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William Fletcher Primary School
Religious Education Policy

William Fletcher School is a Rights Respecting School, this policy reflects Articles 13 (freedom
of expression) 14 (freedom of thought, belief and religion) 17 (access to information) 28 (right to
education) 29 (goals of education)

This policy should be read in conjunction with the schools statement on teaching British Values.

Legal Requirements

The legal requirements concerning the provision of Religious Education and an Agreed
Syllabus flow, principally, from the Education Act 1996 (S. 375), the School Standards and
Framework Act 1998 (SS. 69 and 71 and Schedule 19) and the Education Act 2002 (S. 80).
Religious Education is provided for all pupils, from Foundation Stage (F1) to Year 6.

As a County School, Religious Education at William Fletcher is taught in accordance with
the Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus (2023).

Religious Education must be non-denominational. Teaching about denominational
differences is permitted.

The Value of RE

RE encourages a reflective approach to living, a knowledge and

understanding of religious beliefs and practices, and a development of personal
skills in forming reasoned opinions, based on evidence and argument.

RE helps pupils to understand our mixed multi-faith and non-religious society.
RE promotes pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, cultural and emotional development.
RE promotes citizenship education.

RE aims to be an inclusive experience for pupils from all kinds of backgrounds,
both religious and secular.

Aims and Intent

Within the framework of the law and Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus our aims in RE are to;

» provide a curriculum which includes provision for RE for all pupils
» acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal
religions represented in Great Britain, in addition to non-religious worldviews and
Humanism.
» develop pupil understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on
individuals, communities, societies and cultures, from the local to the global
» develop the ability of pupils to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious,
non-religious and moral issues, with reference to the teachings of the principal religions
with Great Britain
« enhance pupil spiritual, moral, social and cultural development by:
o developing awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by human
experiences, and of how religious teachings and other beliefs relate to them
o responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of
religions and other belief systems, relating them to pupils’ own beliefs, values and
experiences.



» Develop positive attitudes of respect towards other people who hold views and beliefs
different from their own, and towards living in a society of diverse religions and beliefs.

+ To ensure progression in learning RE as specified within the Oxfordshire County Agreed
Syllabus (2023) Progression through the aims of the Agreed Syllabus and Learning
Process Progression documents.

The teaching of RE will enable pupils to:
* understand the nature, role and influence of different religions, traditions, beliefs and
lifestyles in the world;
» pursue personal quests for meaning, purpose and value;
« formulate reasoned opinions/arguments in relation to controversial issues and truth
claims;
» develop understanding of and respect for different beliefs and lifestyles.

Context

We recognise the variety of religious and non-religious backgrounds from which our pupils
come. We welcome this diversity and are sensitive to the home background of each child. We
recognise the inter-relationship between pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
and the role the RE curriculum has in some of these areas. In accordance with this and the
Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus we study aspects of different religions across the school phases
as follows in order to ensure understanding of the five key religions within the UK;
» Foundation Stage (F1) — RE learning is structured through the EYFS curriculum and not
the SACRE agreed syllabus, relevant Early Learning goals and possible topic areas are
given for guidance only (see p.19-20 of Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus 2023)
+ Key Stage One — Christianity, Judaism and Sikhism
+ Lower Key Stage Two — Christianity, Islam and Hinduism
+ Upper Key Stage Two — Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Humanism.

Whilst the above religions are the key focus within each Key Stage, elements of all religions
may be taught where appropriate to the Key Stage topic and other curricular planning. In
adhering to the 2023 Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus the focus will be on enquiry based learning to
answer key questions through a progressive learning process.

Assessment

We report on pupils’ progress and attainment in RE to parents, as required by law. The
Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus provides descriptions of levels of attainment which the school uses
as the basis of guidance for reporting at the end of each Key Stage. Progress is reported to
parents and carers at the end of the academic year through the school’s individual pupil reports.

The Role of the RE Co-ordinator

» To be conversant with the Oxfordshire Agreed syllabus for Religious Education and to
keep abreast of developments on a county and national level in the teaching of RE
concerning William Fletcher Primary School.

» To liaise with staff, provide a supportive role and disseminate information about new
developments.

* To help staff develop an increasing awareness of the Agreed Syllabus and its
requirements.

« To maintain a resource bank which will enhance the teaching of RE.

» To control the annual expenditure for resources.



Special Educational Needs

We believe all children should have access to a broad and balanced curriculum, which includes
Religious Education. Learning opportunities matched to the needs of the children are provided
in accordance with the school’s Special Educational Needs Policy.

Equal Opportunities

At William Fletcher Primary School we value the opinion, beliefs and practice of all. It is the
responsibility of all teachers to ensure that all children irrespective of gender, ability, ethnicity
and social circumstances, have access to the curriculum and make the greatest progress
possible. Religious Education provides opportunities to raise awareness and to value cultural
and ethnic diversity.

Race Equality Statement

Through the teaching of Religious Education we explore and extend awareness of pupils’ living
in and belonging to, a multicultural society. Religious Education enables pupils to develop their
own sense of identity and knowledge, understanding and sensitivity to the needs and
contributions of all citizens.

Withdrawal from Religious Education

Parents may withdraw their children from Religious Education provided they give written
notification to the school. Teachers can exercise their right to withdraw from teaching the
subject. However, we aim to provide a curriculum which can be taught to all pupils by all staff
and hope that all parents and teachers would feel comfortable with the type of Religious
Education being taught at our school.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review

We intend that this policy will be reviewed fully by all staff and governors on a 5 yearly cycle to
coincide with the SACRE agreed syllabus review. The RE subject leader will maintain an active
awareness of SACRE and Agreed Syllabus developments and assess the strengths and
weaknesses of the subject in line with OFSTED guidance.



