, such as when taking part in a race or a sporting event. We have
also talked about how the Green Zone is often the most coiveéuo learning, as it helps us feel
calm, focused and ready to engage in classroom activities. The Zones of Regulation provide a
fantastic tool for helping children recognise, understand and manage their emotions both in
school and at home.

We are proud of how well the children have settled into Year 1 and look forward to another
exciting week of learning ahead.
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Attenborough Class






Welcome back to the new school year! We have had a lovely few days getting into the swing of
Year 2, establishing our class rules, sharing out responsibilities and getting to know our new
classroom.

We played a selection of maths games before moving on to solidifying our understanding of
tens and ones in two digit numbers, and representing these with a range of resources. In
reading lessons, we have looked at the story '‘Grandad's Islaigtussing what illustrations are
and how they add to a story, and making predictions about what Syd and Grandad would find
on the island. The children have used some excellent vocabulary to describe bears when
pretending to be explorers and in our writing lessonsame focusing on using varied adjectives
and expanded noun phrases to make our writing more exciting!

This term in art we are learning how to create tone and texture when using sketching materials
such as charcoal, pencils and chalk and the children have experimented with pattern and mark
making. We looked at the work of Kathe Kollwitz and discussed how we thought she had
created detail and shared our opinions of her work. During science lessons we have thought
about things that are living, dead and those that have never been alive, and discussing how we
know.

We are really proud of how hard the children have worked this week and are looking forward to
more exciting learning adventures throughout the term!
















