
 

 Newsletter Friday 18th September 2026 

Headteacher News 

 

As we come to the end of our second full week of term, I would like to thank our pupils, staff 

and families for helping to make such a positive start to the new academic year. The school has 

quickly settled into its routines, and it has been wonderful to see classrooms full of enthusiasm, 

curiosity and a determination to do their very best. 

Across the school, children have been working hard, engaging positively in their learning and 

demonstrating our school values each day. Staff have been particularly impressed by the 

excellent attitudes to learning shown by pupils, as well as the kindness and support they have 

demonstrated towards one another. It has been lovely to see new friendships forming and 

children growing in confidence as they become familiar with their new classes and routines. 

Our Reception children continue to make a fantastic start to their school journey. They are 

settling beautifully into school life and are already becoming confident members of our school 

community. 

On Monday we welcomed Mr Humphries from The Wychwood School who came to talk to the 

children about being curious, his new puppy and the Wychwood Inspires programme.  

As always, thank you for your continued support. The strong partnership between home and 

school plays such an important role in helping children thrive, and we greatly appreciate your 

encouragement and cooperation.  



We are looking forward to another busy and successful week ahead, with many exciting learning 

opportunities planned across the school. 

I hope you all have a relaxing weekend and enjoy some quality time together as a family. 

 



 

School lateness 

 

Please ensure that your child arrives at school by 8.45 am. It is very disruptive for staff and 

pupils when a child arrives late as much key work is covered during the first half hour of 

teaching time. Punctuality and general good timekeeping are disciplines for life. Please ensure 

that children arriving late to school are signed in at the office by a parent.  

Please note that persistent or extreme lateness (after 9.15am) counts as unauthorised absence, 

and this will also be monitored by the Educational Welfare Officer (EWO) and penalty notices 

can be issued following regular lateness. 

Many thanks for your support in this matter. 



 



Attendance 

 

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 14th September was 94.3% attendance. 

School Values 

 

The value of the month September is Excellence. 



Excellence means encouraging all of us at William Fletcher to try their best, set personal goals, 

and take pride in their learning 

What Excellence Looks Like 

ω Trying your best: we learn to focus on effort rather than just perfection. 

ω Growth mindset: we see mistakes as a normal and helpful part of learning. 

ω High standards: we set clear and positive expectations across all subjects. 

ω Celebrating success: we reward hard work, progress, and personal milestones 

I look forward to awarding Class Dojo points to children who are showing the value of 

excellence 

 

 



 

 



Simmonds Class 

 

This week, we have been enjoying the much-loved rhyming story Each Peach Pear Plum. The 

story contains characters from several traditional rhymes and stories, including Little Bo Peep, 

the 3 Bears and Jack and Jill. Throughout the week, we have read these rhymes and stories 

together so that the children became familiar with the characters and could recognise them 

when they appeared in our book. We have also been learning new vocabulary, including spy, 

cellar and hunting. The children made their own telescopes as part of our spying adventures, 

using them to search for the next character hiding in the story! By the end of the week, many of 

the children were able to recite most of the story themselves! This has been a wonderful way to 

develop the children's vocabulary and language, as well as their understanding of rhyme and 

storytelling.  

In maths, we have been learning about matching. We talked about how matching means finding 

something that looks the same. The children enjoyed matching Numicon pieces, shapes and 

other objects, developing their observation skills and noticing similarities.  

We have also been focussing on our good manners this weeks. We have been practising using 

polite words such as 'please' and 'thank you', particularly at lunchtime in the dinner hall, and 



saying 'please may I have' instead of 'I want'. With lots of modelling, the children are doing 

really well remembering their good manners more independently.  

In PE, the children have been impressing us with their balancing and coordination skills. The 

children walked across a balance beam, remembering to keep their arms out and look forwards. 

We also practised climbing safely up ladders and jumping safely off a bench. The children 

practised bending their knees when landing and keeping their arms out in front of them. We are 

developing our confidence and learning how to move our bodies safely.  

In Music, we have been learning to find the beat. We talked about how the beat is like a 

heartbeat- a steady pulse that you can hear throughout a song. The children enjoyed tapping 

along to the beat to different songs! 

Thank you very much to everyone who has sent in a family photograph. The children have really 

enjoyed sharing their photos with the class and talking about the people who are special to 

them. It has been great to see how many links we have to different countries around the world. 

If you haven't sent one in yet, there is still time. We would love to have a photo from every child. 

Have a lovely weekend! 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Seacole Class 

 



It has been another busy and exciting week in Year 1. The children have continued to settle into 

our routines and are becoming increasingly confident and independent learners. We are very 

proud of the hard work, enthusiasm and effort they are showing across all areas of their 

learning. 

In Maths, we have continued our work on place value, focusing on finding one more and one 

less than a given number. We have also been practising counting carefully and accurately, 

helping us to develop a secure understanding of numbers. In English, we have been enjoying 

reading Traction Man. The children have been practising writing sentences, remembering to use 

capital letters, full stops and finger spaces. We have also been beginning to use question marks 

when writing questions. 

In RE, we have been learning about the Creation story and thinking about the different parts of 

the world that Christians believe God created. In History, we have been finding out about the 

life of Ernest Shackleton and his famous expeditions. In Art, we have been exploring how 

different drawing materials can be used to create a variety of lines. We have experimented with 

straight, curved, zigzag and dotted lines, as well as changing the pressure we use to create 

lighter and darker marks. 

The children are doing a fantastic job of remembering to change their reading books in the 

morning. Please continue to remind them to do this each day, as it helps them to develop their 

independence and ensures they have plenty of opportunities to practise their reading at home. 

We will also be visiting the school library every Friday. If your child would like to change their 

library book, please remember to send their current library book into school with them on 

Friday. 

We are very proud of the progress the children are making and look forward to another exciting 

week of learning together. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Attenborough Class 



 



What another wonderful week we've had in Attenborough class!  

This week we finished reading 'Grandad's Island' and shared our thoughts about the events in 

the story. We discussed which people are special to us and shared memories we have of times 

spent with them. Our next story will be 'The Goose that laid Golden Eggs.' In our writing lessons 

we have been learning about verbs and adverbs and the children had great fun miming actions 

for the rest of the class to guess. We then used these in our written sentences to describe the 

actions of people or animals. We are moving on to using conjunctions to extend sentences 

before designing a superhero which we will describe in our extended writing using all the skills 

we have practised.  

The children have amazed me in our SPaG lessons with how well they are learning their 

spellings. On Thursday they got the chance to be teachers and mark my spelling quiz. Thankfully 

they were very kind when correcting my mistakes! 

In PE we've been working on footwork and balance and moving in different ways through hoops, 

around cones and across ropes. It has been lovely to see how much encouragement the children 

are giving each other in these lessons! We are exploring texture this week in Art and creating 

rubbings using different drawing materials and surfaces. The children will then have the 

opportunity to choose the most effective parts of their work and display these how they wish in 

their sketch books.  

In science we talked about the differences between habitats and micro habitats and had a 

brilliant time searching through our school grounds for insects in their natural homes. The 

children were very excited to find ladybirds, woodlouse, ants and many other smaller creatures 

which they recorded for their books!  

Have a super weekend!   



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


