Newsletter Friday 25th September 2026

Headteacher News

This week has been another wonderful week of learning across the school, with our children
demonstrating the value of excellence and curiosity in so many different ways. Curiosity helps
children to become confident learners by encouraging them to ask questions, investigate new
ideas and think deeply about the world around them. Throughout the week, pupils have shown
great enthusiasm for their learning, embracing challenges, exploring new concepts and sharing
their thoughts with increasing confidence.

We have also been fortunate to enjoy some lovely sunny weather, which has allowed many
classes to take their learning outdoors. Across the school, children have benefitted from
opportunities to read, write, solve problems, explore nature and work collaboratively in our
outdoor spaces. Learning outside not only brings lessons to life but also encourages creativity,
teamwork and a greater appreciation of the environment around us.

It has been a pleasure to visit classrooms and outdoor learning areas this week and see children
so engaged, motivated and eager to learn. Their positive attitudes, thoughtful questions and
willingness to persevere when faced with challenges are a credit to them. Thank you, as always,
for your continued support in fostering a love of learning and curiosity at home as well as in
school. Together, we are helping our children to develop the confidence, resilience and
enthusiasm that will support them throughbotheir lives.

Wishing you a restful weekend



Mrs C Martin

School lateness

Please ensure that your child arrives at school by 8.45 am. It is very disruptive for staff and
pupils when a child arrives late as much key work is covered during the first half hour of
teaching time. Punctuality and general good timekeeping are disciplines for life. Please ensure
that children arriving late to school are signed in at the office by a parent.

Please note that persistent or extreme lateness (after 9.15am) counts as unauthorised absence,
and this will also be monitored by the Educational Welfare Officer (EWQ) and penalty notices
can be issued following regular lateness.

Many thanks for your support in this matter.
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Star of the Week

Excellence is not a skill,

itis an attitude.




Attendance

School Attendance
e — 1751 0 v

holidays, shopping,

10 DAY ABSENCE household jobs and

O DAY ABSENCE other appointments

29 DAY ABSENCE

171 Days

38 DAY ABSENCE
of

education

This equates to 209
days of absence
over 11 years of
schooling, more

than ONE YEAR of

school missed.

47 DAY ABSENCE

90%
Percentage Attendance
GOOD WORRYING SERIOUS CONCERN

h

Best chance to succeed Less chance of celebrating Celebrating very difficult
Celebrate Success Makes it harder to make progress Possible COURT ACTION

Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 21st September was 94% attendance.

School Values

The value of the month September is Excellence.



Excellence means encouraging all of us at William Fletcher to try their best, set personal goals,
and take pride in their learning

What Excellence Looks Like
w Trying your best: we learn to focus on effort rather than just perfection.
w Growth mindset: we see mistakes as a normal and helpful part of learning.
w High standards: we set clear and positive expectations across all subjects.
w Celebrating success: we reward hard work, progress, and personal milestones

| look forward to awarding Class Dojo points to children who are showing the value of
excellence




Fidgets and toys

We kindly ask that children do not bring fidgets, squishies, toys or other similar items into
school. Whilst we understand that these items can be popular and enjoyable, they can often

become a distraction to learning, cause disagreements between children, or become lost or
damaged.



If a child requires a specific item to support their learning, concentration or emotional
regulation, this will be discussed and agreed with our SENDCo. In most cases, any agreed
support resources will be provided by the school so that they are appropriate for the child's
needs and can be used consistently.

We appreciate your support in ensuring that personal toys and fidget items remain at home
unless a specific arrangement has been made through the school.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Simmonds Class

We are really finding our feet now with our routines. The children take part in daily Phonics,
Maths and Handwriting tasks. We will continue to send home the sounds that we have been
learning that week alongside a phonics reader book, a banded book (level appropriate) and a
library book. Please share these at home, stick the sounds on the fridge or nearby wall and
continue to learn them. In Maths we have been learning about more and fewer. We counted
objects and showed which group had more and fewer. Thiereim picked up this concept very
quickly. On Wednesday we had a Science lesson where we learnt about different houses. We
learned new vocabulary such as detached, sdetached, flat, house and bungalow. We



compared these types of houses and listed things that are the same and different. The children
then designed their own houses and described them to their adult, trying to include some of

the new vocabulary that had been introduced. In Circle Time we listened to a story about
Manners, particularly manners at the table. Things like chew food nicely with our mouths closed,
saying thank you when someone passes you the sauce or a knife. The children showed great
manners at the table at lunchtime this week smbw they were thinking about the messages

this book gave us. Next week there is a Friday Cafe. It runs from 9am (stay after drop off) and
runs until approx 10.30am. A lovely way to meet other parents, talk about how school life is
going and ask any questions. It is a really relaxed, friendly atmosphere with tea, coffee, cakes
and fruit served. Younger siblings are welcome and accomodated for too!
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| Draw a picture of your home.
Write the names of the different types of home.

Mission Assignment: Explore different houses and the things we need in
our home
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Seacole Class

Draw a picture of your home. |
Write the names of the different types of home |

hous v ‘bungalow
house flat pungalow

- house flat bungalow
bungalow




It has been another busy week in Year 1. We have continued to focus on establishing classroom
routines and expectations, helping the children to settle back into school life and continue to
develop positive learning behaviours.

In Maths, we have continued our work on place value, focusing on finding one more and one
less. The children have been learning that when we find one more, we add one so the number
becomes one bigger, and when we find one less we takeaway so the number becomes one
smaller. On Wednesday, we enjoyed putting these skills into practice through a partner game,
where the children rolled a dice, identified one less than the number shown and coloured it in.
The children showed great confidence and enthusiasm ag aipplied their learning.

In PE, we have been developing our fundamental movement skills and exploring dance. Using
the theme of a visit to the seaside, the children thought about activities they may have enjoyed
during the summer holidays and used their bodies and movements to act them out. We saw
some fantastic creativity and expression as the children worked together to bring their ideas to
life. We were also very fortunate to welcome the Marlborough Sports Leaders into school. The
children were respectful, listened carefully afudlowed instructions well whilst having a
wonderful time taking part in the fun activities the sports leaders had planned for them.

We are proud of the effort the children are putting into their learning and look forward to
another busy week ahead.
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