Newsletter Friday 2nd October 2026

Headteacher News

What a wonderful week it has been at William Fletcher! As we move further into the autumn
term, it has been a pleasure to see our pupils approaching their learning with such enthusiasm,
confidence and determination.

Across the school, classrooms have been buzzing with curiosity and creativity. Children have
been working incredibly hard, embracing new challenges and showing resilience in their
learning. Just as importantly, we have seen countless examples of kindness, teamwork and
friendship, with pupils supporting one another and living out our school values every day.

Beyond the classroom, our children have enjoyed a range of opportunities that enrich their
learning and help them develop confidence and independence. A special well done goes to our
Under 9 Girls' Football Team, who represented the school brilliantly at a tournament held at The
Marlborough School on Thursday. The girls demonstrated excellent teamwork, determination
and sportsmanship throughout the event, and we are very proud of the way they represented
William Fletcher.

As we head into the weekend, | hope you have the opportunity to relax and spend some quality
time together. We look forward to welcoming everyone back next week for more exciting
learning and memorable experiences.

Have a wonderful weekend.

Mrs C Martin
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School lateness

Please ensure that your child arrives at school by 8.45 am. It is very disruptive for staff and
pupils when a child arrives late as much key work is covered during the first half hour of
teaching time. Punctuality and general good timekeeping are disciplines for life. Please ensure
that children arriving late to school are signed in at the office by a parent.

Please note that persistent or extreme lateness (after 9.15am) counts as unauthorised absence,
and this will also be monitored by the Educational Welfare Officer (EWO) and penalty notices
can be issued following regular lateness.



Many thanks for your support in this matter.
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Attendance
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Whole Class Attendance for the week beginning 21st September was 95.6% attendance.

School Values

The value of the month for October is Leadership.



What is\eadershi|f2

Leadership skillallow children to have control of their lives and the ability to make things
happen. Leadership instils confidence, and helps children solve problems creatively, work in a
team, and work collaboratively with others.

Leadership gives children many opportunities to develop responsibility. There is some debate
whether some children aréborn leaders or theydearn to be leaders.

We believe all children have the potential to develop leadership skills. Leadership development
can be a lifelong process. As safe adults, both at home and at school, we can teach the skills
necessary for children to take on leadership roles now and in the future.

| am looking forward to the children receiving Dojo points for demonstrating Leadership this
month
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Simmonds Class

The children have worked hard this week. In Phonics we learnt the following sounds; ck, e, u.
Please keep practicing the sounds regularly with your children at home. With the reading books,
encourage children to sound out new words and blend themredae the sentences for them to

help them understand what they have read. Do let us know if we can support you with reading
at home.

In Maths this week the children have been exploring ABAB patterns. The children did some
vegetable printing to create their own patterns. We also created simple patterns using musical
instruments. In our Reading lessons we listened to the story Leaf Man. We then collected boxes
of leaves from the school grounds and the children created their own leaf pictures. They are
brilliant! Really creative! We have found other ways to be creative in the classroom this week by
opening up and exploring the junk modegjiarea. The children were shown how to think about
what they would like to make, the items they needed in order to make and the skills they'd

need e.g. cutting, attaching, joining. With the adults modelling first, it helped the children
become more confident and independent with their own designs. | think we had a range of
houses and vehicles that were made, so some lovely ideas coming through which was great to
see. Thank you for your donations of recycled materials for junk modelling and flowers for
outdoor play they have been really enjoyed by the children this week!



In our music lessons we have learnt about the 'beat’ and 'tempo' and this week are exploring
'pitch’, how high or low the music is. We listened to different sounds including a whistle, drums,
police siren and growling tiger and each time had to decide if the sound was high or low. Next
week we will continue to learn about Harvest. The children are invited to bring in harvest
donations (dried goods) into school next Friday. | am in the process of inviting Rev Oliver into
school to speak with our class abddérvest and how it is celebrated. It is nice to have visitors
from our local community in school for the children to meet and ask questions to.
















Seacole Class

It has been another busy week in Year 1, with lots of exciting learning taking place across the
curriculum. The children have continued to work hard and are becoming increasingly confident
in sharing their ideas and explaining their thinking. We have also been busy preparing for our
Harvest Festival next week and are looking forward to sharing this special event together.

In English, we have been readiBgeguand developing our inference skills by thinking carefully
about how the character might be feeling. We have been using clues from the illustrations and
the story to explain our ideas. In Maths, we have been ordering numbers and using
mathematical vocabulary such Beatesand $¥mallesfio describe and compare numbers.

In RE, we have continued learning about Christian beliefs relating to the Creation story and have
been making links between our RE learning and our work in Art. In Art, we have continued to
explore line and pressure using different media. We took our learning outside and created large
scale drawings using chalk, experimenting with different types of lines and changing the
pressure we used to create different effects.

In History, we have continued our work on explorers and have been finding out about Sir Francis
Drake. The children have been considering the evidence and discussing whether Drake should
be described as an explorer or a pirate! As we prepare for our Harvest Festival, we have also
been learning about where bread comes from and thinking about the journey from wheat in a
field to the bread we eat. Have a lovely weekeq. :
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